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LaHayre and the Supply Line

The surrender of the great port of LeHavre
by the Germans provides a facility of timely
importance to the allies. Hitherto most of the
supplies for their armies in France have come
across the Normandy beaches, Cherbourg was
left in such damaged condition it has not been
an adequate substitute for the beaches, and
Marseille is too far removed from the present
fighting to serve. Use of the port of Antwerp
is still delayed by German reten#ion of the de-
fenses at the mouth of the Scheldt.

But the season moves into the fall of the year,
when the channel is beset with storms and land-
ings at the beaches are slow and risky. So Le-
Havre’s capture is an event of no minor impor-
tance at the present stage. If it can be followed
with acquisition of Brest, the great old port
which the Americans used in the first world
war, then our situation as far as port facilities
go will be very good. :

We would be staggered at the statistics of
tons of supplies which must be moved to pro-
vide an army engaged in a great campaign. Now
the allies must supply through these ports of
northern France three great arm ¢s, and per-
haps a third (Patch’s seventh ar .y which has
come up the Rhone). The succes of the supply
arm made possible the lightnic eweep across
France. (Parenthetically we mig:. say that two
men from the northwest have carried great re-
sponsibilities in this supply line—Maj. Gen.
John C. H. Lee, former division engineer for the
army at Portland, and his assistant, Brig. Gen.
Cecil R. Moore, now in charge of clearing of
Cherbourg harbor, formerly on duty in the of-
fice of the army engineers at Portland). As the
numbers of our troops on the continent increase
more supplies are required, but with use of
great harbors like LeHavre the flow is greatly
simplified.

It is noted that allied bombers still fly from
Britain and Italy, not yet being based in France.
This presumably is due to inability to handle the
fuel and munitions required for ‘the stocking
of air bases. A pipeline is said to be under con-
struction from Cherbourg, which, with the avail-
ability of more great ports will then make pos-
gible supplying bases in France, to the great ad-
Vantage of the air force.

The capture of LeHavre is probably of great-
er strategical importance than the capture of a
town in Germany, for it helps insure an abun-
dance of supplies without which the invasion of
Germany could not succeed.

Sight of Goal

General MacArthur must have gotten a great
thrill out of his recent communique announc-
ing that American planes cruised over the
southern Philippines without encountering op-
position, and that our planes now dominate

those islands. Already our navy is in control of

the Philippine sea between the Philippines and
the Carolines, For General MacArthur this
means that he can get set for the invasion of
Mindanao. Once there he will be well started on
his way to Manila, the prime goal of all his
effort,

This last attempt will be a major undertak-

. ing. The island is not the jungle that New

Guinea is, but it is far larger than Guam and
Baipan so the enemy has more opportunity for
maneuver. Also he has better chances of ship-
ping in reenforcements and supplies. MacAr-
thur will not strike until he is well prepared.

Maybe the old 41st division will take part in
this thrust. It found the going rather tough on
lttle Biak island, and suffered some bad losses.
After that there was a change of commanders,
General Fuller, who succeeded the late Gen.
George A. White, being superseded. The 96th
division under Gen. Jim Bradley, which trained
at Camp Adair, is also in the south Pacific and
may be used in some of these early strikes.

Rear Admiral Kimmel's cup of sorrow, al-
ready filled by the Pearl Harbor blight on his
naval career, now runs over with word of the
loss of his son, Lt. Com. Manning M. Kimmel,

. whose submarine Robalo is reported overdue

and presumed lost in action in the Pacific. The
war plays no favorites. Lt. Gen. Lesley J. Me-
Nair was killed by error of allied airmen; his
only son’ was killed in action on Guam. Kimmel

_undoubtedly would prefer McNair's fate to his

present misfortune. Destiny plays strange tricks
in human affairs.

—

The president said he didn't expect to cam-
paign “in the usual sense.” But the trek of poli-
ﬁd.mtotheWhiieHousemhehdmwhu

on the old charm gadget to improve his chances.

Covernors Stevenson of Texas and Davis of.

Louisiana were recent callers. The south must
be kept solid if the president is to win a fourth
term.

~'|The national federation of women’s republi-
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dry summer. The river is very low, so

off West Salem one might nearly throw

across it. Foliage on deciduous tzees

is drying up and dropping off.

mmmm-:‘yumukmum
of leaves by

been almost denuded ‘some
insect or worm. This s not a new pest,
that recurs at intervals of 7ethwhen

as usual next year. = | T

Water supplies in some of the valley towns
have run short, forcing n ons on irrigation,
wiubemnrlrpmjen:ttormmdﬁu-; 5‘

Pacific and give them a good, soaking rain.

France Winning Phee

Senator Connally, chairman of fhe foreign
relations committee of the senaté, said in a de-
bate last week that in his judgment France
should serve an apprenticeship beforé being giv-
en a place among the mijor powers. But the
same day announcement was made in Washing-
ton that France would be consulted by the “big
three” on plans for military occupation and con-
trol of Germany and that France would be rep-
resented in the forces of occupation and admin-:
istration® 3 :

Without doubt the uprising of the French
people contributed greatly to the speedy liber-
ation of their country; and the vigor and nerve
and evident unity of the resistance movement
gives promise of French rebirth as a nation. As
fast as that occurs France should be restored to
its place among world nations. | Nor should the
recognition come grudgingly and tardily. Our
own department of state lost prestige with its
mishandling of French affairs af Algiers and in
London, and isn’t improving its score much by
assigning Robert Murphy as diplomatic aid to
General Eisenhower, succeeding William Phil~

lips. . :

" Purged of its fascist sympathizers France
can quickly renew its strength and become a
great bulwark of western civilizdtion, contrib-
uting in political ideas| and in’military might
for the prevention of another hglocaust of war.

People in London' really begin to live
again. The blackout is to end Sept. 17, and the
robot bombings have come to af end. For five
years Londoners had to live like moles from
sunset to sunrise, because of the air blitz and
recently because of thé fobombs. The ending
of the blackout will give the peaple the thrill of
victory, and be perhaps the most “visible” evi-'
dence of victory. : )

Interpreting
The War News

By KIRKE L. SIMPSON

QUEBEC, Sept. 12—{#)-Within the tlosely guarded
precincts of Chateau Frohtenac i being shaped a
master plan for bringing Japan, at a not too dis-
tant date, to the same desperate plight between the
jaws of an Anglo-American milifary vise as that
in which Germany stands between Russian and’

That is about all the information available on the
conference on high strategy which brought Presi-
dent Roosevelt, Prime Minister Churchill and their:
top ranking army, navy and air experts again to
the banks of the St. Lawrence. It is about all that
will ever be revealed except as the conference de-:
cisions are finally disclosed in action,

It is reasonably certain, however; that the
tern of action in the Pacific theater itself is
mediately involved. That was already shaped.
being put into swift exedution every
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“War Every Twenty-Five Years”
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The Literary News Behind the News

By PAUL MALLON

‘Guidepost

8 g g (Distribution by Kl:: f.f'p;"ff'.&’c?}”' Inc.mn:producﬁm in whole

1944, edited

by Foley
(Houghton MIffiin;

Martha
$2.75).

If anybody has bothered to ™

follow these pieces of mine for
any length of time, he will have
discovered that I dislike the

ghort story as a literary form,
particularly the inevitable su-

-perficiality and spottiness of a

plece that runs upward from
3000 words. It is impossible to
lay a firm base of character in
such space, and have anything
left for action.

But a lot of people disagree,
some violently, Martha Foley is
one of these, and she disagrees
out of a great experience. She
has written short stories, and
good ones; she has read many
thousands in one or another edi-
forial capacity, and since the
death of Edward J. O’Btien, her
Job as editor of “The Best Ame-
rican Short Stories” has kept
her abreast of the field, and
perhaps even a little ahead of
it

Miss Foleyls 1944 volume
contains 30 pieces, ranging from
saome real short stories by Doro-
thy Canfield Fisher and others,
up to a curious piece by Carson
McCullers which runs to 60
closely printed pages and is
about as much a short story as
the Encyclopedia Brittanica is a
pocket almanac. Most of these
pieces, Miss Foley points out,
are by new writers, and thereby
hangs a moral which Miss Foley
serves up at some length,

She believes that something is
very wrong here in America.
She sees gifted writers appear-
ing a time or two in her an-
thology, and then making “a
descent into commercialized fic-
tion,” by which she means into

wonderful color photographs of

" army nurses on Corregidor with

colored fingernails six inches
long. This descent, Miss Foley
believes due more to ‘editorial
seduction than anything else—
compromise is
says,
in the
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WASHINGTON, Sept. 13-(#)-
The Germans have no more than
25 depleted divisions (probably

: around 300,000
men) bitterly
tryirig to save
their western

troops in the field, if not of the
government.

Their retreat from France was
rather cleverly conceived, or at
least displayed the usual nazi
thoropughness in stubborn, con-
niving resistance to the inevita-
ble. To date they have main-
tained an escape corridor to Ger-
many through the Belfort gap.

Then also we had only one us-
able channel port, Cherbourg, the
one we took first, which was
thoroughly demclished (it is now
handling about twice its rather
small peacetime traffic burden.)
But Cherbourg fell so far behind
our fasi-advance force, that most
of our supplies had to come in
over the beaches. (A little came
in by air.)

Nazi suicide squads left behind
in Brest and Havre, the two large
ports we wanted most, did their
work well, not only in resisting

around 1,250,000 .men when we
landed in Normandy. Since then
they have lost around 450,000
killed and captured (the official
figure was 325000 captured up
to a week ago on both the north-
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I came and went from one of
your neat restaurants, seeking a
late breakfast and not finding it.
There were very few people
waiting and the waitresses were
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in a brawl. As essential as force
is provision for international

ration and in the statemenf of
Moscow. If one says he is op-
posed ‘fo any surrender of our
sovereignty as a nation, then he

rectly for those who are suspi-

cious of a league of nations.

But are they not raising their
fears as obstructions? When two
nations make treaties involving
mutual concessions each abridges

T its sovereignty in just that par-

ticular. When the nations bor-
dering the North Pacific made a
treaty for protecting the fur-
bearing seal they limited the
rights of their own citizens.” So
if ‘we make a shibboleth of the
word sovereignty we will be
forced into political isolation—
which is itself a proven fiction. -

Why hot look at the business
this way: is a costly, bar-
baric indulgence. Let us try to
join other nations in setting up

, reasonable machinery for pre-

venting war, and be ready to go
as far as good judgment permits
in substituting processes of law
and courts for the arbitrament of
war, realizing that the affair is a
joint undertaking, ; calling for

" participation of all nations. In-

ternational peace will come by
growth, and not by uttering (or
avoiding) magic words.

ing, the work and the people
with whom I worked but I can't
understand why your farmers
will let us come up there and
your railway ticket agents won't
let us come home.

I was cheerfully sold a ticket
to come home on and then told
that I couldn’t use it for “no tell-
ing how long.” Well, I made it
(thanks to a kind conductor)
without putting sny servieeman
or siderly lady out of a seat, and
believe me, I was glad to get

It you print this and if your
don’t like it, then per-

haps they will make Salem a lit-
tle more congenial, a- little more
welcoming, a lot more friendly.
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