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« 'The United States News, in reprinting an
article by Wendell Willkie in a recent issue of
the Birmingham Age-Herald, underscores the
point made by Willkie that republicans alone
were not responsible for the scuttling of Wood-

Wilson’s league of nations. Willkie relates

battle in the 1924 democratic convention
when Newton D. Baker sought to get an en-
dorsement of the league but was defeated in
the resolutions committee and on the floor of
the convention. In February, 1932, when Gov-
ernor Roosevelt was looming as a candidate for
the democratic nomination for president the

Hearst papers quizzed him as to whether he still
favored a league of nations. Roosevelt replied
and made public his reply that if elected pres-
ident he would not favor American participa-

tion in the league of nations,

Thus the claim of democratic politicians
that the republican party was the implacable
foe and the democratic party the loyal friend of
the league of nations is proven false. The par-
ties were divided on the issue, and Wilson him-
self failed to stir up the public response which
he needed to obtain the ratification of the treaty
and covenant.

The Statesman believes that we should look
with fresh eyes at the whole question of inter-
national organization, trying to learn from ex-
perience just how we might introduce a better
form of peaceful order. Churning over the de-
bates of the 1920 campaign will be of little
profit to either political party. The attempt of
the democrats to make political capital of what
happened to the league of nations is poor am-
munition when the fourth term candidate ran
out on the league himself in 1932 when it was
unpopular.

Bishop Cannon

The death of Bishop Cannon brings an echo
of the battles over prohibition. In the years
when it was the law of the land Bishop Cannon
was one of its most ardent supporters, and as
such became the butt of editorial sarcasm and
cartoonist satire. Pictured .as an arid killjoy,
Cannon was used by prohibition's opponents as
the type which was interfering with personal
liberties. In this atmosphere of propaganda and
studied contempt for the law bootleggers grew
more bold, until prohibition went down in a

welter of corruption andt gangsterism. Bishop
‘Cannon lived on, but theage with-which he was

identified passed out with repeal. The liquor
traffic is now legalisefl; andl the century-old
battle against intemperance is thrown back al-
most to its beginnings, the urgent need now
being one of education in personal morals.

Henry Kaiser has bought the patents for
helicopter designed by 1-year-old Stanley Hil-
ler, jr., of Oakland. MWaybe Haiser will do bet-
ter with it than he @id with his famous cargo
plane.

Editorial Comment

TRAITORS

Times get tougher for collaborators as allied
armies close in on Hitler’s shrinking fortress. We
read frequent news stories telling of what happens
when Frenchmen locate some of their traitors crin-
ging in cellars, The stories: will continue with var-
jations as the armies march on other occupied
countries, Hearts, if traitors have them, must be
quaking in Pragueand. Os¢lo and Copenhagen. .

. We are not forgetting that there are certain
Americans among theenemy. We should soon have
news of Ezra Pound, poet, born in Idaho, who chose
to live in Italy and make fun of American crudity.
He spoke over Rome radio, praising Mussolini and
his social reforms. One wonders whether his son,
Homer Shakespeare Pound, lived to grow up, and
what he thinks of his father.

In the Berlin region somewhere is Fred Kal-
tenbach of lowa. Broadcasting in April, 1841, he
said the Germans were getting a big kick out of
news that Roosevelt was going to send war material
to the Red sea on American ships, adding, to make
it more amusing: “It won't be long now until the
Germans will be getting a lot of secondhand Amer-
ican war material” The answer to that is that
they're getting it, but it isn't second-hand.

Another of these is the South Carolinan, Rob-
ert Best, who refused the opportunity to return on
the Gripsholm “in the interest of history.” When
he spoke dn the radio for Goebbels in a typically

* That is
something he should enjoy fully while it lasts,
'hkhhmtpoinlhbomuchlmnow.

There are others, Jane Anderson of Georgia,
Douglas Chandler and Edward L2o Delaney of I1-

All Is Lost | |
For Germany all is lost of the
conquests of 1934-41. The Hitlerites
expelled from Russia. They are being ousted
from the Balkans. 'France and Belgium

ensraum” for which Hitler led the na-
tion to war has vanished. Back practically at its
old frontiers the German army waits nervously
for the inevitable penetration of theé fatherland
itself. And not Hitler for all his vaunted power
and boasting can hold back the avenging force.

Hitler essayed too much. From his central
core he spread his power over maost of western
Europe, but his rule, like that of Napoleon's was
based only on force., His dominion fellapart
once the component parts saw a chance to res
gain their independence. Federdtion or even
consolidation of Europe might be a good thing,
but not the Hitler kind of consolidation, His
methods of ruthlessness and frightfulness
feated his own purposes. | -

In his vain bid for glory and for German
“lebensraum” Hitler has brought death to mil-
lions, desolation to thousands of cities and
towns, ruin fo great cities and institutions, and
ignominy to his own nation. For all the sacri-
fice Germany has nothing in the way of per-
manent reward. Do the Germans realize that
fact, or do they think it but a second failure
which a third trial might turn int¢ success?

Second Dunkirk

The World war is on the verge of a second
Dunkirk, with positions reversed. There was
grim justice in the assignment of the British
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“Summons to Berchtesgaden”—1944
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The Literary A Story of a Dead City

Guidepost

army for the advance along the channel coast,
which has carried them through' Brussels and
Antwerp and given them a position behind the
Germans at Calais, Dunkirk and Ostend. For
the 100,000 German troops penned between the
British lines and the channel there is no route
_of escape. There will be no salvation for them
by sea, as occurred for the British 300,000 in
1940.

The zeal of the British to seal the doom of
the Germans on the channel is increased by their
desire to end the fobot bombing of their home-
lJand. Reporters say it was the prime objective
of the British, that they were more concerned
with the damage from the bombs {0 their homes
than with anything else. Their energy is being
rewarded, for as soon as present ammunition is
exhausted the bombings from Pas de Calais
must cease, and Holland will be a temporary
and unsatisfactory substitute.

Already England is breathing more eas-
ily, seéing an end to the five years of fear and
intermittent destruction which have haunted
its people.

Ground action has absorbed most of news
attention, but the air fighting on the continent
continues on a great scale. The task of aerial
destruction should become much simpler when
the airfields of France and Belgium are made
into bases with adequate supplies. The “haul”
will be made much shorter when the planes do
not have to fly back to British bases.

Oregon is producing over two million tur- ,
keys again this year. That is something to gob-
ble over, not crow.

.

Another thing—if we'd been having a state
fair we would be sure of fine rains.

Interpreting
The War News

By KIRKE L. SIMPSON .
ASSOCIATED PRESS WAR ANALYST

The shape of a vast and powerful Russian-
allied nut-cracker attack designed to crush nazl
Germany into submission before winfer is Becom-
ing more clearly defined with every official bulle-
tin although some sectors remain cloaked in se-
crecy for security reasons.

cut in the German defense front keyed to the Narew
river, pushed deeper into the critical Vistula-Bug®

Bug front is the vital link of the German line de-.
fending the Danzig corridor approach to the Bal-
tic or Berlin. '

it is a formidable obstacle io Russian deploy-

ment into the rolling plains that lead northwest-
ward to German frontiers but is already outflanked
by Russian penetration of nazi lines on Narew
above Serock. Red forces are reported now
ing into the narrow Bug-Vistula triangle
complete the break-through. It
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books that are useful, and just
as atiractive as they are valu-
able. James Thomas.Flexner has
done a book of this sort in his
“Steamboats. Come True."” Other
men have recognized the same
situation as Mr. Flexner, and
have done something about it
too. But this is certainly the
most amusing effort to get.at the
truth I have sesn in = long
while. ¢

invented, and these: had been
combined successfully many
years beffore. Wor did Fulton call
the boat the “Clermont.” Fur-
thexmore, Fulton was not prima-
rily interested in producing
steamboats in any case, but
thought of them as a. profit-
muking“eifieline; he was enam-
ored of the submarine, and try-
ing bherd.to sell it to a number
of nations. Although he did net
dream up the submarine, he did
sell it to Napoleon I, Pitt, and
later to the government of the
United States. Fulton was quite
a lad.

There are at least nine other
candidates for the position of
steamboat inventor, but Mr
Flexner's favorite is Fitch. Fitch
was an eccentric. He was a sur-
veyor, and eventually was cap-
tured by the Indians and had a
difficult time of it He was a
brass founder, ‘a silversmith,
clockmaker, cartographer and a
good enough mechanic to build
a steam engine, He even believed
himself, at one time, to be the
Messiah of a br and-new cult
ranking with Christ and Mo-
hammed.

But these eccentricities did not

- keep him from building a steam-

boat of his own in 1790, 17 years
before Fulton's made its trip to

adiie but spottily intense,

CANNES, France—(Delayed)-
(#)-This capital city of the
world’s eternal children of sun-
light—the rich, fashionable wan-
derers of countless cosmopolitan
sets—stands silent and almost
deserted as the Seventh army
doughboys roll on foward Italy’s
famgd Riviera.

Taken after the German garri-
son general twice decided to sur-
render and twice changed his
mind, the city to which Napoleon
fled from Elba and Jimmy Walk-
er from New York shows some
damage from bombardments, but
not as much as might have been
expected. r

Fighting for the city was spor-
CpL
Hobert Powers of Baton Rouge,
L&, pointed to spots where tr'ees

, 'mndl’ shrubbery were whitfled
«dowiy by mortars and machine-

_ﬂll. along a road entering the

Sy

“And they planted mines all
around,” he sald. “They didn't
go& 1o plant as many as they
waniefdl beeause they finally ran
out in a hurry, but still there’s

plenty. Better stay in the mid-_

dle of tthe road.”

He'd hardly finished speaking
when some luckless French civil-
fan set off two mines a few yards
to the left of the road. The road
bridge itself had exploded from
an unexplained cause a few
‘hours before. Two vehicles were

ward trend, with the beaches
mined and machineguns covering
all approaches from the sea.

hit by other mines within a radi- —CicC {rom Statesman Readers

us.of 15 yards—one a Red Cross
jeap, the other a fruck carrying
Powers and other soldiers.

Near the beach stood the castle
of Henry Clews of Wall street
fame. A soldier who had spent
the night there -said it had been
the scene of “a pretty rough lit-
tle scrap.”

“We shot at it when the Ger-
mans were inside and then we
got inside and they shot at us™
he said.

Within Cannes itself there are
gome signs of struggle manifested

Albany. Nor did they interfere
with the operation of the Fitch
boat for several months on a re-
gular schedule, its ports being"
Burlington and Trenton in New
Jersey, and Philadelphia. After
thai summer Fitch's mind sp-
pears to have clouded a bit, and
certainly his boat was left to rot.
Mr. Flexner has brought a lot
of Americana to life in his boolc.
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“THE YOUNG IDEA” By Mossler
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BOOSTS TAX FOR AGED

To the Editor:

_ Twenty-five years ago, Oregon
started this nation upon one of
the . greatest constructive tax
programs in history by merely
placing a small tax upon each

-pnun.utpmnneuud for trans-

portation purposes, and imme-
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mand kept pouring armor and
men into the pocket to the
amazement of allied observers.

armies be caught in the trap
which their own master strate-
gist, General Count Schlieffen
had taught as the tactic for the
offense, The Americans followed
Schlieffen’s dictum which is the
real base of modern warfare;
“How is ‘the enemy’s wing to
be attacked? Not with one or
twumrm.butwi!hmeortwo
armies, and the march of these
armies should be directed, not
against the enemy's flank, but
against his line of retreat, in
emulation of what was demon-

'EEE:*. i
gggi gg?
HE
1% ¢
I8

g
i
i ¢

?
g
g
4

i
ifEEEE
Hi
£ 2

HE
]
s

{Continued on Page §)

strated at Ulm, In the winter
campaign of 1807, and at Sedan.
This leads immediately to a dis-
turbance of the enemy’s line of
retreat and through it to dis-
order and ‘confusion, which
gives an opportunity for a bat-
tle with an inverted front, a bat-
tie of annihilation, a battle with
an obstacle in the rear of the
enemy.”

It is probable that the Hitler-
izing of the army spread the
poison of  disaffection among
the wehrmacht. The field offi-
cers knew they had a strong
enemy in front to fight, and a
military freak in their rear to
satisfy. After allowing for this
and for their lack ‘of reserves
and or air cover the conclusion
seems inescapable that the Ger-
man generals failed in the cri-
sis. Both in the first world war
and now in the second, when
their initial burst failed to bring
a decision they proved._ incapable
of sustaining the war fo final
victory. In this war both Rus-
sian and British and American
generals have showed greater
ability in the conduet of large-
scale warfare. This fact ought
not to be without significafice for
the future. ; '
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GIFT CANTEEN!




