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*No Favor Sways Us; No Fear Shall Awe”
From First Statesman, March 28, 1851

THE STATESMAN PUBLISHING COMPANY

CHARLES A. SPRAGUE, Editor and Publisher
P *mhe:o!ﬁu&.nehtdl’n- :
The Associated Press Is exclusively entitled to the use for publication of all

& news dispaiches crediled to it or not otherwise credited in this newspaper.

‘Liberty League in Slacks

Sidney Hillman, chairman of CIO’S PAC,
was nettled over the inquisition givenrhim by
members of a house committee investigating
election expenditures. He branded the gques-
tioning and declarations of persons opposing the
PAC as a “below-the-belt campaign.” He as-
serted his political action committee was not out
~ to capture control of either political party, and
_ declared it was not a communist front. As to
éxpenditures he said his commitiee had spent
$371,000 including $67,000 in primary and state
elections.

If Mr. Hillman finds himself in difficulties
it is because he has previously boasted of the
morey which his committee would have for
spending. The amount reported as planned for
spending in the presidential campaign was $3,-
000,000 which is the top limit under the law. He
need not be surprised if there is public resent-
ment at any such spending.

The new dealers shouted to high heaven
over the Liberty league of 1936, a coalition of
republicans and democrats in spats who seemed
to have the.idea they could get rid of “that man”
if they spent enough money. The masses of the
people revolted and “that man” carried 46 of the
48 states. The PAC is a sort of Liberty league
in slacks, a coalition of CIO and other left-wing-
ers who started out with the same idea that if
‘they spent enough money they could reelect
“that man.” As the public reaction was noted
Hillman quit talking about $3,000,000 and an-
nounced that thHe fund would consist of volun-
tary contributions instead of forced assessments
on CIO unionists,

The AFL and railroad brotherhoods are
miffed at the CIO political front, fearing that it
will invite public crackdown on all organized
labor. If Roosevelt is defeated the post-mortem
may show that this Liberty league in slacks was
an important accomplice.

1918 and 1944

The “doughboys” of 1918, now grown grey
and bald, must gape open-mouthed at the head-
lines which tell of how their sons in this war
are racing through Chateau Thierry and Sois-
sons and Chalons. They recall how bitter the
fighting was at these points along the Marne and
the Aisne rivers in the summer of 1918, how the
‘Americans blunted the German spearhead at the
second battle of the Marne and how they and
their allies nipped the German salient at Sois-
sons in the beginning of the great drive which
ended with German capitulation.

The 1918 doughboys will not admit their
sons are better fighters (or will they?), and
they will claim, and rightly so, that the situa-
tion in 1944 is vastly different from ]918. The
Germans ajong these rivers are only a rear-
guard, not the massed and battle-hardened vet-
erans of Hindenberg's regiments. The Ameri-
cans have the initiative, they are rolling with
magnificent equipment, and finally they have

absolute air supremacy.

: So instead of feeling at all chagrined at the
ease with which the Yanks of 1844 are crossing
the Seine, the Marne and the Aisne the surviv-
ors of the 1918 fighting in northeastern France
are, we know, exulting with the thrill of great
victory. They can reminisce as they read the
names of the cities and towns that Patton’s ar-
mor is flashing through, and when- the sons
come home—won't they and their dads have a
lot in common, a lot to talk about?

Tucked away in the news without much
prominence was the information that the French

_ government of Algiers which is headed by Gen-
eral de Gaulle would take over control of
French civil affairs, which the general is pro-
ceeding to do. This is with the approval of

London and Washington. Evidently our com--

mander-in-chief made a retreat from that po-
litical “strong point.”

Editorial Comment
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Lamb to Seapegoat |

To express its resentment over failure of -
OPA to suspend rationing while Oregon lamb

growers got their lambs to market, the Coos

Livestock Marketing association crated a live
lamb and shipped it to Chester Bowles, director
of OPA at Washington. Accompanying ~the
lamb was a letter to Bowles stating that the pur-
pose of the shipment was “to acquaint him with
the lost market value when lambs are kept be-
yond prime marketing stage.” The shippers
probably chortled with a sort of sardonic glee
as they anticipated the surprise and disgust of
Mr. Bowles when the Oregon lamiy is delivered
to his Washington apartment or hotel room.
Perhaps the SPCA will intervene however and
take the lamb to the city pound where it may
get food and drink and perhaps grow into a very
proper ewe or buck. %

Growers of lambs in Oregon do feel hard
done by on the marketing of their product. They
believe that OPA has lacked undergtanding of
the practical side of marketing lambs, which
are definitely a seasonal crop, even if not perish-
able like strawberries. At the same time the
shipping of a live lamb to Mr. Bowles seems ra-
ther a juvenile method of expressing resent-
ment. Bowles will hardly accept delivery of
the lamb—he will turn it over to a butcher or a
farmer, and whatever inconvenience he may be
caused will add only to his irritation. It is after
all a mistake to make Bowles the personal
scapegoat for Oregon lambs just because he di-
rects the vast establishment of OPA.

The proper approach is the direct approach,
as was made in Portland Sunday,” when a
straight, factual statement was made. This drew
Bowles' admission that the lamb business had
been poorly handled here and his agreement to

-
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look into the matter on his return to Washing-
ton. Of course time is wasting and the need for
relief is fading, so there is not much chance of
getting a modification in time to do any good
this year. But we do not believe the stunt of
consigning a lamb to OPA will accomplish any
good purpose though it may provide a safety
valve for the aggrieved spirits of the sheepmen
of southwest Oregon. -

Biddle’s Suit

The Pendleton East Oregonian says “It will
be interesting to see what Mr. Biddle can accom-
plish” by his suit against the railroads. He will
pile up a lot of expense for the roads, consume a
lot of the valuable time of the management
which now-.is straining itself to handle its war
work, and may get some sort of a nolg conten-
dere settlement if the roads decide that fighting
is useless against the government. As far as
lower rates or better service goes, Biddle will
not accomplish anything much in that direc-
tion. The roads breathe by grace of the ICE
now, and the ICC isn't relinquishing its respon-
sibility. Years ago the people put the rail-
roads in the class of regulated monopolies, and
not even Mr. Biddle and the supreme court can
restore the era of free railroad competition.

If the Bonomi government in Italy wants
to do a good job it should adopt a Bon-ami pol-
icy. With that it could scour without scratching.

Interpreting
The War News

By KIRKE L. SIMPSON
ASSOCIATED PRESS WAR ANALYST

Caught within the expanding jaws of a vast
new allied vise, broken and disorganized nazi arm-
ies between the Seine and the Belgian border in
France are threatened by the same fate that befell
thousands of their comrades in Normandy. They are
menaced on the flank, front and rear by converg-
ing American, British and Canadian forces that
already have blasted German hopes of standing
again behind the Marne, the Aisne, or even the
Somme.

From Rouen to Paris the looping Seine has
proved a peive. If was punctuated deeply and wide-
ly by the allies even before Paris fell. There are in-
dications in the uniting of British and American
Seine bridgeheads on a 30-mile front between
Mantes and Vernon that a left flank power drive
is impending, ‘aimed at Gisors and Beauvais to

eastern outskirts of Paris. The fot was being forced

to fight in a dozen fronts simultaneocusly while al-
lied planes poured a ceaseless fire on his columns

“Time Must Have s Stop,” by
Aldous Huxley (Harper's; $2.75).

As an old lady from the Ozarks
used to say to me, “It makes
2 body wonder.” It makes a
body wonder what the selectors
for the Book-of-the-Month club,
the Literary guild, and all the
other book clubs are about when
a minor masterpiece such as Al-
dous Huxley’s “Time Must Have
a Siop” is passed by. In | this
remarkable novel Mr. Huxley
has at last recovered from the

Jearning complex that ' afflicts

his family, and been content to
write a story. To be 'sure, the
story has more overtones 'than
a Turkish cymbal, but it is au-
thentically a story, authentical-
ly a character study, authentic-
ally moving and honest. I just
realized that contrary to the
Huxley traditiom, “Time-Must
Have a Stop” is also good fun.
Basically, it is about a genius
of the traditional mould, and de-
liberately so. Geniuses (as Hux-
ley knows) aren't at all like Se-
bastian in the book. But Sebas-
tian is exactly the catalyst need-
ed, so Huxley makes him walk
the streets of London or iit;r—
ence coqpodn; quite wondeérful
poetry, makes him sensitive, ner-
vous, weak, physically beautiful
to the point of danger, cruel—
and amusing. :
Then Huxley does an amusing
and delightful thing. He inserts
Sebastian into a typical Somer-
set Maugham situation. He lives
with a heartlessly dull English
family in which the daughter,
not so dull, is mad about the

17-year-old boy. Sebastian’s fa-’

in his son. His mother is dead,
having disgraced herself, or! not,

;anncle, and a catastrophe remakes
Im. 3
But all-the characters have
that wonderful spicy flavor that
Maugham gets. They are :like
literary bonbons dipped in the
bitter, substantial chocolate of
Huxley’s satire. The lot of them

"News Behind the News:

By PAUL MALLON

(Distribution by King Features Syndicate, Inc. Reproductiog in whole

[] or in part strictly prohibited.)

WASHINGTON, Aug. 280—Itis

being reported generally how
the new dealers have recaptured
the war pro-
duction board
from business,
but that is the
least of the
story.
—True enough,
the secondary
business leader-
ship remaining
down inside
WPB is not the
dynamic type.
New, 38-year-old top man Krug
has not had a career which
would develop business contacts,
except adversely (he was an en-
gineer in the TVA and WPA).

Coming up in his outfit are
men like Maury Maverick, new
deal politician and head of the
smaller war plants division, who
has been conducting a novel
business-endearing campaign for
months, taking every business
complaint from every congress-
man as a major issue, writing
nice letters to the business in-
volved, to the congressmen and
anyone who might be pleased
thereby.

Behind Krug will be the simi-
lar new deal men who try to
persuade FDR into left-handed
trails at every fork of the road.

But this aftermath of the fatal
Nelson-Wilsgn feud is only a
side phase of the great>r evi-
dence that the whole business
reconversion program has be-
come involved in tanglefoot up
to its knees — the same glue
which mired WPB.

Great seclors of the home
front, upon which the immediate
economic future of the country
depends, have beécome leaderless
or confused by conflicting lead-
ership, which is worse. Harsh
and over-strained as these

words may sound, they spring
from & mere scanning of surfsce
events, and are beyond conceal-
ment.

Mr. Roosevelt appreciated re-
conversion was a dominating
phase of the peace-prospects and
last winter designated his wise

Paul Mallon

By Mosgsler
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man, Bernard Baruch, to work
out a policy. :

Baruch did, and his man,
James F. Byrnes, was appointed
to carry it forward, but Baruch
has been in either silent rage or
despair (both seem justifiable by
the disregard of his leadership)
and has said not a word lately,
while Byrnes has told congress
he was quitting the demobiliza-
tion directorship, and his friends
fear he also will quit the gov-
ernment January 1.

On the disposition of surplus
property, Will Clayton, the offi-
cial administrator, advocated one
course before congress only to
find himself blocked (not by re-
publicans) by new dealers who
protésted his plan to turn land
over to the RFC (Jones) instead
of the department of agriculture
(Wickard) or interior (Ickes).
There-4is, therefore, no official
policy on surplus property, and

The CIO-new deal element
promoted the Murray-Kilgore
bill on imdusfrial unemployment,
but their efforts to get the presi-
dent out in front for them had
failed up to the moment this
column went to press, and con-
gress jis passing a prodified
George bill, sponsored by the

defined in any reconversion con-
flict (see also Wilson's resigning
statement).

Republicans are sitting back,
waiting for the right time to say
this all proves what Governor
Dewey contended, that the eld-
erly men heye have demonstrat-
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I lock for a message fo con-
~gress or a public statement of
~ some kind, shaking up the man-
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same new official leadership on
with perhaps a new
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German general and corps head-
quarters. His contained of-
ficial papers showing where the
German intelligence said our.in-
vasion was going to land in
southern France. The papers
were dated 10 days before we
hit the beaches east of Mar-
seilles. They showed how the
defenses were all set up to greet
us.
The only trouble was that the
defending troops were waiting
 west of Marseille, and from
there to the Spanish border.

Air Reserve,
ASTRP Exams
Slated Tonight

After a lapse of several months
while the new program was be-
ing whipped into shape, qualify-
ing examinations for young men
interested in the air corps en-
listed reserve and the army spe-
cialized training programs will
be resumed at the chamber of
commerce rooms tonight at 8 o'-
clock under the supervision of
the Salem unit of the civil air
patrol, it iIs announced by First
Lt. James E. Cannon, command-
er of the Salem unit.

To be eligible for the exam-
inations the candidate must be
under 17 years and nine months
as compared with the previous
18-year-old restriction, Lt. Can-
non states. Applicants for the ar-
my specialized fraining reserve
program must be high school
graduates or be able to gradu-

.| ate from high school before at-

taining the 17 - year - 9 - month
limit. These qualifications as to
high School do not apply to those
seeking enlistment in the army
air corps enlisted reserve alone,
but only to the ASTRP, he point-
ed out. !

Regular school of the CAP will
be resumed at the armory Thurs-
day night after a two-weeks va-
cation, instruction will be given
both the CAP members and those
in the civil air patrol cadets

The blaze broks out in a log-
operation yesterday and
. na-

river
officials predicted
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