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the Banal

Congress beat a hasty retreat from its legis-
lation to insulate American soldiers and sail-
ors from literature or films of any degree of po-
litical seriousness above a comic strip, and cor-
rective legislation has been passed and signed.
The repealer is designed to open the gate to
most everything except that the services are
forbidden from circulating out-and-out politi-
cal propaganda (whatever that is). So now
Beard's “The Republic”, and Bowen's “Yankee
on Olympus,” and magazines like The Nation
and British newspapers can be distributed and
sold in PX’s, and the war department will not
have to solemnly march uphill and then down
on whether the movie “Wilson” and Fibber
McGee and Molly's film recordings will be al-
lowed in army camps. Government agencies
will not pick the banal on the supposition that
it must be politically sterile.

OWI or whatever it is that distributes film
has had a hard time to do a job that satisfies.
Movies follow the flag, even ahead of beer and
missionaries, in this day and age. Guam's movie
house opened “under new management” on
Aug. 10th, but all that was on hand for show-
ing was a two-year-old movie, “Stormy Wea«
ther." On the other side of the globe, when
OWI furnished the movies for Rennes, France,
on the heels of the army of occupation, it of-
fered as a newsreel, pictures of the allied bomb-
ing of Cherbourg! Helen Kirkpatrick, able cor-
respondent for the Chicagoe Daily News re-
marked that the initial program “did little ere-
dit either to the OWI, Hollywood or the United
States as a whole.” It was a benefit performance,
too, with the regional commissioner and high

.French officers present.

The Rennes “premiere” included a film auto-
biography of a jeep, a movie of the production
of British Lancaster bombers (“Particularly
unsuited to a people who have been subjected
to that bombing”), and then the newsreel of
the allied bombing of Cherbourg and the ruins
of Montebourg. As Miss Kirkpatrick wrote, “It
produced a mass intake of breath.”

What evidently is needed is a little more in-
telligence in selection of movies, esypecially

for showing to audiences of foreigners. Now that .

OWI doesn’t have to apply a means test to movie
politics, perhaps it can get out of the low-grade
second feature bromides and exhibit films that
do credit to the USA and to Hellywood.

Unity on Foreign Policy
It is quite conceivable that through John

-Foster Dulles as the Dewey 'mediator common

ground of assent with reference to international
organization for peace may be developed. Dulles
has talked with Wendell Willkie, and is sche-
duled to talk today with Secretary Hull. His
own ideas, as developed in the report he made
for the Federal Council of Churches, are def-
initely in favor of a council of nations without
burdening it at first with too heavy a load of

* idealism. If there could be a positive under-

standing which Dewey and Hull and Willkie
could subscribe to the effect would be not mere-
ly to remove this aspect of postwar problems
from the political campaign but also to offer the
world a unity that would be inspiring. While
no declaration, even if jointly signed, would ne-
cessarily bind the United States because the
president and congress alone have that power, it
would go a long way toward insuring affirma-
tive action by these agents vested with authori-
ty and would serve to guide the people of the
United States in their own thinking.

Just what the effect would be on the political
fortunes of Roosevelt or of Dewey is*quite in-
cidental. Both Hull and Willkie have staled that
the Discussions should pot be based 6n a plane
of political profit or loss. The important thing
is to hammer out a polic¥ that can stand as the
American peolicy, backed both by republican
and democratic leaders. If this can be accom-
plished the political campaign can go forward
without embarrassment to our allies or comfort
to our enemies. It is a consummation devoutly
to be wished.

~The Corvallis state guard company fought
the battle of Marys Peak over the weekend, the
victorious climax being the noon lunch of sweet
corn, hamburger, coffee, watermelon and can-
teloupe. No foxholes were dug, and neither
Indians nor Japs made a night attack.

Prime Minister Churchill pulled the lanyard

of an American cannon on the Italian front.

That's more than our commander-in-chief's
wife has done yet; but give her a little time. She
may make a trip with the paratroopers.

'ritu's of ktun to editors are quarelling

term is. Voters will have a chance to settle all
mhm'ﬁov':.

The miliary experts are looking for éivnian
zhuhphr!lmjobotuwﬁng.ﬁutp«-
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surplus of imported brandy, rlm.. d
offering a—bonus (at regular p:rim)
tra fifth of whiskey with each purchass
bottlesottholmpoﬂedliqm P

its approval and turned thumbs down
deal. Having regularly forbidden deals of
keepers who required purchases of a lof
niture before they would sell a refrige;
an electric range, or of farmers who a
off grindstones at fancy prices and thes
in a tractor or a binder, OPA just cou
thesuteot()regongetnm'ig;mrt

merchandising which it had T

advertised “bonus” of an extra fifth of Wl

wihen loaded down with two bottles of
brandy or Virgin islands rum, is cancel
Justwhntthecommissionmlldnto _-

the whiskey drouth is not disclosed.
hate to take a loss on its inventary, yet with
distilleries resuming operations &nd the

of the war around a nearer corner
perity in 1932, the commission has

cream. Their alcoholic content prw

to liquidate its rum and brandy in
manner, though as the shipyard de
off that time may appear of considerable dur-
ation. Whether there will be further !thawi:ng
out of the whiskey freeze by th( coqnusnon
remains to be seen.

At least the OPA is vindicated. Havlng said
“no” to the marketers of lamb in the northwest
it repeats its negative to the liquor: commission.
But it leaves the commission with & ru;n head-
ache that won’'t leave by noon.
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Homeco i

The orchestra concert at Waller hall onday
everiing was something of a homeco: both
for players and audience. Home;towq people

were delighted to see and hear the su.lﬂmer or-
chestra, particularly those who "grg'w u m the
Salem Philharmonic and were hame as
matured musicians. The performange wu by no
means juvenile. It had a finish that ¥ sur-
prisingly good considering the newn of the
organization. The program was well ndnpted to
the imbalance of the orchestra, whose bj'm sec-
tion was short and tympani missing dqn to ab-
sense of men at war. Lewis Pankakie e his
debut as symphony director, and while his new-
ness in the role was apparent he Kept excellent
control and enjoyed earnest relpciue from his
players.

Waller hall was filled to standhagroodn, which
shows how hungry the people are far music.
They miss the band concerts of former sum-
mers, and have missed the Phllhlrmdmc con-
certs, suspended for the duration. This §is a hap-
py augury for the successful revw;l of the or-
chestra when the war ends. g |

Harvard university has been ﬁm a! 20-ton
calculating machine said to be the g!eatect thing -
of its sort in the world and ahleéto give the
correct answer to any mathematical problem
in a few seconds. Here, atlut.sehmtobea
chance to discover how old Ann s n&
the right answer to that questioll t the
hen and a half and an egg and a |
Bulletin,

But it will not tell who killed Gock B.obm or
what the governor of North Catohm said to
the governor of South Carolina.

Ralf. -Bend

Hitler used to talk of lebenmam = living
space. All he has in prospect is dying qpace and
not much of that.

Interpretmg
The War News

By KIRKE L. SIMPSON
ASSOCIATED PRESS WAR MGALY*!

Synchronhin( with allled-!'rench
the west, mi;hty Russian armies af

aimed at Warsaw and the Danzig corrido
north and at the Galati gateway ;
valley and the Balkans in the south

The Russians have captured Iasi,
on the Pruth river above the vital Galati
collapse of the German flank to
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News Behind the News

By PAUL MALLON
(Distribution by King Features Syndicate, Inc. Reproduction in whole
| or in part strictly prohibited.)

WASHINGTON, Aug. 22—No
private telephane or backoffice
appendages were involved in the
Hull-Dewey front page jockey-
ing on world peace.

The participants lpoh lll
they had to say in headlines, But
the refined pol-
itics, the sub-
fle parry and
thrust, were
neglected in
the reports, al-
though these
established
Dewey in =
new intema-
tional charac- :
ter and will be !
of inestimable impomm in
the campaign. |

The adminlmnons u.mpai;n

policy has been to play Dewey
to the public as a barefoot boy
in international affairs, without
experience or ability for leader-
ship. To tear down this concep-
tion has probably been the most
difficult technical task of thp re-
publican leadership, because by
common understanding (without
any agreement whatsoever) par-
tisan discussion of war or peace
has somehow been made taboo.

At the same time, Mr. Roose-
velt has been using war and
peace developments as his jus-
tification for the fourth ferm.
In fact; this has been his whole
campaign thus far.

Some months ago I wrote that
he intended to go to Europe to
campaign from the peace table,
but I understand now he may
go to China first. .

Perhaps the Russians may not
have desired to talk definite
postwar political arrangements
at the top man level, at! this
time, Possibly our ¢onguest of
the nazis may not have moved as
fast as expected, either event,
this current Dumbarton Oaks
conference of Ambassaders and
undersecretaries may not be over
when the war is over,
and Mr. Roosevelt might have to
talk to Churchill alone in| Bu-
rope, rather than have a& big
conference before election.)

The Dewey dtn‘lmh-:ﬁr-
ly well broke 'into this gemeral
line 'of Roosevelt's campal‘n. It

_hlpmdﬂ:isw

- Dewey

The Russian plan for an in-
ternational air force under a
world organization bestirred
Dewey to speak out against do-
mination of the world by the
big four nations to the detriment
of the smaller ones.

This is a subject closer to
State Secretary Hull's heart than
to Churchiil’s or Stalin's and
Hull may have secretly wel-
comed this help from an unex-
pected source. But he handled
the matter in accordance with
the administration campaign
strategy, retorting that Dewey
did not know what he was talk-
ing sbouf, suggesiing that if
cameé down here ~he
would see there was nothing
secret in the conference.

This was supposed to shut
Dewey up, but he accepted an
invitation which was not seri-
ously intended, or even formally
offered and he came forward to
fill it with an international ad-
viser of recognized experience
equal or beyond that of Mr.
Hull (longer anyway). He de-
manded that the big four keep
their armies out of world econo-
mies and submitted the {first
concrete proposal for postwar
action that went beneath the
surface of generalities.

George Foster Dulles, his men-
tor, wrote the peace program
for the Federal Council of
Churches and the American Bar
association, two elements which
could just about elect Dewey in
this church-going, middle class
nation, if the race were close.
At any rate he is an old League
of Nations man, whereas the ad-
ministration had set up a cam-
paign against Dewey as an iso-
lationist.

Furthermore Dewey put his
shoes on and demanded inter-
nationalization of the Ruhr val-
ley, something specific and far
huymd the general agreeing-to-

mills and the great lumber for-
ests in that Ruhr source of Ger-
man power be used to rehabili-
tate the postwar world, instead
o!ourmanwe:cludvel,r

“THE YOUNG IDEA”

By Mossler
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What more egual or fairer
justice could be prescribed than
that the area, formerly run by
an international syndicate of
French, Belgian and German
business men until Hifler stole
it from them, restore with lis
resources the damage Hitler has
done!

The French tried to make the
Ruhr pay for the last war. The
Germans always outmaneuvered
them. Even after the French
moved their armies in January
11, 1923, they were unable fo
get lumber and coal reparations
promised, because ef German
passive resistance.

The Germans finally got the
Dawes plan, whereby they made
others pay their reparations to
the French, and, if I am not mis-
taken, they borrowed money
from us for that purpose. !

Finally the French got 480
million marks in cash and 401
mmiomintoodlltnnexpum
of 184 millions out of the Ruhr,
but the internationalization of
that area now would not only
destroy the roots of German
war power (leaving them only
20 per cent of their coal and
iron production) but it could be
made to pay some of our own
war debt, since we largely have
financed this war.

Mr. Wﬂlklehnu:tedhke_
bear with a bruised nose, and
this has not required acting
ability. First Mr. Roosevelt tried
to get Willkie's following by in-
viting him to come to the White
House. Now Dewey invited him
to Albany.

He went neither place, but he
spoke of “our party” in his tele-

velt he did not intend to get
roped in politically.
Now the game here is to draw
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were there, that at Anzio you
got blasted by German big guns
before you ever got off the boat.
And until the day the Anzio
beachhead burst its bonds to
overflow on to Rome there never
was a time when you were out

looking down on you from the
Alban hills. Here, we already

look down on the Riviera drive.
It's a wonderful feeling.

There are a hundred such lt-
tle differences between this and
any other beachhead the soldiers
have known in North Africa, Si-
cily and I1taly; air superiority
such that when ack-ack guns

with few exceptions. At Antio
you always looked for protec-
tion frem bombs.

The first week at Anzio you
ate whatever you could get and
you were doggone glad to get it.
This is. D-day plus 2 here and
hot meals are being served three

" have- come thus far. Some re-

publican senators fear their
candidate will become involved
at Dumbarton in specific ar-
rangements which will not prove
popular; I do not think so, (spe-
cific l'!mh are unhkﬂ)' )I
at least I believe Dewey's in-
tention is fully to protect him-
self '

To date, anyway, Dewey thus
has adroitly moved to dispel the
administration campaign illu-
sion of  his .incapacity and iso-
lationism and interposed upon
the basic Roosevelt campaign
scheme. In short, he has put his

The therary Guidepost

By Johm Selby -

“WE RIDE A WHITE DON-
KEY" by George FPanetla
(Harcourt, Brace; §2). !
“We Ride a White Donkey” is
a book about one of those wild

Italian families, by George Pan-
etta. Mr.
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(Continued from Page 1)

exports for foreign relief will de-
cline.

The greatest fear is for the old
enemy, over-production, which
haunted the farmers of the coun-
try most of the time in the inter-
val between the wars. This year,
for example, our production of
wheat will be over a billion
bushels, against a domestic need
(aside from stock feed) of not to
exceed 700,-to 800,000 bushels.
We still carry as surplus 11,000,-
000 bales of cotton, about a year’s
production. Our cattle popula-
tion is enormous, and the num-
bers of swine are only a little
lower than peak records.

Looking ahead, “farm leaders
see the necessity for two things
for their own continued well be-
ing: first, full urban employment
#t good wages; and second, con-
tinuation of export sales for our
surplus crops, particularly wheat
and coftton.

Testifying before the senale
committee on postwar economic

Bushrod Allin of the
US bureau of agricultural eco-
nomics warned that unless there
was a real expansion in world
economy, “American agriculture
would need the protection of do-
mestic measures involving per-

haps more governmental activity:

than we experienced during the
depression of the 1930’s."” Speak-
ing of crop quotas he said:

“Of course we could attempt
production control again, but this
certainly would be a defeatist
policy. A defengive resort to
scarcity economics again may
still be in the cards, but we hope
not.."

Just as labor fears “No Help
Wanted” signs, so farmers fear
loss of markets and in that event
the possibility of production quo-
tas, subsidies, and controls, the
revival of all the medicines in
the old new deal medicine case.

There is some sort of a guar-
antee of 90% of parity prices for
the old basic crops of wheat,
corn, cotton, rice and tobacco,
plus certain other crops whose in-
creased production was urged.
This guarantee is for two years
after the end of the war. But no
one seems to know just how it
will work, of whether it will be
tied to reduction of acreage.
Then the expeérience with the
price guarantee on eggs this
spring was not reassuring for fu-
ture protection.

What does all this add up to?
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