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" calling for

" was “general agreement” in favor of the merger.
The is one that sounds plausible. We
“have had instances of failure of coordination by
the two branches of the service; and in Wash-
ington claims have been made that there would
be great economies if the departmenis were
joined and unified purchasing carried out.

But study will show that merging the two
departments is not a guarantee of unity. For
someyunwehavehadpm‘foraug—
arate air force, so there are arguments for di-
vision as well as unification of war services. The
navy fears that in the event of a consolidation it
would suffer and perhaps the army feels the
same way, especially if an admiral was at the
top. The air force might come in with claims
that it was being discriminated against both by
the navy and the infantry division of the army.

Even with a single department headed by a
civilian you would have immediately a division
of the department into army and navy bureaus
with separate chains of command. The rivalries
would continue, and they would be nd less
fierce. In the event of war it still would be ne-
cessary to get the separate services to coordinate
their efforts.

As far as congress is concerned such a merger
would force the merger of the separate commit-
tees on naval and military affairs. But no one
member could absorb all the information ne-
cessary to pass on legislation for all branches of
the service. So again the general committee
would have to be sub-divided.

There is also the matter of tradition of each
fighting service. Both army and navy have an
esprit de corps which is worth something. To
roll both together might destroy something of
that invaluable psychological element which is
indispensable for a good fighting outfit.

In Washington in June the writer heard a ra-
dio forum discussion of this topic, in which our
own Congressman Mott took part. From the
debate we came to the conclusion that substan-

 tial oppesition will develop if a merger bill is

brought up.

Grass Fires
From various parts of the couniry come re-

ports of grass fires. The casual reader is inclined

" to scan this news without appreciating its real

~ fire-fighting equipment. v
| ual farmers or groups of neighbors buy light
iequipmentotunkmdhonwh'mhisvery use-

significance. While our grass fires are nothing
like the Indians set in the open glades of this
valley to keep down forest growth and insure
pasture for horses and deer, and nothing like the
old prairie fires of the plains states, these local
fires are not without real damage. They destroy

pPpasturage, at least for the rest of the season;

they may reach grain fields and degiroy the
crops; they may ignite farm buildings and wipe
them out.

Farmers are giving more attention to the
fighting of fires. Suburban communities and
rural districts are forming fire districts, under
state law, which can levy taxes and purchase
other cases individ-

| ful in putting out grass and other fires. This
i

! equipment is not now available, but "when the

| war is over, farmers will do well to equip them-
selves so they can fight fires in fields and in

buildings more successfully.

Editorial Comment

' MEASURING WORTH OF CITIES

© AN over the United States there is a demand
| that in the post-war the aim of cities must be

- NOT just “bigger and better” but definitely BET-
* TER even where the city happens to be geiting
- bigger as is the case of Eugene.

In the past, two factors—transportation and mar-
kets—have dominated the placement of industry.
There are many indications that in the future,
! LIVING CONDITIONS will be regarded as quite
a8 important by the hardboiled gentlemen who di-
| Why? Because the workman who must live in a
! crowded slum is likely to be both inefficient and “a
. trouble maker” from the employer’s narrow point of
. view. From the community's broader viewpoint, the
_ slum impairs citizenship,

. cities and the results are published in a little book,
" “Your City.” He sets up 10 items by which (upon
. application of cerfain mathematical formulae
. worked out with the U. 8. Census) it is possible to
. determine whether your city is above or below par
. in “good living™: {
- 1. Infant mortality rates.
2. Expenditures for maintenance of parks,
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All now are caught in the' 2ss whipp
confused is the rout that the flight is now re-
ported to be to the Rhine Jatww
intermediate line such as Seiuwt!n
Marne, If this proves true n the battle of
will quickly come to with the lib-
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mations were caught in pockets of _
While the noose was not dri_;b?nﬁﬁt

between Falaise and Argentasi to cap

full remainder of the seventh brmy,
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fantrymen and airmen to General
Eisenhower’s of the dayhﬂ grasped the
“fleeting but te o for a major
allied 'victory.” It is clear too that his forecast

crushing victory “will mean hotable progress
toward the final downfall of our enemy.”
Hitler himself may well meditate on the cap-
tion of the sundial: “It is later iun you think.”
- |
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Stiffening in the East :

~For some weeks the Rumillil,_: have made no
such progress as they did during the latter part
of June and through most of July, In their sum-
mer offensive they swept the ebemy out of the
remainder of Russian ferritory and made some
penetration of the Baltic states and of Poland.
But they have been stopped befdr
still stand at the borders of East :
of the hesitation may be due ta brganization of
armies and communications for I attack, but
there is reason to believe that an resist-
ance has stiffened. b3 ! :

At Warsaw there was a Gérman attack in
force and in one sector of theifront the Rus-
sians admitted yielding a towrk to the enemy.
There have been varying reparts of the dis-
tances of Russians from Warsaw and from East
Prussia, with little indication ot}ecent progress
except toward the latter. 2 :

It may be anticipated that the Germans will
fight with greater fury to defend their own soil;
and the same rule applies in th west as in the
east. Hence the great impo: ge of destroying
the German armies in the fiald rather than
merely forcing them to retreat and yield ter-
ritory. __%
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ASSOCIATED PRESS WAR ANALYST

The war that Hitler made has gome fo German
soil in the east by land as well asnir—this crucial
August weekend and it was movin swiftly toward
a climax in the west. :

Faced with possibilities of disa
front cheer leaders preached the:

Vague promises of new armies amd new weapons
rolled off the lips of nazi spokesmes. Distorted ver-
sions of battles still-raging in #@wns and  cities
which for days have been held by
allies filled the German air. No mi
of the internal revolt in France
conquerors that is ripping
nazi control even before allied

reach the scene. 3

To German troops reeling ~in East
Prussia under Russian blows, 1 remnants
of the once powerful nazi seventh in north-
western France, to survivors of /German
garrisons in southern France, and, of all per-
haps, to “the men of Vichy" their : satellite
have brought sardonic laughter. know the fate
awaiting them with a German t from France.

And it was for that nazi were pre-
paring the German people. It was dy in pro-
gress west of the Seine as they # It was no
less impending in the south as allied Riviera
beachhead expanded against still’ . of =
tion, and as French nﬁ-m
from cover {o pounce upon enemy detach-
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News Behind the News

(Distribution

By PAUL MALLON

|by ng Features Syndicate, Inc. Reproduction in whole
! lor in part strictly prohibited.)

WASHINGTON, Aug. 20 —
Traveling Mr. Roosevelt and his
war publicist, Elmer Davis, came
back from the
Paecitiec front

with i

but indefinite
and almost
warning | reports
about the time
necessary to
crgahhm

nted campaign
next spring will be required and
the end may nof come until a
year from now. So they say now.
This deepening attitude is due
to & new conception of the mili-
tary situation. | |
Next logical for us in the
Pacific are ‘the Philippines, For-
mosa and the sou string of
islands off the Jap mainland
(Ryukyu islands, and even Ky-

ushu, sou large Jap
land group). i

No secret can be made of Gen-
eral MacArthur's | intention to
move promptly upon the Phil-
ipipnes. He promised it. The pre-
sident, aﬂeﬁl calling him to Hono-
luly, confirmed the; promise.

We cannat go anywhere in the
Patific without 'd@ir coverage.
Dangers of {landing " and sustain-
ing troops subject to Jap air at-

lish beachheads on the South
China coast and open a sea route
to Chungking. Our people may be
reluctant to do this without air
bases on Formosa and in the
Philippines to cover that opera-
tion.

But what is needed to annihil-
ate Jap fighting power in China,
is not necessarily our armies, but
weapons and food for the limit-
less number of Chinese who want
to do the job.

The source of Jap military
power, however, is not in their
farflung armies but in the group
of large islands known as the
Jap mainland. If Japan proper
cotuld the armies in
China and here must fall
for lack of supplies, weapons,
even food, as the whole Jap dis-
tribution system would be de-
stroyed. |

As we have 100 aircraft car-
riers plus the overwhelming Pa-
cific seapower we know we con-

sufficiently powerful to blast
straight into Tokyo, carrying our
air coverage with us? It would
save a lot of chasing around and
heavy fighting for preliminary
positions. s

Jap airpower is still a little
better than the German, but not
much. They have

f6rce, but the task is not
1y, e have an admiral

from Norway and Denmark to
overrun England, ravish the
coasts of France, and found set-
tlements from Normandy to Sici-
ly and North Africa, had been
tamed. A century of Christian
teaching gave it a new sense of
direction, and the abhey church
with its attendant dormitory and
refectory and cloister and “great
hall” where in 1460 |Louis XI
constituted the Order of BSt.
Michael, marks its climax.' Of
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ance at Benny's educational gqua-
lifications, so he went up to Can-
ada to visit his aunt and drop-
ped into a RCAF recruiting of-
fice “just to see what their qua-
lifications called for.”

this and of the cathedral of Mon- -

“reale built by Normans settfed in

Sicily, Adams wrote:
“No art—either Greek of By-
zantine, Italian or Arab—has ev-

E_

Burma since mid-May. They said
we could never fight during the

.
:
;

tive granite in storied turrets to
the needle of the central spire is
to Adams the symbol of unity,
“an assertion of God and Man in
a bolder, stronger, closer union
than ever was expressed by any
other art.”

Mont-Saint-Michel is dedicat-
ed to Saint Michael, the archan-
gel militant, but the cathedral of
Chartres belongs to the Virgin
Mary. For her glory architects
and artists and workers labored
to conceive and build this cathe-
dral which still stands as menu-
ment to their vision and skill
Quoting Adams again: {

“Like all great churches, that
are not mere storehouses of the-
ology, Chartres expressed, be-
sides whatever else it meant, an
emotion, the deepest ‘man ever
fit—the struggle of his own lit-
tleness to grasp the infinite: You
may, if you like, figure in it a
mathematical formula of infinity
—the broken arch, our finite idea
of space; the spire, pointing, with
its converging lines, to unity be-
yond space; the sieepless, restless
thrust of the vaults, telling the
unsatisfied, incomplete, over-
‘strained effort of man to rival
the energy, intelligence and pur-
pose of God.”

Mont-Saint-Michel and Char-
tres have been spared the fate of
Monte Cassino. Are they only
relics of medieval art and re-
ligion? Adams, skeptic that he
was, left the Virgin at Chartres
“looking down from a deserted
heaven, into an church, on
a dead faith.” But in the midst
of war when citadels are de-
stroyed in avalanches of metal
and human flesh is seared and

I

* By JOEN ) g
“FINAL SCORE” by Warren

Beek (Knopf; $2.59).

Warren Beck's “Final
is pretty wonderful. It is true
that he gets himself
involved in one of those fictional
devices so popular with novelists,
but even that cannot do too much
harm. device is that Mr.
‘ on telling his story

A

i
;

:
if
IE
b

g E!’i
I

4
i
it

i

i

i
g_

]
5

1
f

E

i

ig
g ;
il

;

!

?

E
]

BLEE
i

!!l!

i
ey
HAt

i

e
=il

i

4
1
i
e
&

=TS
¥

%

¥

il
il

A

15
i

‘a’
i

g
-

asked the crew chief to give him
a cockpit chetk. Hurricanes and
Spitfires had been simple—just
a

stuck on the ground he storms
and swears at the “soft life” he
says the boys lead. He says
“They’re all spoon-fed, good
guys, and have got what it takes,
but not trained right.® Then he
beats on the table, roaring about
how they should be trained.

“Benny, you're nuts”
ranking officer will tell him
good-naturedly. “You can't run
an air force that way.”

Then, in an aside not intended

would give for a squadron of
guys just like him”™
Benny doesn’t

of this Pacific war for me,
malaria too easy. Those

be handling the sit-
t by themselves.”

, speculative look comes

his eyes:

“But that's quite a little war

they've got out there in the Pa-
cific, at that, isn't it?”

be
shattered by a Thunderbolt and
the men around the maps will
look up an ask “Where’s Benny?"”

War Prisoner
“Coddling” Is
Investigated

WASHINGTON, Aug. 19-(#)-
Reports of “coddling” of axis war
prisoners and “unworthy” treat-
ment of wounded United States
service men are being investigated
by the house military committee,
Chairman May (D-Ky.) disclosed
today.

Committee investigators, - May
told reporters, have been sent to
prison camps in Kentucky and
Penngylvania to inquire into com-
plaints “thal axis. prisoners of
war are being coddled and treated
like heroces.”

“We have received many com-
plaints,” the Kentuckian said,
“and according to reports some of
these prisoners are being treated
like guests,| being transported to
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