LONDON, Aug. '15.~(#)-Three
‘ thousand American and British
planes, two-thirds of them bomb-
ers, cast 8000 tons of explosives
‘on a score of enemy air bases and
‘airdromes in B elgium, Holland
and Germany today, while anoth-
er powerful force of Italian-based
" heavyweights hopped the Medit-
erranean to southern France and
" blasted a wide path for the new
ground invasion there.
A force of 1100 RAF Lancasters
and Halifaxes and neacly 1000 US
_, Flying Fortresses and Liberators
churned up enemy air strips,
wrecked buildings, and left flam-
ing wrecks of 180 ‘to 270 Nazi
planes caught parked on the fields.
Fighters escorting the American
bombers also destroyed .a number
of planes on the ground, disabled

62 locomotives, and, destroyed or

damaged. 188 railway cars.

Moderate enemy opposition in -

the air was encountered, the bomb-
ers knocking down 13 planes and
the fighters bagging 14 for a total
of 27. Sixteen bombers and five
fighterd failed to rethin.

Along the famous Riviera play-
ground ‘in southern France the Al-
lied planes not only ripped open
» paths for the invasion troops, but
flew i air-borne soldiers. At-
tacks on the coast and stralegic
areas inland from the Mediter-
ranean have been carried out for
some time, climaxed by a thun-
derous three-day bombardment of
beach targets ending Monday.
Then the Allied tactical operations
began in cooperation with naval
gunning.

- Negroes Raid
‘ Italian Unit
- At Ft. Lawton

SEATTLE, Aug. 15{#-A ne-
+ gro spldier’'s raid on sleeping
. members of an Italian military
service unit at Fort Lawton was
reported officially tonight, and a
port of embarkation statement said
that “a short time following the
fight the body of one of the Ital-
ian soldiers was found hanging
from a nearby tree.”
*  The military statement refrained
carefully from placing responsi-
bility for the hanging, and said
an immediate investigation was
launched aftér the incident
midnight. :
Twenty-four of the Italians, who
< originally were brought to the
® United States as prisoners of war,
i were reported injured, and hos-
" hospitalized. A lesser number of
the attackers, who were said to
. have been armed with rocks, were
* injured. The dead Italian was
* ddentified as Gughielmo Olivanta.

Military authorities said the at-
tackers were arrested. The army
state said the possibility of sui-
cide will be investigated.

Military officers gave no hint
a8 to the cause of the melee. One
officer said “There has been no
previous trouble or appearance of
fll will on the part of other per-
sonnel at the post” toward the
Italians, who have been guartered
there several months.

The Italian service units are
composed of prisoners of war. who
have pledged allegiance to the al-
lied cause. There has been some
public criticism recently of the
recreational privileges extended to
the Italians, but military authori-
ties explained that they are aiding
the war effort by labor in behalf
of the armed forces.

The official statement said no
other information would be avail-
able until after the investigation
is completed.

Postwar Air
Travel Fast

KANSAS CITY, Aug. 15— (P
Jack Frye, president of Trans-
continental & Western Air, Inc,,
tonight predicted post- war air
transport service would bring any
point in the United States within
26 hours flying time of any other
part of the world.
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First American troops to land In France in the new invasion, the paratroops leave
Mediterranean shore dotied with their collapsible p
Usmm.mm.—(uwmmmmmmy.

fields inland from the
This was the first phote i{o reach the

Bombers Fire
Nip Buildings
On Halmahera

Southwest Pacitic, Wednesday,
Aug. 18.—(#)-Low-flying Mm:hell
i medium bombers set afire Japan-
ese warehouses and other instal-
lations in raids upon Halmahera
lisland and Ternate island lying
{just off Halmahera, headquarlers
| announced today.
-f Liberators also raided Halma-
| hera Monday, smashing at instal-
lations along the shores of Wasile
'bay and setting stores afire and
exploding ammunition dumps.

Antiaircraft fire was intense.

Headquarters also announced
that air patrols sank eight Japan-
ese sailing vessels off Ceram,
south of Halmahera.

The continuous raids in this
area have threatened the Halma-

of which Gen. Douglas MacArthur
says would imperil Japan's con-
quests south of China, placing
them “In grave danger of flank
envelopment.”

Wiley Leads
In Wisconsin

MILWAUKEE, Aug. 15-(#)-US
Sen. Alexander Wiley, administra-
tion critic apparently was assured
of the republican nomination
while two congressional candi-
dates who had the backing of the
CIO political action committee
were trailing in Wisconsin’s pri-
mary election tonight.

With nearly one-half of the
state’s precincts reporting, Wiley
had a lead of more than two to one
over his nearest opponent.

Rep. Thad Wasielewski, demo-
crat and an administration sup-
porter, seeking a third term from
the fourth congressional district
was far out in front of his nearest
opponent, Anthony P. Gawronski,
who had the backing of the PAC
in the fifth district. Another con-
gressional candidate backed by the
PAC, Klem Kalvelage, was trail-
|ing Andrew J. Bemiller, former
state senator, for the democratic
nomination.

Daener Buys
Bloch’s Store

Sale of Bloch’s Golden Rule de-
partment store, 220 North Liber-
ty street, to Albert J. Daener, Los
Angeles merchant who has farm
interests in Washington, was an-
nounced Tuesday by Marcel
Bloch.

With his brother, Paul Biloch,
who died here this month, he had
established the store more than
18 years ago. He plans to take a
long vacation and will continue
to make his home here. Daener,
who has taken qwer operation of

the store, is staying at the Marion
hotel.

oc Glass of Beer
Returns to Maryland
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An American ra
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: attaches parachmie-opening web in prepar-
ation for his jump over southern France as an opening of the new
invasion thrust, This photo, received Ang. 15 by radie frem IHaly,
was takem-over France and was one of the first showing troops em
route to Invasion.—(AF Wirephoto from Signal Corps Eadlophete).

point at the moment.
Paiton Leads Third

in the west were made public,

Omar N. Bradley.

Army group.’
'| Hodges Has Post !
Hard-hitting

Patrol Fight
Only Action
At Florence

German patrols three miles south-

in all other sectors the Ifalian

ters said today. _
German shelling of Florence al-

.| most ceased and the allied posi-
tion there “continues to improve
steadily,” headquarters added. Al-
though there was some interfer-
ence from snipers, food, water and
medical supplies continued mov-
ing into the city in great volume

for the civil population.

by the United States, which has
long awaifed this zero hour. :

Itisan g army of Poilus
and their fight is more than a
war against Germany. What about
their parents, wi sweethearis?
What is the fate of those that were
left under the Sazi rule? What
of their homes, Jestroyed?
On Equal Terms |

They are on egual ferms with)
the Germans now, their equip-
ment even more modern and
deadly than the machinery of the|
1940 nazi blitzkrj :

As far back as December, 1942,

a mission
Bethouart, came g

to arrange f
mdmrﬁu:n?e

y General
this country
re-equipment

French military fitress .‘rg-
soon achieved and met its first
successful test i3 the. reconguest

Associated Press Staff Writer

The French afmy of liberation, some 'of whose units landed in
southern Franoa yesterday, is a well-equipped modern force of
some 300,000 to 400,000 men;, with a complement of several thou-
sand Jeanne d'Arcs, for unromantically known as French WACs.

It is a result of a renascence which began in north Africa back
in the Tunisian gampaign—an army clothed and rearmed mainly

-

French Army of Liberation |
Well Eqmpped Modern Force

| By RICHARD TOMPKINS

mans.

tic treasures.

laws in 1780.

nothing official was said on this

 Headquarters disclosed’ today
that Lt. Gen. George S. Patton, jr.,
is the commander of the new
| American Third army, existence
of which was first disclosed offi-
cially yesterday, gnd other new
details of the Allied organization

The newly-formed American or-

- | conference at Eisenhower's comi-
Completing :
Gen. Eisenhower's team in the
west is Gen.Sir Bernard L. Mont-

Gen, Patton com-
mands the American third army
under Bradley and Lt. Gen. Court-
ney H. Hodges had taken Brad-
ley's former place as commander |
of the American first army. A

French division of armor under

ROME, Aug. 15+(#)—A brisk en-
gagement developed when fifth
army patrols made contact with

east of Pontedera yesterday but

land front was quiet except for
artillery duels, allied headguar-

Allied tanks and mortars en-
gaged the enemy on both sides of
the, Ammo bend west of Signa.

Eighth army troops mopping up
pockets of resistance in the Em-

poli area killed at least 25 Ger-

At Florence it was learned that
five of Florence's beautiful
bridges were blown up without
any prior announcement to Flor-
ence citizens who had been deal-
ing with the Germans seeking an
understanding with the sllies to
save the city's historic and artis-
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desert. general
in the north _ :
fighting under /|

-~ : : ted | bor, was outlining the federation's
Sir Miles C. Dempsey of the B taking a sound | legislative program (it's agin three
tish § i and Lt Gen. H.|beating. In the campaigns lying|bills on the November ballot),
D. G. Créar of the Canadian first| ahead numbers of such tactical|there was at least one laboring
Devers Helps Wilson . |even it we reslize our foridest V-
Wilson's deputy commander in | hopes in a situation such ‘as this, [ Of course, tis barely possible
the 3 is US Lt. Gen. | we are still a long ‘way from the | that the man came in the street

m'l’... mmmsumr-rm RE e .{ door after most of the speech was
ﬁ"b‘ ‘Aleidnder D.‘“!,'l_linmd of | “All of us are keyed up fo keep | 2V~ But I have reason to.be-
the allied forces in Italy. It was|on intensifying pur-etforts to the | JeV® e did not.
not oftictally. indicated who Was | moment of final, victory-no mat-| AnYhow, Mr. Marr had no soon-
the- pothmiars : the |ac- | ter how 4w-‘¥., : er finished telling the boys that
mm - f'hmm w#’ii S5 organjzed labor is opposed to the
. -m',m. = s ."'"_Im"_ = : Ry lhttle Townsend plan bill than this
hl‘mortheﬁmﬂ Jt‘m*vaIOEﬁca ad was out among 'em han

orbit as it moves across France,
There is yet another great force'
in the west not yet in use, the

The ‘announcement o ﬁu new

commands affecting Bradley,| -

Hodges and Patton came at & préss

mand post in Normandy where the
supreme commander issued a war-
ning against expecting the end of
the Germans ip the west would
come in a_few ‘weeks. o
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Petitions Don’t |
Change Snell’s
Mind on Call™

Petitions bearing 25,000 signa-
tures asking for a special one-day
session of the legislature to change
the soldier voting law, filed here
Tuesday by the chairman of the
Multnomah county democratic
central committee, haven't chan-
ged the mind of Gov. Earl Snell. 1
Tuesday afternoon he announced
he would not issue the call which
would convene the legislature.

“1' attach no political signifi-
cance to the fact that the petitions
were brought to Salem by the
county chairman of the democratic
party” (George Lavey) hesaid in
a prepared statement for the
press. “It is a case largely of mig-.
understanding and lack of infor-
mation.”

Snell said that with the county
clerks of Oregon he was “assured
beyond question that Oregon's
members of the armed forces will
have full opportunity to wvote”

State democratic party leaders
had demanded that a special ses-
sion be called to advance the date
for filing by independent candi-
dates so that ballots could be
mailed earlier. Under the present
setup there would be at least 43
days to get ballots to and from
servicemen, Snell pointed out
Tuesday.

If, however, state ballots could
not be mailed in time for some
remote servicemen, then the fed-
eral ballot could be used, he em-

hasized. r;

Referring to statements that
many soldiers didn't get to vote
in the primary, Gov. Snell said
“No organized effort was made for
primary voting.”

@

Bowman, 19, commit-
ted” - Myltnomah county;
walked off from the Cottage farm
of the state hospital for the insane
Tuesday afternoon,

Still at large also are Robert W.
McCaren, state prison trusty, and
two youths from the
home,

War Pré'is.oner
Labor Won’t
Be Used Here
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pression of appreciation to them,
both ‘canners ‘and employes be-

lieve. Civilians must do the job.

Lt. Col. V. H. Kuschel, regional
labor officer of  the labor branch,

probable pack shortage here,

Ninth service command, with
headquarters at Ft. Douglas, Utah,
came to Salem 'fo meet with the
industry, having learned through
the procurement division of a

Practically every plant in Mar-
ion and Polk counties was repre-
sented by persopnel and top man-
agement. In addition - to Keith,
the canneryworkers union was
represented by Theresa Hassen-
stab, organizer, and Charles L.
Smith, AFL organizer. J. D. Wil-
son, war manpower commission,
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