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*No Fevor Sways Us; No Fear Shall Awe”
From First Statesman, March 28, 1851
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Mission to Moscow

Announcement of the assumption of civil

authority in liberated Poland by a committee of
Poles, made public in Moscow, caused Premier
Stanislaw Mikolajczyk of the Polish govern-
ment-in-exile to start at once for Moscow in
hopes he can get some recognition for his own
regime. The Polish government-in-exile which
has been domiciled in London does have the
claim of legitimacy. It is a continuation of the
last government in Poland, and enjoys the rec-
ognition of Great Britain.
+ The root of the trouble is Russia’s claim to
parts of eastern Poland which the USSR seized
following its deal with Hitler in 1939. Though
pushed out of this territory. by the advancing
German armies in 1941 Russia renewed its
claim as its own armies pushed the German
invaders back./The Polish government-in-exile
protested this claim and later repeated a Ger-
man charge that the Russians had executed
thousands of Poles. The USSR took offense at
this and broke relations with the Poles in Lon-
don.

Poor Poland has suffered all through its his-
tory from its greedy neighbors, undergoing
three partitions until it was extinguished as an
independent country, its territory divided
among Prussia, Russia and Austria. The Poles
retained their independent spirit, however, and
set up their country again after the first world
war. The Polish landlords are of course opposed
to Russian acquisition of their holdings because
they fear confiscation of their lands. Other
Poles, however, are eager for the break-up of
these landed estates. These differences affect
attitudes toward Soviet Russia.

Since in portions of the disputed territory the
population is more Russian than Polish, and
since Russian military might is overwhelming
the only hope the Poles have is to make some
agreement with Russia. For some time the Lon-
don group has been trying to regain recognition
from Russia, and the trip of the premier is a
final effort to save their own government and
to save as much of pre-1939 Poland as possible.
In any event Poland will have to keep in step
with the wishes of the Kremlin for a long time

to come, ;

Rail Refinancing

The turn in the fortunes of railroads is a god-
send for their financial structures. Instead of
paying the increased earnings all out in divi-
dends, ,i'the companies are cutting down their
funded; debt. New York Central, for instance,
has reduced its in the past decade by about
$100 million, and ‘about that much accumu-
lated in cash or liguid reserves. This improve-
ment in financial position also enables strong

. roads to refinance their debt at lower interest

rates, the same as utilities have been doing for
several years.

An illustration of the latter course is the
Great Northern railway which will shortly call
for redemption $119,887,700 principal amount
of bonds and notes. To provide the money to
pay off these bonds and notes the road will put

out a new issue of its general mortgage in the

amount of $100 million, and pay the remainder
which with premium will amount to $23 million,
in cash. The interest rate on the bonds being

“called is 4 or 4% 9%. The interest on the new

bonds will be from 315 to 3% %. Over the life
of the bonds which mature in 1960, 1970 and
1980 the savings in interest will be considerable.
If railway earnings remain fairly steady we
can look forward to continued reductions in
debt and to refunding operations which will
take advantage of low money rates. However,
after the war the roads will require heavy out-
lays for improvements. New equipment may be
financed with equipment trust certificates; but
extensive reconstruction of grade and relaying
of steel will require financing either out of earn-
_ings or out of new bond issues. Undoubtedly the
"roads are conserving cash for this purpose, and
" plan to modernize their plant and equipment to
meet postwar competition.
It is in the national interest to have railroads
i solvent and able to finance their requirements.
| The war has proven that railroads are essential
_and the country ought not to let them starve
when the war boom ends.

_ Congressman Dies has asked Attorney Gen-
-eral Biddle to start proceedings under the Hatch
‘act against administration officeholders who did
. & lot of telephone talk with the CIO political
“action committee. It seems that the White house
‘wire was busy with phone calls to Mrs. Roose-
“welt, Lowell Mellett, Jonathan Daniels, David
K. Niles, and Samuel Rosenman, all White
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expected to flow turned out to be a mere trickle,

In fact, so scant is the real information of
the nature and extent of the reported plot
against Hitler that our suspition is mounting

which heightens this suspicion is the picture
published of the room in GHQ where the ex-
plosion was said to have taken place. There was
one picture which showed very complete ruina-
tion of the room—walls, ceiling, furniture. A
circled X marked the spot where Hitler was re-
ported as having stood when the teller mine
blew up. It is difficult to-believe that if he had
been there he would have escaped with minor
injuries and holes inh his paots.

While early reports had it that Hitler suf-

ly after the blow-up, to recegive Mussolini in
audience, and show him the room. Of course
Mussolini may have softening of the brain so
that little mental effort was required to carry
on a conversation with him; but ordinarily one
suffering even from a light concussion doesn’{
engage in conferences and shortly after go on
the radio to rant and rave in his usual violent
manner.

The whole episode may have been trumped
up to give the Nazi ringleaders an excuse to
tighten their grip on Germany, and perhaps to
HEAD OFT a revolt of the generals. The gang
realizes that with them it is rule or ruin, and
they are determined to ruin Europe and Ger-
many before they yield their power.

Desecrating Jap Cemetery

A year or so ago a bunch of Portland paci«
fists took it on themselves to ciit weeds and dec-
orate the graves in a Japanese cemetery in
Portland, which roused our editorial ire. It look-
ed like an offensive gesture at our own country.

But recently pictures have been printed of
the desecration of the graves in the Japanese
burying ground through overturning and scat-
tering of tombstones. These acts of vandalism
deserve severe reproof and if possible punish-
ment at law. There is no occasion to desecrata
the graves of Japanese who have died in this
country. Such action does not bolster the Ameri-
can cause or cripple in a single iota the Japa-
nese might. It takes a low form of courage to
vandalize a city of the dead. One may be cer-
tain that those who did it probably never will
get closé to the firing line in the Pacific.

Pres. Roosevelt says he will not indulge in
campaigning “as such”, but will reserve the
privilege of informing the people and exposing
“misrepresentations.” We wonder what pro-
mise he will reiterate, “agane and agane”, which
he will forget promptly if he is reelected.

Interpreting
The War News

By KIRKE L. SIMPSON
ASSOCIATED PRESS WAR ANALYST

The plain evidence of critical Nazi shortage of
manpower was wrilten across the war maps this
bitterest weekend of the struggle for Germany. It
was being shouted, too, from the housetops in Ger-
many itself by a triumvirate of fanatical party fol-
lowers desperately boot-strapped {o supreme
powers to meet a multiple crisis.

There were intimations that, shaken by his own
narrow escape from death at German hands, Hitler
had virtually divested himself to all but the sym-~

bolism of the leadership, turned over the actual

authority at home and at his faltering fighting
fronts to Messrs Goering, Himmler and Goebbels.
In the east the Nazi front from the Baltic to
the Carpathian passes that lead down into the
Hungarian plain was buckling under an all but
continent-wide torrent of Russian attack. Berlin
openly admitted flight in process along the whole
line to some shorter fromt fo conserve manpower,
and the dispaich of jealously hoarded home reserves
to meet the Red-avalanche.

Stanislaw, Lwow, Brest Litovsk, Bialysiok,
Kaunas and Narva all were left behind. Siauliai,
balfway across Lithuania to the Baltic coast, fell
to the Russians. That cut the land
escape route southward for up to two score Nazi
diviisons in the upper tier Baiti¢ states. ¢
Far te the south Berlin admitted “withdrawal”

Dnestr and the San. Przemysl seemed
split the German east front apart and expose
Cow and German Silesia. In the center
the Brest Litovsk eastern 18T
saw to frontal assault. A
attack rolled northwestward up
the Vistula less than three
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The “Yanks” Are Coming

]
News

Behind the News

By PAUL MALLON

(Distribution by King Features Syndicate, Inc. Reproduction in whole
or in part strictly prohibited.)

WASHINGTON, July 30—The
world money and bank plans de-

the press as a ¥ :
a few billidnl pounds of psteel
wool. No one [can take it qplrt
and say what each strand means
—or even what use will be made
of the whole. But surveying the
way, this much of it is apparent
to objective experts:

These contrivances are only
the last step in an American the-
ory which began in the last war.
Then we had the war loans and
debts. Next in peace we had the
export-import bank which work-
ed into lend-lease, and now lend-
lease has worked into this post-
war proposal.

The basic theory of all is the
same, namely:

It is up 10 us as a nation of
great wealth to! supply the insa-
tiable .demangs of the world for
goods, These supplies must be
given on credit, [the easiest credit,
which probably will not be re-
paid in the future as they have
never been g repaid in
the past. {1

*‘The South American govern-
ments are literglly rich from the
war, yet they have not repaid the
bonds sold to Americans, and if
you will note the gquotations on
these on the New York ex-
changes, our expectations are not
high.) Eo

As a matter of fact, a leading
commentator has written that we

rangement is cheap at any price
in view of what the world is fac-
ing, although these loans are not
alone to be for war rehabilita-
tion, you must understand, but
for “development” of all nations.

Now this line of thought, this
notion we have been following
since 1915 has been popular in
this country. Most people seem
to like the idea ,and support it.

Indeed, it is my guess that the
next congress, if it is anything
like this one, will surely accept
the monetary scheme and possi-
biy even the bank.

The reason the idea is popular
is because people think we profit
by selling our goods abroad, that
these credits will be largely
spent in this country, furnishing
stimulation to labor and business.
All export businesses are’ thor-
oughly for it.

But actually it takes substance
out of the couniry in the ultimate
end, because it is apparent the
foreign governments actually
cannot repay us for what they

get.

We call this kind of thing the
promotion of “foreign trade.”
Octually it is promoting only
one-way irade, exporting. The
only way we could be repaid is
for us to receive an equal amount
of goods from the foreign bor-
rowers, things of substance in
equal value.

But we ourselves prevent this
by another policy which also is
popular among us. Our people
do not want foreign goods com-
ing here in competition with our
own. '

The motor manufacturer, for
instance, wants to sell American
cars around the world, but he
does not want British cars com-
ing in here. He is no different
from the farmer who does not
want Argentine beef coming in,
but wants to sell annual sur-
pluses in the world market.

I am not now quarreling with
any of these theoriess. I am
merely presenting the funda-
mentals behind the Bretton
Woods agreements, the factors
which inspired them, so that you
may better understand them. I
will present a detailed analysis
of them soon.

But fundamentally they per-
petuate an incongruity, a com-
flicting way in which we are in-
volved—on the one hand to give
money-credits we hardly expect

into the Carpathian foothills between the Upper -

“THE YOUNG IDEA”

By Mossler
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literature. It is something as
truly a part of America as Tom
Sawyer and Huck Finn, or
Whitman's poetic catalogues.
But it comes from the Browns-
ville neighborhood of Texas, and
hence is almost as Mexican as
it is American.

Mr.

a fiddler who wandered among
the Spanish-American villages
of the district playing for wed-
dings, catching wild ponies on
occasion, hunting, wenching and
otherwise filling what time he
did not need for his tequila bot-
tle. He was a big man

and
_ bearded. He had an air, too, and

With a couple of cronies, he
got himself very drunk on the
way to a wedding. He pretended
fo be the Devil to frighten a

L Hiaintl
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a victory which would put them
out of a job.

Machiavelll, who made fre-
quent trips to the camps of the

mercenaries, soon concluded they

were a vain reed {o lean on. So
bhe and his superior recommend-
ed a new kind of attack, the di-
version of the river Arno.from
Pisa, but this project failed.
(Gen. Grant tried to cut a canal
to divert the Mississippi in his
siege of Vicksburg, which proved
a failure too). -
Then after a fresh band of
mercenaries failed to take Pisa
by storm Machiavelli came out
with his plan of a conscript mil-
itia drawn from the residents of
Florence and its surrounding
countryside. This army finally
reduced Pisa. A few years later
the defects of militia were re-
vealed when Florence, guessing
wrong in siding with France
against Spain, saw its militia run
disgracefully when they faced
the imperial armies. The capit-
ulation of Florence meant the
downfall of the political party to
which Machiavelll belonged,
brought the return of the exiled
Medici to the city. " Machiawvelli,
losing public office, turned to
writing and thereby gained a far
more enduring fame.

The gist of Machiavelli's
thinking on military matiers may

be set down thus:

The use of citizen armies, or
militia, instead of mercenaries,
who followed war for a living
and hence had no taste for dying.
Machiavelli saw no hope for Italy
save in the creation of patriotic,
national armies. It was the ap-
plication of this idea in Camot’s
levee en masse in the days of the
French revolution, and firing
them with revolutionary zeal
which saved France. Garibaldi's
army of liberation which opened
the way for Italiamn unification
likewise embodied this concep-
tion of a national army, and now
it is in general use,

Although was coming
into use at the time, and cavalry
was still very popular, Machia-
velli put his reliance on the in-
fantry, Today the infantry is
still “queen of battles”, and the
experience in Europe shows that
only the foot soldier can win and
hold ground and defeat enemy
armies.

Machiavelli urged that great
care be taken in selection of
camp sites and that atiention be
given to the health and feeding
of soldiers.

“It is not gold, but good sol-
diers that insure success in war,”

didn't bring French victory.
Machiavelli objected to lock-
ing armies up in fortregses. While
the garrisoning of fortresses be-
came the vogue a century and a
half later( recall Vauban's bor-

idea of the great Flor-
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miles around before he
crossed the channel

The little inn near the castle
was getting too hot so we pulled
out. I don't know what the Ger-
mans were looking for because
the village is innocent of any
military objectives. But every
night at 11 o'clock when the last
glow of summer twilight faded
into darkness the Germans
came over low and fast, crump-
ing their bombs and sometimes
machine-gunning rooftops.

The ack-ack was beautiful to
watch and sgmetimes we used to
stand at the shattered windows,
looking up at the leaping chains
of fire that wriggled higher and
higher into the skies like neon-
lit caterpillars.

Then at the last night one of
the caterpillars slammed into a
German plane and Jerry came
mmtntk straight down and
crashed with a terrific explosion
into the garden behind the inn.
The building’s stout old walls,
a good two feet thick, shook like
the crazy house at Coney. Island,
so0 we decided it was time to
move on.

Tonight we are billeted in a
stone-walled farmm house in a
tiny crossroads village that
somehow seems to have escaped
the whirlwind of war. The farm-
yard looks like that of a peace-
ful Wisconsin farm—chickens
and geese running under an ap-
ple tree in the back garden, and
beyond, fields of newly har-
vested wheat and lush green
pastures with cows grazing and
lowing mournfully.

justified what we now call total
war, and voiced the opinion that
“battle is the end for which all
armies are raised.” Clausewitz,
the great German military writ-
er, in many ways merely mod-
ernizes and amplifies this funda-
mental idea of Machiavelli's.

Italy again seems to be merely
the battle ground for outside
armies, The Italian desire or
capacity for warfare seems to
have perished with the downfall
of the Roman empire. Since then

tate control of Italian affairs,
Perhaps the citizens of Florence
today, conscious of the shuttling
of foreign armies across Italy in
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