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Wheat in California .
The Pacific Rural Press of San Francisco

has on the front page of a recent issue a pic-

ture of a California girl in a California wheat

_field. While ordinarily we associate California’s

agriculture with oranges, head lettuce, English
walnuts and olives and grapes, the PRP re-
minds us that back in the 1880’s California was
the leading wheat producer of the nation, and
that “long before that it was the testing ground
and inventor’s paradise for wheat machinery.”

The Sacramento valley used to be a great
wheat-producer. Transient harvest labor lived
in the jungles of willows alpng the river. Cali-
fornia gave us the combined harvester, and con-
tributed greatly to the crawler-type tractor,
Now California has gone in more for specialty
crops. Irrigation on former wheat lands makes
them produce crops of greater value—like rice
in the Sacramento valley. The wheat that is
grown in that state is on non-irrigated farms, in
rotation with barley, and is used chiefly as a
feed crop for poultry and livestock.

It is strange but true, that though wheat is
the most important field crop for human food,
it is steadily pushed out to the marginal lands.
The older lands turn to the specialty crops or
to feed crops for livestock, and wheat-growing
moves on to the newer lands or the cheaper
lands. Certain factors make this practical. For
instance, wheat can’ be grown on drier lands
than most any other. field crop. The farming
practice for wheat-growing is simple and fa-
miliar to most farmers. The machinery required
may be simple, although now more elaborate,
spécialized implements are in common use.
Anyway, the bulk of our wheat is grown in
the semi-arid regions of the plains states, in
Montana, in the dry intermountain section of
the northwest, on the broad prairie lands of
Canada, These lands are usually cheap lands—
as their values go up the owners must turn to
crops of more value.

Yet out of these marginal or low-value lands
farmers produce the wheat for bread, “the staff
of life.” They accept the uncertainties of yield
and of price which swing in wider ranges than
for most other crops. And this year the wheat-
growers of America are busy now harvesting
over a billion bushels of wheat, one of the larg-
est crops on record. This will provide plenty of
hread for Americans, large quantities for ani-
mal feed and huge stocks to ship overseas. Our
‘wheat-growers have won an “A"” flag for food
production in wartime.

Father Thompson

For six years Father George Thompson lived
in retirement at Marylhurst. His was not the
retirement for meditation, out of a desire to
withdraw from the world, but a forced retire-
ment because of ill health. Father Thompson
was highly venerated among Catholic clergy in
the state, particularly because of his work in
the field of industrial relations. He served in im-
portant capacities in the settlement of labor
disputes, and revealed a deep interest in the
welfare of workingmen which remained with
him when he was forced to give up his Portland
pastorate. His passing now affords opportunity

{o recognize the fine public service he rendered,
in addition to his religious work.

Couples, the war department rules, may be
married by mail, if state law permits. But that
doesn't mean you can get yourself a spouse
JJust by mail order.

Editorial Comment

From Other Papers

NOT S0 FAST, PLEASE

Doubtless as a means of solving the gasoline
and tire shortage, a Lane county farm woman the
other day drove a horse and buggy into Eugene
and parked on a downtown street. She was care-
ful to observe, in so far as the dimensions of her
conveyance and its “engine” permitted,

‘concern, ’
But in the abstract, de recognize here a problem
p to the evolution of

‘Treasury

Deficit S -

Figures have recently been published cover«
ing the fiscal operations of the United States
treasury in the year ending June 30th last. Ex«
penditures amounted to $93,744 million, which
was $15,565 million more than for the preced-
ing fiscal year. Receipts, however, nearly dou-

- bled, reaching a total of $44,149 million. This

left a deficit of $49,585 million as compared with
$55,897 for 1942-43, Thrifty Americans can take
what comfort they may out of this reduction in
deficit of over $6 million. -

The public debt has increased from $136,696
million to $201,003 million, anid we can anticls
pate further large additions to our debt as long
the war lasts. The total will reach around $300,-
000 million at least. Nor is the postwar outlook
very encouraging insofar as attaining a balance
ed budget is concerned. War expenses will con-
tinue for many years (the country is still pay-
ing pensions to veterans of the Civil war), and
our military establishment will remain greatly
enlarged and hence more costly for years to
come. The interest on the public debt, which
amounted to $2,609 million last year (up $801
million) will settle at somewhere around five
billion dollars.

How to continue to make ends meet will be
a question to vex secretaries of the treasury
and presidents with any sense of financial re-
sponsibility. There will be great savings when
the fighting ends and war production tapers off.
But our continued solvency would seem to de-
pend more on large national income than on
dollar-pinching in cutting off expenses. Hence
the urgency of attack on looming postwar prob-
lems of employment, of reconversion of indus-
try, of incentives to investment. The country
can swing its financial burdens, but the people
must look at the doughnut and not at the hole
—at income-creating enterprises rather than in-
come-depleting recession.

Gas Use Heavy

That the shortage of gasoline on this coast
is real is made clear in the news report that
although 85,000 barrels of military petroleum
products are now being shipped daily by rail
from gulf and southwest refineries to the Pacific
coast, the shipping of crude oil from Texas to
California refineries may start almost immedi-
ately. It is proposed to ship 40,000 barrels of
crude by rail, which will require 2500 cars that
must be gathered in from other parts of the
country. !

There is no chance for an increase in gas ra-
tions for A-cardholders so long as the war con-
tinues its present rate of gas ¢onsumption. With
airplanes flying by the hundreds and thousands
and our navy continuing to add warships, the
demands of the military will continue or in-
crease until one of the wars is concluded. Cer-
tainly we shouldn’'t cheat our army and navy
of gas, if that would delay victory by an hour.

In Portland and Oregon City half-time only
is allowed for lawn irrigation. In Eugene users
are urged to conserve water. Population of these
cities has been increasing until the water sys-
tem is overtaxed. After the war there will be
a rush to lay more pipe to augment supplies.
It is just one of the many items on the list of
things to do postwar which will help take up
the drop in employment as war industry shuts
down,

Interpfeting
The War News

By KIRKE L. SIMPSON
ASSOCIATED PRESS WAR ANALYST

The roaring American ;rouﬁd-air attack in Nor-
mandy has reached out to do more than snap shut

sight of cracking open the Avranches gateway to
Britanny, a logical next step in Gen. Eisenhower’s
developing invasion offensive.
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SEEINS
TO INE

{Continged from Page 1)

He we are in a world at war,
earnestly hoping- for an early
military vi¢tory whose gains for
humanity will be clinched with
appropriate political decisions.
Pressing is'not merely the gues-
tion of the farm of postwar in-
ternational; organization, though
that has received most of the
attention, but also the immedi-
ate problems of Europe's restor-
ation, the revival of world trade
and how it shall be handled, the
strengthening of China, the off-

setting of | fascist Influence in_

South Ameérica (the Argentine),
and the fostering of orderly
democratic. governments in Eu-
ropean countries. "

On the dowestic front we haveé
grave questions of public fi-
nance, of debt and taxation, of
conversion of war plant, of tar-
iff policies, of monopolies of
capital and of labor unmions, of
price and wage controls, of gov-
ernment in relation to agricul-
ture, of full employment. Surely
these are of far graver moment
than whether administration of

employment services should go

back to the state, or whether the
national guard should remain
federalized, or how much mon-
ey, if any, the federal govern-
ment should provide for local
public works,

The public, the voting public,
is waiting fer Gov. Dewey to
outline his political philosophy
with respect to these major is-
sues, which are already haunt-
ing politicians and businessmen
and labor leaders as well as
statesmen jand heavy thinkers.
Dewey’s prompt and spirited re-

moth - ealen questions about
states’ rights At least he has
not repeated the famous mistake
of James G. Blaine, |

Unless Gov. Dewey builds his
campaign to ¢over constructively

thtMnrmfmdm-m-
try and of world, then he
republicans

Inside Washington

(Special te Ceniral Press)

home, or my-only-career-is-my-

WASHINGTON — Despite the husband type of woman.

smashing progress made by Am-
erican forces against the Japa-
nese in the Pacific, conservative
navy men do not expect the en-
emy to collapse before late 1943
or early 1948.

What worries most naval offi-
cers is the fact that the constant
victories will result in a serious
disruption of needed production
at home as more and more work-
ers try to find steady jobs they
can keep in peacetime.

Such reduction in war work,
as a matter of fact, may prolong
the war against Japan if some
critical material does not reach
the front lines in sufficient quan-
tities,

No military or naval expert
will venture to predict how long
it will take to crush the huge
Jap armies in the Philippines,
China and on the enemy hdme-
land.

What some naval officers fear
is that if the war in the Pacific
drags out too long, some people
at home will begin to talk about
a negotiated peace,

Military and naval officers
want a green light to keep after
Japan until she is crushed as a
world military power. They don't
want to fight another war in the
Pacific 20 years from now.

Many smashing new victories
are in store for American forces
in the coming weeks, but don't
let the headlines about them fool
you.into believing that the war
is about over, It is not!
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By Ceniral Press Columnist*

WASHINGTON—Some people
say there's a “new trend” in
women.

No, I'm not talking about a
trend that points to stream lines.
Nor waist lines. Nor even to
those dotted lines that sometimes
spring from the eyes of a pur-
poseful female to light on her
prey. '

I am talking about a new trend
in the personality of women,
Some people say that the civili-

An interesting thesis and
somewhat frightening, this. And
I'm not prepared to deny or af-
firm its truth, But I do notice
certain signs and portents that
indicate women, up and coming
women, had better be practicing
up on feminine wiles if they want
to continue to hold their “sphere
of influence,” whatever that
over-rated thing may be.

Among the signs and portents
just hinted at are the women
about to be brought into the
political foregroynd. I refer of
course to Mrs, Dewey and Mrs,
Bricker.

Both these charming women
are gentle, soft-voiced and so
determinedly unopinionated that
you wonder if they are speaking
the truth when they almost
in wunison: *“I haven't
thought much about that matter.

I Jeave such things to my hus-

band.”

War is so elemental a pursuit
that it brings the thoughts and
ideals of human beings back to
fundamentals. To home and fam-
ily. The millions of men who
have gone off to battle have little
concern with opinions and rights.
They want to get back to 2 home
and a woman they love in the
home. But if Mrs. Dewey is to be
played up between now and the
first Tuesday in November as
the home type — the type the
world is waiting for—then what
will the republicans do with
Clare Luce?

She is the republican woman
the country knows most about.
No matter how you fry you can't
class her as a simple home body.
You might change her name to
Clara. That substitution in syl-
lables would kill a little glamour.

You might say that Clara IS a
home body on the basis that the
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achieved
in a single campaign, begun
an Assam airfield
Myitky-
the for-

&
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the “Century Club,” also has two
Japanese planes to his credit.

Pashco, much to his disgust,
‘hasn’t even contacted an enemy
plane since he began combat fly-
ing. His missions have been
chiefly ground support, attacking
Japanese installations through
north and central Burma.

The top man against enemy
aircraft is Lt. Erwin H. Letak,
Philadelphia, with two fighters
destroyed and two bombers dam-
aged. Lt. George A. Bennett, of

The -
Safety Valve

Latter from Statesman Readers

River Purification

To the editor:

The writer has not followed
too closely the proposed opera-
tional details of the aluminum
plant now being erected in Sa-
lem, but I do understand that in
the process there will be a mat-

terotﬁtun:otm!phuticuid\

used every 24 hours.
Obviously this wash cannot be

On the basis of a 50 per cent
lime content, it would require at
50 tons of lime-rock to neu-
tralize, and the thought comes
to me that here is a by-product
that could be made into a profit-
able industry for the benefit of
the Willamete valley farms, as
this by-product would produce,
at very little expense, fully 270(
pounds of gypsum for every ion
of lime rock used or a gross total
of 20,000 tons per annum.

It might be useful information
in considering postwar industries.

—E. G. Kingwell

:

whole world is her home, But
then you could say that about
Mrs. Roosevelt,
The joke is on the career
woman., She pays a heavy price
for her success.

YOUNG IDEA”

By Mossler
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The Literary Guidepost

By JOHN BELBY
Books on places the war touches.
One of the really remote re-
gions of the world is Sinkiang,

BT

trying to sink it and poor Wil-
helm!; Yet Jackh says von Tir-
pitz did just that. (Farrar &
Rinehart; $3.50).

Nina Verhovskoy Hyde and
Fillmore Hyde support a thesis
that is frequently stated nowa-
day in their “Russia Then and
Always.” It is that Stalin's Rus-
sia is actually the blend of Len-
in's and Nicholas’ Russia; that
Russia’s physical resources and
historical background have tem-
pered the German economist’s
theories—Karl Marx's theories,
of course—io make them some-
thing essentially Russian. Sir
Bernard Pares published the
same idea, in effect, only a few

f

were so confident of the Ameri-
can fliers' marksmanship that
they sicnalled the pilots to carry
out bombing and strafing at-
tacks near their positions when
the fliers themselves hesitated
to hit the targets for fear that
stray shots might land among the
British.

OPA Will Buy
Evidence With
New “Weapon’

By JACK STINNETT
WASHINGTON—Armed with

a brand-new “weapon,” not at
all secret, the office of price ad-

The new weapon is money—
$50,000 - just appropriated by
congress—and Thomas 1. Emer-
son, OPA’s chief enforcement
chief, says it can smash the
widespread counterfeiting rack-
et.

The $50,000 is to be used to
purchase evidence, or, to put it
the way OPA prefers, “io pur-
chase commodities for use as
evidence.”

In laying a trap for counter-
feiters of gasoline coupons, for
example, an OPA agent or a
“planted” confederate can buy
up a batch of illicit stamps,
spring a quick arrest of the
salesman, and then use the cou-
pons as evidence in a court ac-
tion. The money paid, marked
to identify it, also becomes evi-
dence.

In the same way, the trap can
be sprung on peddlers of stolen
bona fide coupons.

» L L ]

Until now, OPA has had no
funds for use in this way and
Emerson says that lack of them
was OPA's No. 1 handicap in at-
tempting to snare counterfeiters.

In one case on the west coast,
OPA agents made up a pool of
$500 from their own pockets to
lure the racketeers. It worked,
and a sizeable ring was uncov-
ered. The agents got their mon-
ey back, but had to wait until
the end of the court trial.

That incident and similar ones
demonstrate, Emerson says, that
$50,000 can make it mighty un-
pleasant for coupon racketéers.

“I am confident we can lick
the counterfeiting racket, now
that we have this appropriation,”
he asserts.

The beauty of the scheme is
that most of the money will
come back to the government
following its use in court. There
will be some slips, OPA ac-
knowledges, but it is counting
on recovering most of the
marked bills. In effect, it will be
a kind of “revolving fund.”

Emphasis in the new program
will be on wiping out theft and
counterfeiting of gasoline cou-
pons, which together are result-
ing in the loss of about 2,500,000
gallons of gasoline daily to the
black market.

But the new fund will be used
in other enforcement programs
as well. Price panel representa-
tives, having repeatedly warned
a merchant against price cefling
violations, will refer such cases
to OPA investigators. There
again OPA agenis will use their




