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Blast Death ' Explosion
X

Blows Cars toBitsl Vaii Autdell Remains of Ships After Big Blast
XoU Readies Receives DFC
Closeto 350

f For Air Worli
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Bits of metal sticking out of Suisun bay was aH that remained of two munitions ships that exploded
at Port Chkaro, Callt, taking a heavy toll of life and injuring hundreds. The town of Port Chi-ea- xo

was virtually demolished. (Associated Press photo from US navy.) '
. r ."

Antes parked near the dock ares
aFiu. wcrw kiuca. jji Mwnnoia u sne wrecurt

believed the blast heralded a Jap attack. (Associated Press photo

New Russian
Push in South
Gains 31 JWiles

Dr. 7. B. Morse
Slightly Improved

Dr. W. B. Morse, seriously ill at
Salem General hospital, where he
was taken Sunday, rallied slightly
Tuesday, attendants said. The
physician, who has served Salem
longer than . any other, left his
office late in March and had been
hospitalized or convalescing since
that time. u

(Continued from Page 1)

reserved for action on spoosible
1000-mi- le front, from the Narva
sector of Estonia down to the Ro-
mania beaches on the Black sea. .

19tt Towns Fall ;

Nearly 1000 new towns, and vil-
lages were overrun by . the Rus-
sians, 60Q of them in the, new
drive on Lwow, and between that
city had captured Kowel, 95 miles
to the north. . . '
? With :the" h ea v ji support . of
massed guns and clouds of. war-plan- es

, the First Ukrainian . army
went over to the offensive last
Sunday after a three-mon- th lull
on that front and "broke through
strong and deeply echeloned" axis
defenses. . .

Lwow .was threatened, by one
Column Which seized TCaminnnV
22 miles on the north-northea- st,

by a, second group which took
Busk, 28 miles on the northeast
and by a third which captured
Bortkov, 2T miles on , the east,
Moscow said.

has been awarded ' to First Lt
P. D. Van J AusdelL' jr, hia par-
ents, Mr. and Mrs. P. D. Van Aus-de- lL

338 Oak street, Salem, have
been notified. A copy of the offi-

cial order was sent to them. The
citation reads: '

j

i "On April Jl 1944, Lt ' Van
Ausdell led his flight as escort to
heavy bombers: on a mission
against vital enemy; installations
in Rumania. In the target- - area,
his formation was aggressively at-

tacked by approximately. 30 ene
my fighters. Despite the superi
ority in numbers of the hostile
force, Lt Van Ausdell turned in-
to the enemy ships, and, in the
ensuing engagement, he so skill-
fully maneuvered his aircraft that
he 'damaged one enemy fighter
and probably destroyed another.

Observing four P-5- l's heavily
engaged, and under additional at
tacks from other enemy planes,
Lt Van Ausdell immediately went
to their aid, . driving off all sub-
sequent attacks, thus enabling his
comrades to destroy three enemy
fighters. Through the exceptional
protective cover of Lt Van Aus-
dell and his comrades, the bomb-
er formation was able to complete

highly successful mission unmo-
lested, f

"By his outstanding courage,
leadership: and devotion to duty,
as evidenced .throughout over 90
successful missions against . the
enemy, Lt Van Ausdell has re-
flected great credit upon himself
and the armed farces ol the Unit
ed States j of America.,,

Van Ausdell 1 graduated ' form
Salem high school in 1038, and en-
tered the-ai- r corps in March, 1942.
He took training at Santa Asa and
Luke field. Phoenix, Ariz. Before
going overseas In April, 1943, he
was stationed at Oakland air field
as a P3a pUot In the European
theatre he piloted Spitfires and
later the P--Sl Mustang. Van Aus-de- U

also holds the Air Medal with
eight Oak Leaf clusters.

Germans Shoot
Thirty-Thre- e

Allied Fliers
LONDON, July 18-Thi- rty

three more allied fliers have been
shot, by the Germans, most of
them allegedly while attempting
escape, bringing to 152 the known
total of prisoners killed by their
nazi r captors. War Secretary Sir
James Grigg .j disclosed in com
mons today. . , --r..

Grigg gave no details except to
say the. Germans had. reported 27
of the fliers killed during attempts
at escape. But it was learned in
London, tonight that they were cut
down, not in a group, but in var-
ious breaks from prison camps or
trains." f ;

ne naa reported, to commons
last August that 69. British pris
oners of war had been shot in
Germany. Foreign . Secretary An-
thony Eden on June 23 disclosed
that 50 airmen had been killed
during alleged attempts to escape
Stalagluft three, prison camp near
Dresden. -

Hayden Leads
In Arizona. '

PHOENIX, Ark, July ia-G- P)

Sen.7 Carl Hayden who" has spent
32 of his 68 years .in Washington
as a representative of his native
state grabbed a lead of more than
two to one :for the democratic
nomination in early returns from
today's xtuiet party primary.

The I light : balloting, estimated
at 50 to 60 per cent of the state's
148,000 registered voters, also fa-
vored Reps. John R. Murdock and
Richard F. Harless, both elected
at large on the basis of Associated
Press tabulations. Murdockr is ser-vi- ng

his. fourth term and. Harless
bis-fir-st

. bers of the crews of the two ships
lost their Uvea. A number of civil-
ian workers on the docks were
killed. The navy said that at
least 200 to 250" of its loading
crewmen i died. The list of in
jured may reach 1000, including
those hurt by flyingglass. . ,
Happens at 11:19,

It was i 10:19 o'clock last night
when ruin came to the waterfront

The freighter Bryan, carrying
thousands of tons of explosives.
disintegrated in billowing clouds
of red and white flame.' . '

The great blast flattened every-
thing around. As the, reverbera-
tions swept across the water, the
victory ship Quinault exploded
with a thunder .that" shook the

j hills , h ;,; v
Navy I barracks were flattened.

Wires, trees, poles, marsh grass
everything, was borne to earth.

The pier from which loading op-

erations were baing carried , on
simply disappeared.; Two small
coast guard boats were crushed
and five coast guardsmen are mis-
sing. "' ;..r,-.wi

Nearly', every ; window ; in Port
Chicago was smashed, and some
were broken in Vacaville. about
.80 miles away.
8hi Built la Portland

The Quinault, built in .Port-
land, had been in service one week
to the day before it was demol-
ished into pieces the six of shell
fragments. The-- Bryan, turned for
the former president of Washing-
ton State college, was Uundftsa
at the Kaiser Richmond-shipya-

rd

last February. :rl V -

Unquestionably no trace what-
ever will be found of most of those
who perished ' in the disaster. In
the instantfof the explosions they
simply ceased to be.

Monetary loss will run into ma-
ny billions of dollars. The big vic-
tory ships, of the class of the Quin-
ault, cost ' around $3,000,000 to
build and outfit. The smaller lib-
erty of the Bryan class, around
$1,300,000. Property damage in
Port Chicago and in several neigh-
boring towns was great. T

Capt N. H. Goes of Rockville,
Ind., commanding officer t -- the
ammunition magazine, commented

We have no basis for giving any
cause of the explosion, --as there
are no close survivors to give evi--1
dence of what happened.

Year's Heat
Record Set

(Continued from Page 1) J.

Other maximums reported by
the weather bureau Included:

Yakima "t9, Ellensburg 97, Olym-p- ia

95, Boise 95, Roesburg, Ore.,
92, Hoquiam 90. The northwest was
hotter than California, where Los
Angeles had an 80 maximum and
San Francisco's was 67. r - ' -- '"

There were also cool spots along
- the coast, with North Bend,' Ore.,

reporting 68 and Tatoo&h island off
the northern .Washington coast a
cool 63. 'v y- -: y n'.,

Other hot spots in Oregon Tues- -
day were Pendleton and , Salem
with maximums 6f 10i; Baker, 95;
Eugene, 94; Burns,-93- ; Roseburg-- !

and Meacham, 82; Medford and
Bend, 91. -

Sprague to Speak
On Town Meeting'

The "Town Meeting of the Air
at which Charles' AA Epragee,
Statesman editor will be-- one of
the speakers, will be held at the
Tacoma theatre at" 5:30 vp-m- .

Thursday,' However, the trans-
cription will be broadcast over
theJ blue network in the west,
KEX, Portland, at 10 pm. The
earlier time for the original audi-
tion is to accommodate eastern
audiences. The-questio- n to be dis-
cussed is "Should war plants be
sold to "private ; industryrv v ,

Pettickord Returns
To Coaching Chorea -

PULLMAN July
"PatPettichordV who as . a

:; Washington ' State- - college ' track
star in .1940 served fas, Cougar
frosh track coach, has a medical

.discharge from the army air forces
and this fall win resume his
coaching Job at Battleground.

.During his WSC career, Petti- -.

'
chord helped the Pacific Coast
all-sta- rs beat the Big Jen's b$t
Sam Rayburn Says
Ile'ii NotCandidate

'
,

CinCAGO, July 18 Jfyt Speak
er Sam Rayburn notified the r
ular Texas delegation to the demo
cratic convention tonighj that he
Is not a candidate for vice presi-
dent and does not wish his name
presented to the convention. - ,

"--; ' ''
Hughsoni Notches 14th H

. CHICAGO, July 18 --(3V The
. .Boston Red Sox, held hiiless after

the fifth frame, broke out with
four singles in the eleventh inning

. Limited Engagement!

Shrb
NlshU at 8; Sunday Mats. 2:88

CAPADES,

Seat Sale now at Portland Arena
And J. K. Gill & Co. Prices:

$1.50,. 2J4, $2.75 and 83.00,
- includinf tax.
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A souvenir from the Pacific
"made in Japan', came 'to Salem
this week to tiny Dial Black
from her father; First Lt Gordon
Black,! now stationed somewhere
in th western ocean.

Don't pull in your underlip, be
cause jit's nothing gruesame. Re
member the lovely glass balls .we
used to pick up on our Oregon -
beaches? Japanese fish floats, we
termed them,' iO? ::j;' 3H

Every highway inn , in the
saltair country had a window full
of them (may still have for all
your f untraveled correspondent
knows). - f f 4- -

Li. Black, has unplugged such a
float,! filled itl with dimes ($90
worth) and sent it home - to bis
infant! daughter. I -

Diane --is attracted to the glass
ban bowl In its fishnet basket
now, but her mother and her fath
er's parents,; Mr. and ' Mrs. W.
Gordon Black Of Salem, are pretty
well convinced that ; it , wfil s be
more than to her in
years to come i as she t learns the
story j of the-- unoeaceful Pacific
and her father1! service.

Allied Planes
Sink-Dama- ge

7 Jap Ships
ifADVANCED ALLIED HEAD

QUARTERS, New Guinea, Wed-
nesday, July 19 -(-ffj- Lt Gen.
George A. Kenney's new far east
ern air force. Sank or damaged
four) merchantmen, three coastal
vessels and several barges in the
continuation of scouring attacks
on Japanese shipping, headquar-
ters announced today, i :

These blows at the; enemy bar-rass- ed

supply routes in the south
west Pacific brought the total Al-
lied bag announced yesterday and
today to nine ships, j five coastal
craft and I at' least eight barges
sunk or crippled, v f .r"
: Patrol bombers caught a 3000-t- on

freighter-transpo- rt off Halma-her- a,
' one! of the few remaining

enemy strongholds between Gen.
Douglas McArthur and the Philip-
pines. It was left burning, dead in
the water." i - ' '

Three 1,000-to-n freighters were
sunk or damaged. Two were at-

tacked off Fibres .island in Dutch
East Indies waters south of Cel-
ebes. The other was sunk in Dutch
New Guinea'! MacCleur gulf. v
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Chinese Eight a

BacklmJpsi
AtHelaang

CHUNGKING;-Jul-
y li-tff)--

De-

liant Chines stilt holding the
,? - is, j.

Canton-Hanko- w rail junction of
Hengyang u the face of furious

: assaults have'enemy r thrown
themselves . igalnst the Japanese
on the approaches to the city'and
penetrated ! many ,'enemy. pos)-tion- s,?

the ( high Command an-
nounced tonight j 6 J4-:- M

The Japahese sed-Ja!.- . breakl
through into the city, a commun
ique reported, but in fierce Street
fighting were thrown bade i I

At the rail city of Leiyang, 34
miles, to. the south aj Japanese
force which; had by4passed Heng-
yang for a fweep toward the rail-
way sustained "immense losses,f
the bulletin) said, and "has shown
signs of collapseJ

Unconfirmed Chinese Ipress dis- -
patchea --reported a new Chinese
counter-offensi- ve mounted fax Ho-n- an

province to the. north against
the Japanese near j Xioshan,
miles north of '

,Hankowj

FDR May Make Trip
To England. Chenoweth

'
1 if 1 J

COLORADO SPRINGS, Colo,
July IS --()- Pep. J. Edgar Chen-owe- th

(R-Col- o), of Trinidad, Colo,
today predicted thatj President
Roosevelt iwould make la speech
from overseas accepting; the demo-
cratic . nomination ( for "a fourth
term. 1

. j j j!
"I predict the president will be

in Englan4 in tte next few days
he is not now there: and will

make his accepting speech from
overseas,' pie told fhe third Colo-
rado congressional district assem-
bly following his unanimous nom-
ination for a third term. j ! .

Port ol Portland; Will! ;

Handle More War Goods
'

-I ! J , J !! '

PORTLAND, Ori, July 18 --M-The

port ht Portland aoon. will be
handling rfiaiply men and materials
for war, rnayor Earl RSifcy said to-
day return frc rmmici-p- al

--meetings In Chicago. He said
he anticipated a huge movement
through fhis port in connection
with the Pacific War effort

Erickson, Ford Lead
In Blontana Primary

HELENA, Mont July 14 Supreme

jcourt Justice Lief Erick-son- v;

democrat; and republican
governor Sam C Ford tonight were
stacking up early leads in Mon
tanas gubernatorial primary.
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Dewey Bachs
State Control
(HGlVotmg

ALBANY, NY, July 18-(ff)--D-

fending; his plan of state control
of soldier voting. Gov. Thomas E.
Dewey declared today it wsi both
"complete and valid' and asserted
advocates of federal .supplement
al ballot were playing "partisan
politics" by supporting, a "void
and worthless'' proposal. Iu
, The Issue,' involving state's
rights, thus : was drawn clearly
between the republican presiden-
tial nominee and President, Roose-
velt, who has championed a fed-
eral ballot for four offices.

Dewey, , in a press conference,
asserted the New York voting plan
gives every.; service man fa full
ballot" He said "the partial", sup
piemen tary federal ballot "would
be void and worthless under , the
constitution of this state."

Hitler Shakes
Up Command

LONDON, Wednesday.. July 19
(AVt&ieasy over the. prospect of
new allied landings. Hitler has
created a new anti-invasi- on com-
mand in Belgium and northern
France and at the same' time tak-
en civilian control in this region
out of the hands of the military
and placed it under the" gestapo.

A dual shakeup, announced in
a broadcast by DNB, German of-

ficial news agency, placed Joseph
Grohe, high officer of
Hitler's elite guards, as gauleiter
of ihjB entire region and gave the
military command to Infantry
Gen. ,Grase.; V;,:7 ;"; I :V,:'

The new setup ousted CoL Gen.
Alexander Von . Falkenhausen, a
friend of Field Marshal Karl Von
Rundstedt who. had: been com-
mander of Belgium and Holland
since-- May 20, 1940 J and subse-
quently of northern France. -

New Block Island
Will Be Launched

f ....... , ,

WASHINGTON, July 18
A new aircraft carrier Block Island

will be launched in 1944. Sec-
retary of the Navy Forrestal said
today. The original Block Island
was announced as lost in the At-
lantic early last month as a re-

sult of enemy action.

TMC HfV-- THAT mti g4lf

Opens 4:45 P.M.
TODAY!

1
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TYRONE POWER

GENE TIERNEY s
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GEORGE SANDERS
EoriDY Mcdowell '

. COFEATUrS
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British Start
Big Offensive
Oh Caen Plain

(Continued fromPage 1)

est bastions, protecting the route
eastward to Paris, 120 miles away.

Heavy fighting was raging to
day, with the Britons and. Can-
adians cleaning out the town of
Vaucelles on the south aide of the
Orne . opposite Caen and strong
armored and mobile forces spread
ing out into the Caen plain open,
ideaT tank fighting country south-
east of the city; seven; to eight
miles wide and extending 20 miles
southeastward all the way to Fa-lai- se.

j:

Germans Surprised .

The - new offensive, announced
in the first special .press confer-
ence' called at supreme headquar-
ters since D-d-ay, cawght the Ger
mans by. surprise, and the head-
quarters'; statement said "Gen.
Montgomery is well satisfied with
the progress- - made in the first
day's fighting of this battle"

It looked as though the offen
sive might prove to bo another Q
Alamein ; the battle-i- n ,Egypt
where Gen. Montgomery defeated
Marshal Rommel and started the
long westward drive across north
Africa. --

.. ;

Tanks In Si Lo
On the American front the

break in the battle for St Lo, the
hardest for. the Americans since
their landings on the Normandy
beaches, came suddenly this mor-
ning as the Germans began trying
to pull away. Associated Press
Correpondent Done Whitehead
wrote from the rubbled town to-
night. The first American troops
entered the outskirts of the town
at 10 a. m, and tonight marched
in triumph through the streets of
the main town itself. '

Robot Bombs Continue
To Plague England

LONDON, Wednesday, July 19

-i-JPf- A" number of persons were
feared killed as Hitler's vengeance
bombs zoomed over southern Eng-

land early today. One landed in
a garage --and wrecked a home. It
was the second time within, a few
days that a bomb struck the same
district

Roosevelt Would OK
Tugman's Selection

ST. LOUIS, Julyia The
Post-Dispat- ch tonight said it had
learned 'that President Roosevelt
is prepared to --announce, at the
proper time, that he will be pleased
to run with senator Harry Truman
of Missouri as vice-presid- ent
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