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 Pound Central

Germany Hard

LONDON, Saturday, July 8-(#)
British heavy bombers attacked
Jnilitary targets in enemiy occu-
pied territory last night while &
force of Mosquitos again hit Ber-
lin, it was announced officially
today. 5

The new attacks followed quick-}

1y after assaults in daylight Frie

day by more than 1100 US heavy|
bombers which cast 3000 tons of].

bombs on 11 high-priority targets
in central Germany - an opera-
tion that stung the Germans into

. jputting up the biggest aerial bat-
“tle in six weeks. A total of 114

enemy planes were shot down
while the Americans lost 36
.bombers and six fighters.
Another great battle in the
clouds raged over German Silesia,
where about 75 miles southeast of
Breslau more than 500 heavy-
yweights from Italy struck oil

splants near Blech-Hammer and|

Odertal, leaving them wreathed in
fire and explosions. An undisclos-
ed number of German intercept-
ors was shot down. .

The big task force from Britain
‘went after an assembly plant at
Mockau, synthetic oil plants at
Lutzkendorf, Bohlen and Merse-
berg, a bomber assembly plant at
Bernburg, a bomber component
.plant at Ashersieben, engine
.works and ball-bearing plants at
Leipzig, and an assembly and re-
pair plant at Halle.

Some of these plants had been
partly rebuilt since being hit pre-
viously.

The twin attacks were closely

 gynchronized, the bombers from
Jtaly striking at the targels near
the Polish 'border only 15 minutes
after the last bomber had left
Leipzig for the return to Britain.

Thunderbolts, Mustangs and
Lightnings led the attack which
handed Hitler his biggest aerial
setback since D-day. They knock-
ed down 75 planes—a ratio of
more than six to one, while the
gunners of the bombers knocked
off the other 39.

This was the greatest bag since
a task force raiding Berlin May

- 19 knocked down 125,

. Allied Drive
-Slower Than
H opet! for

SUPREME HEADQUARTERS
"ALLIED EXPEDITIONARY
FORCE, July 7T-{#) It was freely
admitted around this headquaf-
fers today that progress of the al-
lied. invasion of France has not
- been as fast as was hoped for
when the western front was plan-
ned, because of fanatical resist-
" ance by the Germans on every
foot of ground.

While officers made no secret
of this, they hastened at the same
time to say that after one month

- of fighting, the front could not
be described as “unsatisfactory,”
and noted that it had engaged or
tied up 50 enemy divisions, as
the Russians had ‘asked.

' Headquarters has definite in-
formation that the Germans have

. been forced to use in France divi-
.sions which were earmarked for

:the Russian front,

i “After all,” ome ‘officer said,
*we have landed and established
a front, and a month ago we were

‘mot too sure whether we could
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Surge Ahead
In Normandy

(Continued from Page 1)

Americans were doing to enemy
defenses in that area.

Swift-moving infantry seized
dominating high ground west of
St. Jean and other doughboys
moving down from the northeast
late in the aftermoon bridged the
‘canal linking the Vire and Taute
rivers which forms a natural bar-
rier on the northern approaches
to the town.

Engineers Help

This pincers movement was
made possible by engineers who
threw a foot bridge across the ca-
nal in 20 minutes.

La Haye was in even sorer
straits, and it appeared that the
enemy soon must fall back to Les-
four and one-half miles
; south, or let the Americans spri=g

the trap which was a scant two

miles from closing south of the
. city.

| There the Americans were in
: possession of the wooded heights
of Mont Castre, two miles east of
La Haye, unhinging all German
holdings in the sector and leaving
the Americans in a position to
strikefor the dry soil of the plains
below, toward Lessay, less than
five miles away.

They had pushed to a point
three miles southeast of La Haye,
and across the only road south
leading to Lessay they were in
firm possession of La Surellerve,
one mile south and slightly west
of La Haye. From there they drove
to within 200 yards of the high-
way.

Seizing Hill 121, three miles
southeast of La Haye, American
guns commanded the slope lead-
ing down to Lessay.

As doughboys fought back into
the ruins of La Haye, the Ger-
mans threw reinforcements into
battle in an attempt to salvage a
rapidly deteriorating situation,
counter-attacking all the way
from around La Haye to the Ca-

rentan marsh, but the Americans
huried ﬂu:n back.

Wilno in State
Of Siege as
Reds Push On

(Continued from Page 1)

frontier of this Baltic state, how-
ever, lies 15 miles on to the west

captured in ‘a forest south of
Polotsk.

Wilno (Vilna), which has been
Polish, Lithuanian and Russian at
various periods of its turbiilent
history, apparently 'was the ob-
ject of the immediate soviet drive
northwest of Minsk, where more
than 250 places were occupied
during the day, but at the rate
the Russians were advancing they
might reach the original soil of
the German reich within four
days. 5

FDR Doesn’t
Like ngtbm

(Continued from Page 1) -

the president would make a state-
ment before the convention starts
July 19. Mr. Roosevelt replied he
couldn’t tell, that he had not
thought of it.

Then, after the vice-president
query, a reporter wanted to know
what would be in the platform
and how long it would be. Mr.
Roosevelt sald he was not writing
the platform.

Juvenile Officer
Confesses Theft

SEATTLE, July 7-(#)-Prosecu-

that a juvenile probation officer,

employed to keep boys out of
trouble, had confessed to the theft
of $60 from & home In which he
wWas a guest yesterday. The man

| ! | L
Flax Group

(Special to The Statesman)
OREGON TE COLLEGE,
Corvallis, J T-Formation of a
new flax lrotip was commended
highly today by Dr. D. D. Hill,
chairman of the Oregon flax and
linen board. |,

He termed the projected Oregon
Fibre Flax association “a tremend-
ous step that can well become the
most | important | single siep in
insuring a permanent fibre flax
industry for this state”

Dr. Hill said the industry had
grown beyond| the point wherein
any few individuals or groups
could properly watch their in-
terests [

Paul Carpenter, extension
marketing specialist who drew up
the tentative organization plan,
explained that the: committee
nameéd to incorporate the new
group could file whatever grticles
of incorporation had a general
agreement, without binding future
membership as fo officers or by-
laws, !

Plants represented at the or-
ganization meeting included the
Northwest, Hillsboro, Dayton, Sil-
vertan, Harrisburg, | Mt. .Angel
Benton County, St. Paul and Mo-
lalla; : '

Some of the Tepresentatives
from the ning plants were not
ready to commif their plants to
actual membership, Mr. “Angel’s
representative! particularly ex-
plaining that his group favored
“a less elaborafe organization and
one composed only of coopera-
tives,”

Chinese End
Japs’ Siege
Of Hengyang

{Continued from Page 1)
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west of Yawata, which is located
on the same island.
Camparable to the United States
naval bases at Bremerton, Wash-
ington, or Norfolk, Va. Sasebo,
just north of the important port
and industrial city of Nagasaki,
contains an arsenal and a marine
corps establishment as well as a
naval air service base, in addition
to the sprawling navy yard itself.
Gen. Arnold issued the commu-
nigue in his role as commander of
the 20th air force. Because of their
great range and tremendous bomb
load, the Super-Fortresses of the
20th air force-—of which the Chi-
na-based 20th bomber command s
a part—operate directly under Ar-
nold's command and the direction
of the joint chiefs - of - staff in
Washington.

Gen. De Gaulle
Predicts Nazi
End in France

WASHINGTON, July 1-(® -
Gen. Charles DeGaulle, predicting
that the last German will be chas-
ed from France before the end of
1944, opened today his talks with
Pres. Roosevelt aimed at laying
a foundation of friendly under-
standing.

Beforehand, Pres:. Rooseveli
. told a news conference the talks
would deal chiefly with the fight
of the French underground, now
approaching the scale of "fall-
fledged batfle with the Germans
in southern France, and would
_touch in a general way on prob-
lems of civil administration.

Mr. Roosevelt declared that the
question of recognition of the
French national committee would
not come up, as it had not come
up in De Gaulle's recent talks
with British Prime Minister
Churchill.

With this prime obstacle out of
the way, it appeared that the two
leaders would be able to discuss
military problems and the re-
constitution of a free France on
a basis that.could lead fo com-
plete erasure of the strain which

ON the HOMEFRONT

The girls (and for that matter
the boys, too) aroumd our office
are getting excited about the pros-
pectotpwtméewth.

According to “Busimess Week”"{

synthetic white sapphires, now
used in war instruments, are be-
ing produced for about 2%c a
carat; rubies for about 5c. . “The
synthetics,” says the magazine,
“are just as hard as natural gems

We're .wondering what sort of
glass would reveal the bubbles,
because we have a friend who
will sure enough put out the
money for ene!

Y

What is it the Bible says about
good names and rubies? It is just
possible that all of us may, in
postwar* years, have names good
enough to be worth more than
rubies at the market price.

Yanks, Nazis
Battle Bitterly

(Continued from Page 1)

sions, reinforced by hundreds of
new guns, mortars and other 'wea-

‘pons, fought hard to give nazi en-

gineers and labor battalions' time
to complete this defense belt. Rec-
onnaissance disclosed,-for exam-
ple, that the enemy is working
feverishly on fortifications in the
Futa pass area, 20 miles north of
Florence, though allied troops still
are 20 mountainous miles south
of Florence.

Although the enemy was
knocked off high ground at sever-
al points yesterday, the day’s
fighting left the front substantial-
ly unchanged all the way from
the west coast to the Adriatic.
The interruption of the allied
march was regarded here as like-
ly to be only temporary, but it
was obvious that the drive into
the gothic line would be slow and
arduous. ]

Coyotes From Plane

BURNS, July 7 -{(#)- Two Burns

s Lose
Four More - .
Top Generals

LONDON, July T{P)—Germany
has lost four more of its generals
—two killed and two captured—
it was announced today, increas-
ing to 31 the number of top-flight
nazi officers killed in action or ac-
cidents or taken by the allies since
warfare blazed out on three fronts

in June,

The German radio announced
that two generals had been killed
on June 23, the same day that Col.
Gen. Eduard Dietl, commander of
the nazi forces in Finland, died in
a plane crash. '
Simulianeously, the Russians
amnounced two others had been
captured in the day’s fighting on
the eastern front.

The generals whose deaths were
announced were Gen. Emil Von
Vickede, commander of an army
corps, and L{ Gen. Karl Egilseer,
commander of an Alpine corps.
Both were identified as east front
veterans. The- Berlin broadcast
gave no details of their “accident™
but implied they might have died
with Gen, Dietl.

Moscow’s war bulletin an-
nounced capture of Maj. Gen.
Muller-Bulow, commander of the
246th infanntry division, and Lt
Gen. Traut, commander of the
T8th German assault group.
Since the Russians started their
current offensive they have ac-
counted for 15 nazi generals—four
killed and 11 captured.
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Well Beyond Quota

PORTLAND, July 7-(#)Ore-
gon mounted to 115 per cent of
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