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War Memorials

is a member. The idea of the commission is to
stimulate the establishment of war memorials
for physical fithess in communities throughout
the nation. The circular says:

These memorials will be in the form of physical
fitness facilities which will provide the opportunity
for the development and maintenance of physical
fitness for all the people.

For a pleasing change the commission says"

it is “not a fund-raising organization.” It merely
is encouraging local communities to finance
such things as swimming pools, athletic fields,
recreation grounds, etc.

The: idea sounds pretly good, though war
memorials shoyld by no means be limited to
sports-palasts. ‘There is even a place, and a
large place for art in bronze or stone, provided
it is art. Salem for example needs a large, well
located athletic field. It has several fields —
Olinger field for the high school, Sweetland
field for Willamette, Waters baseball park for
baseball. But what a wonderful thing it would
be to lay out on the Bush pasture flat, which
eventually will come to the city, a great ath-
letic grounds, with grandstands of concrete,
adequate playing field, dressing rooms, ample
parking space, etc. Whether we label it war
memorial or not the field would meet a real
need, and the community might well be look-
ing forward to such a development.

Going, Going . . ..

What went up in such a“flutter and fury
one, two or three years ago is now starting to
come down, but not in any blaze of glory.
Army engineers are announcing the call for bids
for some 40 to 50 buildings in Oregon, being
four army camps and one CCC camp. Bidders
Will have to dismantle and remove within 30
days all fixtures, materials and equipment. This
will include heating units, plumbing fixtures,
lumber, ete.

One of the units being dismantled is at Man-
zanita and includes four barracks, a messhall,
bathhouse, latrine and recreation building. The
buildings were erected of new lumber about
® year and a.half ago. Also coming up is the
disposal of army camps at Newport, Bandon,
Waldport and a CCC camp at Woahink lake.

This is the opportunity many have been wait-
Ing for. They will want to get the lumber or
the furnaces or the plumbing fixtures for homes
or cabins or for farm buildings. Very few per-
sons however can bid on whole camp layouts
80 the successful bidders will resell in job lots
to the ultimate users.

The realization to the government will be at
small percentage of the cost because of the loss
of labor both ways, in building and then in
tearing down. (In recent sales the government
has realized only about 20c per square foot.)
But there will be considerable salvage, and in
view of the fact that building materials are now
80 scarce the prices on resale ought to be fairly
good.

The big question around here is what will
happen to Camp Adair. The buildings there are
of temporary construction, and ‘while the camp
will surely be retained until the Pacific war
Is over it it doubtful if it will be continued after
that. There will surely be a lot of used lumber
and housing fixtures on the market when that
camp comes down. If anyone wants to go into
the junk business on a big scale, junk of build-
ings supplies, he should try his hand on these
government sales of abandoned camps.

Gen. De Gaulle still says he is coming to
Washington to visit Pres. Roosevelt. He will be
sbout as welcome as ragweed at this season

10 hay fever sufferers in Ohio: but the convic-

il  tion is growing that Roosevelt’'s French policy
! is no better than his French accent.
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Oregon’s First Novel

i

In the June number of Oregon
Quarterly Prof. Herbert B. Nelson of Oregon
State college has an article telling about the
vaﬂwﬂmhm-h“m
as a work of fiction but really was a "true
confession” story, as Prof. Nelson says. The
title of the book was “Grains, or Passages in
the Life of Ruth Rover, with Occasional Pie-
tures of Oregon Natural and Moral,” and it
was published in 1854, The author was Mar-
garet Jewett Bailey, and she was the “Ruth
Rover” of her book. Mrs. Bailey started to
publish her work in monthly serial form, about
like the Dickens novels of the period, but so
far as is known only two issues were printed.
Of these only one copy is known té be extant
and that is of the second volume. It is owned
by the Oregon State library, but evidently was
once the property of J. Quinn Thornton, early-
day lawyer in Salem.

Thuwriterrecalhhowthelatelﬂnlmg.
state librarian, prized this volume when she
learned how rare it was. She showed it with
pride to visitors at the library, and hoped that

missionary immigration of 1837. Prof. Nelson
describes her as “a sensitive, energetic, pioneer
woman” though withal her book reveals her

a farm on French Prairie. Dr, Bailey who seems
to have been both drunkard and panderer, made
life miserable for the sensitive Margaret. They
lived and fought and separated (some. 10 or
12 times) and finally Margaret got a divorce.

This made her something of an outcast in
those days when a divorce was regarded as
quite sinful, so she vented her accumulated
grievances in the splenetic book, “Grains.” It
was such a hot number that it drew universal
disapproval by the book critics of the Oregonian
and the Spectator. In its frankness it ante-
dates by a full half century and longer the
“confessions” stories and in iis realism the
“Strange Fruit” of modern literature.

It “is to be hoped the first volume/can be
found; and the few whiffs that Prof. Nelson
gives us of the second volume jinduce the be-
lief that a reprinting would find quite a
market.

Hi Ho Silver!
Western senators to the number of 25 have

asked Pres. Roosevelt to urge the monetary
conference at Bretton Woods to adopt silver
as well as gold for any international fund. One
feels like saying, “Good Lord, do we have to
go through THAT again?” These western sena-
tors have made silver a load of lead around
the neck of the US treasury for some 10 years’
On the plea of “doing something for silver”
congress passed a bill (and Rbosevelt signed
it) by which the treasury pays fancy prices
for silver which it doesn't need and can’t use.

The evils of bimetalism were clearly exposed
in the historie campaign of 18986, but the politic-
al pressure of a few western states, thinly pop-
ulated, but with two apiece in the senate, has
kept going this raid on the treasury for the
benefit of a few mining companies, one of the
richest of which, the Sunshine, fought comply-
ing with the Wagner act in dealing with em-
ployes just as long as it could.

How long will it be before congress gets guts
enough to treat silver for what it should be,
just another metal?
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Nwm!ﬁhoﬁ&kh&&l‘hm:
omﬂhhmlw out of the war is closely
Wﬁmmwm&rﬂm
Taken fogether, the two Russian @ opera-
ﬁgnamuumtsmdwmh-m-g
mmuhmmmw
supply kines on the lower Baltie,
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8:00—Would

ou Believe It?
#:15—Jan Garber. '

KGW—NBC—~WEDNESDAY—620 Keo.
400—Dawn Patroy

He Huffed i_nd He Puffed
Today’s Radio Programs
Ko okat wesnanime Ke  jassuis Dame T

4:45—H. V. Kaltenborn,

:no—ur Dfm Attorney.
. ct 3

’.
1000—News

10:15—Your Home Town News

10:25—Musical Interlude.
10:30—Orchestra.

KOAC—~WEDNESDAY—550 Ec.

10:00—News.

10:15—~Homemakers Hour.

11 :00—Southland
11:15—Lasten to Leibert.
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00—Open A
2:15—Ne per of the Alr,
wspa

::'315—1. Murray Show
3: tar of Today.
;"ha World Today.

100—Serenade.
11304600 am.—Music and News
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One unidentified B-29 plant
was ahead of production sched-

tinued to exceed the goals.
A “regretable” slump at the

. | Curtiss-Wright plant in Buffalo
cost 63 cargo planes of the C-46

type, Wilson said, and one of the
companies making navy fighters
fell behind. -

AMERICA'S
WAR PLANES

5 .
5:45—It's Oregon’s War.
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