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Breach With Finland

There really is nothing left to do for the
United States but to break off relations with
Finland. The country had come completely un-
der Nazi control. It would have been a travesty
to continue to maintain diplomatic offices at
Helsinki under such conditions. Yet the breach
is not made without regret.

Americans recall that Finland was 2 demo-

. cratic republic, progressive in its politics and
social economy, and honorable in meeting its
debt obligations. Qur sympathies were with the
small country when Russia fell greedily upon
it in 1939-40; but they subsided when _Fiqlaqd
leaguéd with Germany in attacking Russia in
1941. Even then our country did not sever re-
lations with Finland after Pearl Harbor, and did
its best to encourage the Finns to make peace
with Rugsia, on terms that were not too oner-
ous.

To understand Finland's attitude one must
realize the long bitterness existing between the
Finns and Russia. It goes back to the rule of
czars when Finland was governed by Russia
with the customary harshness of the Romanoff
rule. In the break-up following the first world
war Finland established its independence—with
the assistance of German arms. The Finns were
long in desperate fear of bolshevik Russia,
which put them even more within Germany's

- orbit of influence.

So Finland has had this dilemma: a feeling
of gratitude to Germany and of fear or hatred
of Russia, but against these emotions a sturdy
loyalty to democracy and distrust of nazi prin-
ciptes of government. The.Juling cabinet held
firm to the first position, and cast Finland's lot
with Russia even to the peoint of inviting the
Germans to take over control of the country.
The day is a sad one for Finland; and not a
joyful one for the United States which has
many citizens of Finnish extraction residing
here, and has applauded Finland for its liberal
|government- and its punctuality in meeting its
financial obligation.

Employment Decline

Figures on employment released for Cali-
fornia show that the number of workers in the
aircraft industry in that state is 18 per cent
below the peak of last year; for shipyards 12.6
per cent less. Employment- in manufacturing
plants in California declined in May for the
ninth consecutive month. Other states no doubt
show similar trends.

‘Some of the loss represents the continued
pull of selective service. In many cases replace-
ments were not to bé had. Then there is grow-
ing efficiency in plant operation as workers gain
experience and routines of production are
established, so fewer workers are needed.

In fair measure the decline is accompanied
by a shift of employment, the workers switch-
. ing to agriculture or service trades. We have
had a similar migration in the Portland area.
! The prospects of good crops through the mid-
west are inducing many migrants to return to
get farm jobs. Through this valley there ap-
*® pears to be a fair supply of men for farm work,
though the Mexicans are still needed to fill out
the gaps of the war. i
Instead of being alarmed over the dectine in
industfial employment we should see it as a
normal development, and one permitting a bet-
ter balance of workers to.essential employment.

e —_ - =

|- 'Nye Nigh-Beaten

4

I3
I

8

Sen. Gerald P. Nye narrowly escaped the fate

- of Rufus Holman and D. W. Clark of Idaho in

the North Dakota primaries. At latest report
he is a few votes ahead of his nearest gpponent,
Lynn U. Stambaugh, one-time comnjander of
the American Legion. All three were -Pearl
Harbor “isolationists,” and Nye has had adiffi-
cult time shifting gears after Pearl Harbor. As
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COLUMBIA BASIN-—-NOW OR LATER

In all the distractions of war and war develop-
ments we are likely to overlook favorable develop-
ments in our oldest and favorite project—the
Columbia Basin Irrigation project. Recent state-

! “ments from reclamation department officials indi-

eate that the big project may be much nearer to

. ' building than many of us realize. Its place in the

~war plan is rapidly taking shape and is imme-

| diate construttion becoming more essential.
The idea of building it in time for offering dis-
., charged service men homes is rapidly gaining
And the logic of the plan is that if such a
consiruction will have to be
ve it ready when the

the vote states Nye is nominated on about a
third of the votes cast, another opponent, Con-
gressman Burdick, running not far
Stambaugh, while old A. C. Townley, founder
of the old non-partisan league, was a trailer
with only 1300 votes. - -_

In spite of all the word-splitting in platform
writing, the votes in Oregon, Idaho and South
Dakota will have more effect in determining
how the senate votes o a treaty of peace.
results in these states clearly indicate a
dinppmvﬂoftbe,isohﬁmistmnd.m
Nye appears to have squeezed through to
the nomination, he faces a hard fight in the
against Gov. John Moses, a democrat, who
drawn so many republican votes he has
elected three times as governor.

Navy Farms
The upside down state of affairs is further
shown in the recent authorization of the navy

" in tropical countries in order to provide sub-

sistence for navy personnel stationed in those
areas, but still it is- something of a shock to
leatn that the navy is to run farms.

Have not the posters lured boys from the
country for many years to “join the navy and
see the world?” Have they not been encouraged
to join up and learn a frade, like running diesel
engines, or ship’s carpenter, or painter, first
class? Was anything ewer said about getting a
sailor to milk the cows or pull in the
carrot patch? Ars the authorities not ri

It Won’

t Be Long Now

mutiny from ablé-bodied seamen who thought
to smell salt spray and instead are given the
privilege of breathing the odor of new-mown
hay, which gets pretty heavy at the end of a
pitchfork—the hay, not the odor.

In the old days a navy farm, if any, would
be simple: growing navy beans and pork for
sowbelly. The saltfish could come from a line
overboard. But now the sailors are allowed to

eat like white men, and K rations even are

unknown on shipboard. What with refrigera-
tion and fast supply ships the ship’s cook works
with the same fresh materials as the chef in
the Hotel de Swank. It must be because de-
liveries are uncertain that the navy intends
to go into the farming business, so sailors in
distant seas may get their proportion of the
“green and yellow” vegetables of the seven
basic foods. The seaman will heave a hoe, in-
stead of doing a “Yo haave” on a line. They will
learn to translate starboard and port to gee and
haww. Standing a. four-hour watch will be
changed to work fromi dawn to dark, but they
will get the entertainment of the rural tele-
phone line and the Saturday night dance at the
grange hall. | T

The navy goes to farming—join the navy and
plow up the southeast forty.

Wendell Willkie sent his congratulations to
Tom Dewey, adding, “You have one of the
greatest opportunities pf history.” Dewey has.
For Willkie political opportunity “knocked but
once.” |

Interpreting 4
The War News

By WILLIAM FRYE
Associated Press Staff Writer
(Substituting for Kirke L. Simpson)

...The appeal by the nation’s three top military
commanders for all-out devotion on the home front
to the job of winning the war is a ringing an-
nouncement to th? enemy that the grapple has
begun.

It is also a formal and solemn warning fo the
public that the final campaigns are the hardest,
that they demand for soldier and worker more
sustained effort than all the preparations.

Despite its similarity in some respects to previous
official blasts against “complacency” at home, the
appeal contained in the report to President Roose- -
velt by Gen. Marshall, Adm. King and Gen. Arnold
was not an accusation of complacency. '

Nevertheless, these military leaders are seriously
concerned about informal reports from all sections
of the country in which| they find a fendency to
believe that the supply job is done, that all that
remains to be accomplished is a quick cleanup by
the armed forces in the field.

If that feeling exists a§ the military leaders
i fairly obvious. Each
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terrific driving blows, and dreads a
the possibility of a stalemate in the war of attri-
tion. Their plan is a lifé-saving g
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Velletri that night without firing
Others followed and by

. day strong elements of
regiments were in the Alban

hills, three miles or more behind
German lines,
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