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A Grave Threat to Peace

No story of graver import ever was given the
American _press than t provided apparently
by a navy crew ch offered $412 to the
“money-hungry strikers™” at the Wright Aircraft

company. :

It is of no immediate moment that the strike
was over a racial issue rather than pay, nor that
it has been resolved. Ner of transcemdent im-

It is the cleavage between our armed forces
and the home front that is.disturbing beyond all
words. -

Servicemen frem the combat zones, mosfly in
private conversations, for many meunths have
made no secret of a belief that their companions
in arms were increasingly discour-
aged, irked or jusat ‘mad.

At the present time, particularly in war in-
dustries, strikes, lockouts or work-stoppages of
any kind, or for any reasen whatseever, not on-
ly are inexcusable but traitoristic no matter thg
provocation. The preper recourse from ill-treat-
ment lies in our federal agengies, as slow as
some of them may be.

And to the lasting cvedit of labor, by far its

larger proportion has carried on with the same
premise uppermost in mind. It has torned im a
record of unremitting effert and production for
which some of the boys on the ship Coos Bay
itself, from which letter purpertedly came, al-
ready may owe their lives.

But it is beyond expectation that men in the

way and willingly would add our dollars to any

fund, for employer or employe, which might
bridge the saddening gap of misunderstanding

The Old Argument

The attempt of six California farmers to har-
vest their 1944 crop of edible blue poppy seed
has posed one of the neatest questions on state-
wersus-federal rights yet to appear.

The farmers planted their coap mnder state
permit 1o raise and sell poppy seed for condi-
ments. Then they ran jmto the fetieral opium
poppy centrol act of 1942, and prevented ewecu-
tion of a plowing-usider order only by ubtain-
Ing a temporary restrsining order pending =
ruling on their application for a permasment in-

Attorneys for the farmers contend a state has
full control to determiine wihat crops shall be
raised within its confines so Jong as such de-
termination does not sttempt cireumwvention of
gfederal ruling hased on imternational trea-

Federal atiorneys shisd away from meeting
head-on the guestion of stute rights but con-
tended the edible bilue pappy—similar to the
California state flower—was subject to federal
control becmuse it constituted a hazerd 1o na-
tional and international narcetics cestrol.

The Iarmers admitiedly raise the poppies
piant itself has a slight opivm content.
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