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‘X’ Marks the Spot

The choice of Normandy as the point for the
initial attack on the western front confirms
the judgment of the armchair strategists who
argued for a frontal attack across the English
channel, The Norman peninsula has many ad-
vantages besides its nearness. It offers a con-
tinental base, once it is secured, with admir-
able harbors, and a direct and comparatively
easy approach to Paris and the old line of
march toward Germany.

But the final choice which was made by the
allied commanders was based not merely on
facts of geography. It was based also on re-
ports of their intelligende service. Without
doubt the allied intelligence had pretty good
reports of the vaunted ..Atlantic wall” and
knew where the strong and relatively weak
points were. The French underground could
supply the allies with considerable information
and air reconnaissance could pick up addition-
al information from pictures., The intelligence
service must have reported that the north coast
of Normandy did not have the high degree of
fortification of other points on the coast.

That the defenses in this area were weak is
attested by the report of Richard D. McMillan,
AP correspondent with the invasion forces, who
said in his dispatch from France:

What surprised me most was the weakness
of the German defense line. I examined with
great care the so-called Atlantic wall along

. this coast. It constitutes the biggest bluff of the
whole war for it simply does not exist. Some
prisoners told me that the Germans had been

., frantically trying to complete defenses but
that the task had been too vast for them.

‘McMillan lets the secret out when he says
the task of building the westwall in the style
displayed in German pictures “had been too
vast” for the Germans and their slave labor.

In giving credit for fine judgment in picking
the point of attack do not fail to include the in-
telligence service which for months has been
assembling the information needed for making
the selectjon. '

Railroads have been raiding the junkpiles of
half a century to get boxes on wheels that they
¢an use for passenger traffic. We heard of one
train on the Union Pacific where the brakeman
went through one car lighting the old gas-lights
used before electric lighting. When a passenger
commented on the antiquity of the coach the
brakeman remarked: “This is not old; thre's one
coach up ahead with this sign ‘Shooting buffa-
loes from this car is forbidden'.”
¢+ The Pendleton East Oregonion has a boost-
er editorial on Oregon, and quotes William
Cullen Bryant'’s “Thanatopsis”—'take the wings
of the morning” which the E-O says may now
be realized via airplane. The E-O mustn’t for-
‘get the other quotation from “Thanatopsis’—
“where rolls the Oregon . . . Yet the dead are
there.” We always have that fact to consider
when it comes to progress.

. Commenting on inflation in China the Ore-
gon City Enterprise says it has “reduced the
educated white collared classes to semi-star-
wvation and poverty.” Poverty is anti-climax
there, ;

Interpreting
The War News

By KIRKE L. SIMPSON -
| Cooymignt 1944 by the Associaled Prems

A logical pattern for the allied invasion of France
wia Normandy beaches began to disclose itsel! as
the third day of the greatest military adventure
in history drew Gm&. close although its supreme
nander, Eisenhower, still masked his
tentions from friend and foe alike.

- His progress bulletins still lacked definite geo-
data by which to measure the scope
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long and hard, and while the memory of the

creased up to par and those redeemed were re-
deemed at that figure. The city and port “hired
the money” though, so they really owed a
hundred cents on the dollar. '

Thus far the Italians are not marching down

the main street of Rome shouting “Nice”, “Tu-
nisia” as they did when Mussolini thought he
was boss of the middle sea.

News Behind
The News

By PAUL MALLON
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WASHINGTON, June 8 — The administration is
baving a difficult time putting down overly-en-
thusiastic interpretations of the grand assault on
Europe, not only by thepublic but in its own ranks.

D-day was hardly over before business firms
started calling the men they had loaned to the
government for war work say-
ing the war was almost over,
and they had better come back
as soon as possible to their reg-
ular jobs.

The treasury seemed skittish
that the public also might jump
to the same conclusion in con-
nection with the $16,000,000,-
000 war bond drive opening
Monday.

Actually, however,, it is un-

Paul Mallon likely matters will break in
either of these directions. The dollar-a-year-or-
more men will be held to their jobs, and auspices
for the bond drive are bright.

While the amount is $16,000,000,000 (two bil-
licns above last time), the people have more cash
that ever before piling up in banks, and their en-
thusiasm should be lifted by the invasion to the
point where the amount again will be oversub-
scribed.

Bonds are the same as cash these days, and there
is no reason why $110,000,000,000 should have ac-
cumulated in bank deposits and $20,000,000,000 more
in cash outside of banks-(as carried in this col-
umn May 31) when these amounts can draw great-
er interest.

But the administration itself inwardly is far
from prepared to meet the end of the war, or even
begin to meet it. ]

The popular Baruch scheme to transfer industiry
smoothly and efficiently back to peacetime oper-
ations was drawn up last December, made pub-
lic February 13, but not until May 23 were the
beginnings of action on it even faintly wisible.
Then Charles E. Wilson, executive vice chairman
of the war production board was appointed by
over-all Stabilizer Byrnes to start work.

One contract termination bill (Murray-George)
has been passed by congress, but surplus property

lqi:hﬂoniljustmbeiudwindtorm-'

sional consideration. _
The matter had reached such a pitiful state
that Mr. Baruch, who would stand practically any-
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‘Government Proving Ground’

Today’s Radio Prog

3
Band Wagon." 4.
2:15—Don Lee Newsreel L3
2:45—Radio Tours.

3:00—News.

00—Gabriel

6:15—Nick Carter.
:m—Dmr.;h or Nothing.
00—Commen

00—Orchestra.
8:15—Evelyn Tyner Orchestra.
B8:30—What's the Name of that Song?
9 :00—News.
9:15—Cecil Brown.
9:30—Fulton Lewis,
9:45—Music in Swingtime.
10 :00—Sinfonetta.
10:30—News.
10:45—Henry King.
11:00-—-Sign Off.

KEX—BN—FRIDAY—-11 Ko
6:08—Musical Clock.
6:15—National Farm and Home.
6:456—Western Agriculture,
7:00—Home Harmonies
7:05—Top o' the Morning.
7:15—News.

T130—James Abbe Observes
7-45—The Listening Post.
8:00—Breakfast Club

9:00—N

Sarcdi's
1030—My True Story
e .
535 The Wotery Chet
o e T

i

8:15—The Parker Family.

& Busters,
im Your Navy.
Headlines

#:30—News & Highlights.
9:45—Art Baker, News,

Hotel Musie,
11:00—Concert Hour_

EGW—NBC—FRIDAY—220 Ke.
400—Dawn Patrol.

d and Andy.

7:30—Bill Stern Spurts Newsreel
8§:00—Fred Wanng n Pleasure Time
8:15—Fleetwood WSOn,

10

11 00—Hotel Biltmore Orchestra,
11:30—-War News Roundup,
12:00-2 a.m —Swing Shift,

KOIN—CBS—FRIDAY—0T0 Ke.
Bulletin,

1
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ONDS OVER AMERICA +« + +

. “Tulpen Feest”

—
= = —

rams

6:30—That Brewster M
TW-Jimmy Durante & Garry
Moore :
:H Love A ! Mystery.
:iu—n P tc Be lp'onnt
ays
900—Kate Smi

10:15—Wartime Women
10:20—Stories of the West.
10:30—Jan Garber
1046—Voice of the Army.
11:00—Gus Arnheim
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hours now. He apaprently has

taken refuge in a church steeple.
Bren guns have opened up on him.

Sunday is to be an important
day in the life of the First Evan-
church at Marion and
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| War Prisoner

The weather is cool and cloudy..

Aid May Get
More Funds °

Expansion of the work of War
Prisoners’ Aid, YMCA, a partici-
pating service of the National War
Fund, may be expected as the re-
sult of the state department an-
nouncement that Japan has agreed
to the purchase of $25,000 worth
of relief supplies a month for war
prisoners and civilian internees in
the Philippines, according to ad-
vices received by Charles A.
Sprague, president of the Oregon
War Chest.

The United States government
has made available the funds to
purchase the $25,000 worth of
supplies each month, but admin-
istration will be carried on by
neutral representatives working
for War Prisoners’ Aid, YMCA,
funds for which are allocated from
contributions to each county war
chest in the state through the

in cooperation with other neutral
organizations, -
The state department in its an-

continuing to press the Japanese

government to grant full recipro-

ity in this respect.”

In the event that wider oppor-
ties for work with war pris-

oners is afforded by the Japanese

| government, War Prisoners’ Aid

is prepared to expand its pro-
gram to meet the needs, which
authorities state are far beyond
the limited amount of supplies
thus far agreed to by the Japa-
nese government.

Announcement has been made in
London that the British govern-
ment and the United States gov-
ernment have agreed upon a meth-
od for shipping supplies for war
prisoners in Japan, and it is ex-
pected that as soon as opportunity
is afforded by the Japanese gov-
ernment for distribution that the
work of War Prisoners’ Aid will
be widely expended.

Neutral representatives of War
Prisoners’ Aid, YMCA, have been
working in behalf of the war pris-
oners held by the Japanese since
the outbreak of the war in the
Pacific.

150 Sign Up
For Beaver
Boys State

Approximately 150 boys have
made application for enrollment
in the eighth annual session of
Beaver Boys State, sponsored by
the American Legion at Oregon
State college, June 25 to July 2,
according to announcement by
Lee Bostwick, of Portland, de-
pariment boys state chairman.

First post to report in Oregon is
Medford, where Col. W. H. Paine
has enrolled 26 boys. The Medford
delegation will include Harry
Nordwick, Beaver Boys State gov-
ernor.

Second post to officially regis-
ter boys for the session was Clats-
kanie, with three enrolled.

Preliminary reports from other

_ | posts ‘throughout Oregon indicate

the following representation:
Hillsboro 10, Roseburg 5, Klam-
ath Falls 10, Aurora 3, Gresham
2, navy post No. I01, Potrland, 4,
Cottage Grove 2, Astoria 235, Sa-
lem 35, Forest Grove 5, Bend 4,
Hood River 4, and Albany 10,
Reports are expected daily from
other American Legion posts be-
tween now and June 17, the dead-
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lem’s larger and more beautiful
churches,

Original cost of the building
was approximately $50,000. When
the present minister came to Sa-
lem the debt was placed at $8,-
800. Under Mr. Wishart’s leader-
and a balance is accumulating for
purposes of repair and improve-
ment upon the property, '

Many among the members
anticiating the accumulation
fund with which it is hoped
build or-buy a new parsonage.
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