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the investment of every citizen of the world

the western hemisphere of the new Eighth
Symphony of Dmifri Shostakovitch, the con-
temporary Russian composer and erstwhile
fire watcher. Tiine magazine later said that it
had “all the usual Shostakovitch features, in-
cluding special, deluxe, non-collapsible cli-
‘maxes, probably the most efficient roof-raisers
of their type known to the trade.” While hardly
a review in itself, this should suffice for criti-
cal comment on the music itself; Shostakovitch
has already proved in his earlier work that he
is an acquired taste.

Be that as it may, there is one purely mer-
cenary point to be made in connection with the
playing of this work—the fact that Columbia
paid some $10.000 for the first-performance
rights, sight-unseen, when the completed man-
uscript was still a dream in the composer’s
conseciousness. Considering the days when Bach
composed on his regular wage as chapel organ-
ist; when Mozart, no longer a prodigy, made mu-
sic practically for nothing; and when Beethoven
himself depended exclusively on the capricious
patronage of several wealthy Viennese families,
this is indeed something of note. Even recent
composers, whose works became current in the
last forty years, have never known such bid-
ding for unwritten works, and certainly no
such solid cash payments for the completed
products.

What this emphasizes again is something
that has come up from time to time in connec-
tion with the not infrequent bouts of John Q.
Public vs. Caesare Petrillo of the Musician's
union—namely, that radio and the automatic
phonograph have, between them, popularized
music to such an extent that the industry has

never offéred more attractive economic status
to its professional adherents than at the pre-

sent time, Petrillo to his own satisfaction has
proved that recorded and relayed music has

who walks upon two feet in this uhdertaking,
Figuring the population of the globe at around
2,800,000,000 (two billion, eight hundred mils
lion) people, which may be a little Bigger than
it really is, after some four years of pontinental
stavation and mercy-killing in some parts of
Europe, and in Asia, the figure comdes to $356
per person. That goes for the Brazilian abor-
igines in the headwaters of the Amazon, for
the incredulous chieftains of native clans who
come as part of the installed equipment of Pa-
cific atolls. we capture, as well as every literate,
able American and Briton who thought in 1918
and 1919 never to have to subscribe'to another
liberty loan. !

How will it be paid? For all countries who
participate, it will be a burden for this gener~
ation and the next, and longer. We have this
hope that in this country our finantes will be
wisely handled and that the world may be
spared another such expenditure in war.

Sen. Reed of Kansas wants to trape the let-
ters from Vivien Kellems to a German officer
in the Argentine which Rep. Coffee claimed
he was reading from in an address to the house,
They were purely personal “mash” letters;
and how possibly could they have gotten from
the postoffice to a congressman? Military in-
telligence or FBI might use them for investiga-
tion, but they should not be made a politician’s
property even if Miss Kellems made a stupid
remark about not paying taxes—which she
later paid. i

Henry J. Kaiser's penchant for using the
phrase “lead time” to mean the time that is
available in advance of need—in time of peace
to prepare for war, in time of war to make a few
preparations for peace—is mentioned in a na-
tional publication. And if it hadn't been for
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| Have Vacancy

At West Point

WASHINGTON, DC., April 15
(Special)— Representative James
W. Mott of Oregon has been ad-
vised by the war department that
the first congressional district of
Oregon will have a vacancy at the
United States Military academy,
West Point, NY.,, to be filled in
1045, ¥

To determine the eligible can-
didate of the first Oregon district,
Congressman Mott has requested
the civil service commission to
hold a preliminary qualifying ex-
amination in that district on July
20, 1941. The first district em-
braces Benton, Clackamas, Clatsop,
Columbia, Lincoln, Marion, Polk,
Tillamook, Washington and Yam-
hill counties.

The qualifying examination is
open to all candidates from the
first Oregon district within the
eligible age, including those who
are serving with the armed forces.
Congressman Mott said arrange-
ments will be made for boys serv-
ing in the army, navy, marine
corps and coast guard to take the
examination at whatever place
they are serving on July 29, 1944,
whether in the United States or
overseas,

Candidates for the military acad-
emy are eligible for admission
from the day they are 17 until
the day they become 22 years of
age, on which latter day they are
not eligible.

In addition to selecting a prin-
cipal for the West Point academy,
three alternates will be selected

war plants which will have suffi-
clent reserve to gain a reduced

rate by 1945,
Employers entitled to reduced

ing $715,874,982. In addition, em-
ployers exempt payroll of $62,-
158,118, paid to employes earn-
ing more than $3000 in one year
with one employer.

In addition to the savings for
employers entitled to low rates,
649 firms saved $163,070 which
they would have paid in penalty
rates if the “6 per cent ceiling”
had not been exceeded by the
employment trust fund.

Publishers, financial houses and
utilities made the greatest savings

less: than half of these firms se-
curing reduced rates.

The analysis disclosed 52 firms
with more than a million dollar
average anmnual payroll. Only two
of these were in the penalty rate

division, while 44 secured reduc-
tions from the normal tax.

Of the 1100 firms with payrolls

000, reduced rates went to B13,

while 68 were in the penalty rate
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