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What Is a Policy?

Last week Secretary Hull spent two hours
and a half explaining, presumably in some de-
tail, exactly what American foreign policy has
been and is now to two-dozen “freshmen” con-
gressmen, When he was through, according to
the published quotations, his hearers admitted
they enjoyed the conference, but denied that
they knew much of anything more about for-
eign policy than when they went into the meet-
ing. 5
Their story was that the gray, eminent sec-
retary had much to say of what American poli-
cy had been, but very little about what it now is
with respect to such things as the Badoglio
government, the French Committee of National
Liberation, and most important of all, the rem-
nants of an ultimately defeated Germany.

The key to the whole thing, in fact, lay in a~
reference made by the president on the same
day, when he declared in a highly superficial
manner that some of the people are asking bell-
hops what our foreign policy is (the answers,
to speak frankly, are probably as good as those
the state department gives out), and then ob-
served that he had himself stated American
foreign policy recently in a proclamation on the
Jewish refugee problem.

Yet the president's statement, like the 17
points of Secretary Hull issued a day or two
before, was nothing more than a recapitulation
of general affirmations which have been stock
equipment for international utterances for as
long as diplomacy has been carried on by the
American government: that this nation be-
lieves in peace, in democracy, in the freedom
and responsibility of the individual, and desires
to establish these principles in international and
national life throughout the world. It is the sort
of thing on which everyone, from office boy
to general manager, from private to general
will agree; it is like saying you are against sin,
or favor food to eat or air to breathe,

The essence of the problem is not that the
United States believes in, and attempts to ex-
press in its foreign policy, a love of personal
liberty; but that the United States, in this par-
ticular time, in this particular spring of 1044,
at this particular juncture of the war, is unable
to say whether it will or will not support the
only French organization which bears the sha-
dow of resemblance to a French government;
that it is vacillating in deciding whether to jet-
tison Badoglio or hoist him still higher; that it

only & hazy idea, and no plans for solidify-
its views with other allied nations, on the
important future of Germany and cen-
Europe. It is not to say that this particular
ution of the French, or the Italian, or the
problem is the one which must be
in r that this nation may have a
g foreign policy; it is to say that some
must be ad at this very present
can be announced to the world and
world can understand without the
of meetings in the State Department,
special addresses by the secretary. Some-
g. In short, that the bell-hop can compre-
arffl repeat back when you, as John Pub-
ssk himn what it's all about. We cannot
longer answer DeGaulle’s justified desire that
we say what we really think about the future
of France with a rhetorical assertion that we
are a democratic nation; and if we settle Ger-
many's future with a denunciation of political
infamy we are voluntarily assuming the role of
mere spectator in regard to that nation's poli-
‘tical future—if it has any when the Russians
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when and
history of past wars in wh
other countries have engaged has proved with-
out exception that a war run for political pro-
fit, or by non-combatants who have themselves
no immediate or personal responsibility for the
conclusion of successful operations, is not only
unsuccessful, but likely to be exceedingly dam-
aging to the nation which overrules its field
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- commanders in this way.

The Soviet Union, after the revolution of
1917, found that rule by commitiee even in the
actual theater of operations did not work, and
in this war has abandoned its system of politi-
cal commissars. In the Civil war certain com-
mittees of congress undertook much greater
supervision of field operations than has been
tfrue at any time since, and the result was to
confuse and harrass Lincoln and his generals
to their considerable annoyance without con-
tributing measurably to the viclories of the
Union. :

Pacific Coast people are naturally anxious
to get along with the war against Japan, but
they realize that any robbing of Peter to pay
Paul, at a time when the German enemy is
being roundly thrashed to his knees, would, in
the long run, be poor military ecomniomics, whe-
ther done by generals or by legislative bodies.
The established priorities should be maintained,
so that orderly planning of military operations
can result in the earliest possible peace.

MecNary Dam

It is pleasing to note how quickly colleagues
of the late Senator McNary of Oregon seek to
do him honor.

Senator Bailey. democrat of North Caroclina,
has introduced an amendment to the rivers and
harbors bill naming the proposed $70,000,000
Umatilla dam between Oregon and Washington
the McNary dam.

It was Senator McNary who led the success-
ful battle in congress for construction of the
Bonneville dam and when President Roosevelt
penned his name to the bill authorizing this
huge improvement, he smiled and said, “After
all, it's Charlie’s dam.” _

Further development of the potéential power
locked up in the Columbia will be loosed upon
completion of the Umatilla dam and it is fitting
that it bear his name. '

Misfortune seems to pursue the state hos-
pital, this time two inmates losing their lives
in the cave-in of a ditch. Questions naturally
arise over whether proper safety standards
were being followed, which warrant an inves-
tigation. The tragedy is heightened by the hero-
ism of young Allan Aplet who lost his life when
he turned back to help an older worker trap-
ped in the falling dirt. This display of courage
merits the highest praise, even though his ef-
fort proved a vain sacrifice. '

Editorial Comment

From Other Papers

PIFE-LINE MYSTERY
And now the army and mnavy,
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Chemeketans Turn
To Bird Life

The Chemeketans, wha have re-
cently handled rocks and looked
at flowers, this Sunday will go out

and hear the birds. The hikers will
gather at Doolittle’s service sta-

|jtion at § am, and start hiking

from there. Within three miles or
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Today’s Garden

By

Mrs. F. A. W, asks about rose-
mary, Will it grow from a
branch which a friend of hers
gave her and which she placed
in water?

Answer: Yes, rosemary starts
rather easily. It makes its best
start in sharp sand which should
be kept rather moist. When it
has rooted, plant it out in the
garden. It can be started by be-
ing placed directly in the soil
as well.

It is a native of the Mediter-
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of bonus) and continuing or im-|
proving the benefits given vet-
erans of worl " o

representative, 5th district, Mult-
nomah county.

Frank H. Greenman, Portland,
for the republican nomination for
state representative, 5th district,
Multnomah county.

Walter J. Pearson, Portland, for
democratic nomination for state
senator, 13th district, Multnomah
county.

Harry Frazer, Molalla, for dem-
ocratic nomination for district at-
torney of Clackamas county.

Richard Wilmot, Sutherlin, for
delegate to the republican nation-
al convention from the fourth
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