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State School Support

to cooperate in its amendment by the legis:la-
_.Themmiuwukeptmdtheunnon
committees of the legislature did a good job.
What started as a mistake was turned into good
legislation; and it probably wouldn't hgve
happened if left to the legislature in the first
place.

The legislature’ limited the schools’ share of

H

the surplus to $5,000,000 a year. Now the teach- .

ers' association proposes to “double the ante.”
The program presented by its executive sec-
retary at last week's meeting of the state board
of higher education proposes $10,000,000 of
state support for public sehools, the additional
amount to come not necessarily from income
tax receipts but from sources devised by the
legislature, Of the additional $5,000,000, not
more than $3,000,000 would offset property
taxes.

Having seen one “bad” school bill turn out
good, one does not lightly oppose the second
similar measure. However, some fundamental
principles are involved. In the first place, the
proposal to “freeze” the program by adopting
it as a constitutional amendment is gquestion-
able.

In the second place, the question arises—how
much state support for schools is wise? The
state, according to Dr. Frank Parr, the asso-
ciation's executive secretary, now provides 36
per cent of school funds; this bill would raise
the state’s share to between 50 and 60 per cent.

Directors. of the numerous school districts
govetn the expenditures. They are answerable
to .the taxpayers in the district—not to the
i The more the state contributes, the less
incentive for school distriet economy. In the
past, many districts have been too niggardly,
particularly in the matter of teachers’ salaries.
Some -substantial state support therefore ‘has

‘been a good thing. Between that and the man-

power shortage, teachers’ sa’laries are atx,.lt up
to & debent standard, : '

It is a8 matter of record on the. other hand,
that the “property tax offset” has not worked
out 100 per cent. Necessity for raising teach-
ers’ salaries, it must be granted, virtually made
that im e. But the question is—how much
farther, if any, should state support go? To
date, the program is not in final form; opinion
as to its merits or lack of merit should await
the drafting of the proposed measure. But the
key issue is the exient to which school boards
should be provided with funds, for the expen-
diture of which they need not answer to the
taxpayers who elect them,

Meanwhile the gquestion of equalization of
school costs goes begging. At any rate, it is not
clear that this proposal provides any part of
the answer.

By KIRKE L. SIMPSON

Copyright 1944 by the Associated Press

ta line, virtually abandoning nazi troops in the
Crimea and the Odessa region to their fate

the Dniester river crossed by Russiams on
front in the center and red forces already
firmly gripping positions in the Carpathian foot-
hills in southern Poland, there seems no other short,
naturally strong line available for a nazi stand in

Friend Shoots Friend |

The loss of 410 men in 20 transport planes
from the anti-aircraft fire of their own gn
forces reminds one of the fatal “charge of
light bridage™ at the battle of
Crimean war. There into the “jaws of death
rode the six hundred.” That charge, from which
few returned, was because “someone had blun-
dem' * | p |

LR o

the service. It is a bitter dose to lose gallant
men to the stupid firing of those on their own
side. .

There have been other reports of the diffi-
culty of distinguishing friend or foe in aerial

dination between ground and air forces, not
only to aveid injury to friends but to combine
strength to do injury to the enemy. The suc-
cess of the western front is going to depend
on the closeness of coordination 'of air and
ground forces and the navy. Then all greater
risk probably will be to ground troops, as they
seek to keep close to the bomb barrage of planes
and artillery. These risks are part of the war

game as now played; and we can only hope they
will call for no heavy cost, as at Gela.

News Behind
The News

By PAUL MALLON

( Distribution King Features Repro-
duction in - - m“r .

whole or in part strictly

WASHINGTON, March 20 — If anyone tries to
tell you the American schools have not broken
down in both scholarships and discipline, cite to
them these following facts: !

The navy found incoming freshmen at the lead-
ing universities so far below its educational stand-
ards, it bad to institute the V
program. In a test {o 4200 fresh-
men at 27 leading universities,
68 per cent were unable to pass
the arithmetic test, and 62 per
cent failed the whole test. Am-
ong the same candidates for na-
val reserve officer’ on-
ly 10 per cent had taken ele-
mentary trigonometry in high
schools, only 23 per cent had

by the navy, Admiral Nimitz wrote in a letier to
Prof. Bredvold of the University of Michigan, No-
vember 21, 1941, that “it was found necessary at
one of the training stations to lower the standards
in 50 per cent of the admissions™ . , .

Not half the graduates of the elementary schools
in Tennessee today e¢an read and write well. The

" condition is exposed in am article in the Tennessee

Teacher by School Superintendent H. I. Callahan,
who says: }

failed lamentably in their efforts to sugar-coat
the pill (of learning) ... "
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Today’s Radio Programs

T 00—News. :I5—Today
7:05—Marion Farm & Home 11:30—Light of the Werld
T:15—Rise n" Shine. 11:45—Hymns of All
73— News. 12:00—Women of America.
T:48—Morning 12:15—Ma Perkins.
8:00—Cherry City News wn—nm
8:05—Program Parade. ; odog g
8:15—Woman's Way. 1:00—Backstage
8:30—Tango Time 1:15—Stella Dallas.
9 '00—Pastor's Call. 1:3%—Lurenzo Janes,
$:15—It's the Truth. ;-*—m.m
o e B 2:15—Portia Taces Life.
L 345 Front Farrell
0:05—Song ana Dance. R e
10 -30—Music.
11°00—News e i
- #5—Rambling .
ggu—ls:lg! l;n—u. 400Dt Kate
u""‘“’ esteryear. 4:15—News of the World
12-15— News 4:30—Music,
12-30—Hillbilly Serenade: :m Gate Quartet.
12:35—Matinee. p
’ §:00—0K for Release.
R . & AR, 5:15—How Do You Do It?
1:30—Miladies Melodies. S ystery Theate
o a et My the. 6:30—Fibber . McGee and Molly
2:00—Isle of Paradise. 1:00—Bob Ho .
2:15-US Navy. ' 7:30—Red Skelton.
R N ttan 8:00—Fred Waring in Pleasure Time
2:45—Broadway Band Wagon - - ariog
. 33 £ R . '
4?—%29 Revelers, { ¥ =’-J m
4:15—News. ! 30—
4 Club.
4:45—Teatime Tumes.
s - Trio.
5:15—Let's
:m—l—i— Balalsika,
:mm ]
6:45—Music.
T -00—News
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the need for serap is nesrly over
becsuse aremt defemse factories
that used this
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9:45—Art Baker.
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such fighter planes won't be buzz-
ing around escorting bombers in
the near future. It would involve

SEEINS
TO INE

(Continued trom rage i,

scquisition. If we hold fast to
principles we can have an easy
conscience, and our moral posi-
tion will be admitted by the rest
of ‘the world. In fact for lack of
such emphasis on our political
aims we have lost stremgth in
France and Italy.

While it is true there iz dan-
ger in trying to write out spe-
cific war hims—Wilson found
that out when he tried to work
his 14 points into the peace
treaty; still it is only if we

as a)

Morgenthau’s personal di-
combit. leader indhpenssble snd), o e n be Do further
'm”lhlm_wrmm&m and
job than any he had held to date. | o e Mory wants the Iate

conrgess - administration unpleas-
Hamburger: The ration-enthron- |
= — : antness forgotten—if possible.
The war administration
| will recommend that OPA desig- &mte Batlle
nate spare ration stamps for pur- s _o
hdwlﬁoﬂuhonn
gade culs of beet during the
heavy slaughter envisioned
WFA's plan %0 encourage “liqui- I ‘A, Today
of low-grade beefl cattle

= st Tkl jle)

ment to the $8,557,000,000 inde-
pendent offices appropriation bill

proximately $70,000,000 a year
into the general fund of the trea-
sury and require the authority to
obtain direct annual appropria-
tions. At present the authority’s
revenues go into a special revoly-
ing fund from which it carries on
its own operations within broad
authorizations by congress.

reporter he was convinced it
would hamper the activities of the
TVA and limit its capacity for
producing electric power for war
indusiries.

Sen. Bankhead (D-Ala), anoth-
er foe of the McKellar proposal,
said it would thrust upon con-
gress the responsibility for tech-
nical decisions that should be left
with the TVA board.

“As far as the taxpayers are
concerned, there's no difference in
their (TVA) using their own funds
or gelting the money out of the
treasury through direct appropri-

assertéd,

ations,” Bankhead

Reporters ‘mentioned  that Ed
Crump, Memphis democratic )
leader, had deelared his opposition
to the MtKellar amendment,-and
asked McKellar whether this in-
dicated a break between him and
Crump. ”

“Oh no, I hope not,”™ McKellar
replied.

College of Pngc t Sound
Eyes Postwar Expansion

TACOMA, March 21-(#)-Post-
war plans for expansion of the
College of Puget Sound to meet
an expected 50 to 100 per cent
increase in enrollment include the
construction of a men’s dormitory
to house approximately 100 per-
sons, as an immediate project, it
was. announced today by Dr. R.
Franklin T! id

| Around Oregon

By the Aswociated Press

Viron A. Moore was named
superintendent of Parkrose
schools at $4000 a year . . . . Port-
land’s Swan Island shipyard
launched its 58th tanker, the
Grand Mesa,- for the National
Park of Colorade . ...

Jefferson county led the state
in the fourth war loan drive with
219 per cent of its quota, the state
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