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Breexy Sen. Kenmeth §. Wherry, Neb., left, found that the Oregon
siate capitel “reminds me of ours—only ours Is beiter naturally,”
added of the strmcture here, “Ii's a beautiful bullding.” On the
same first visit there Friday morning Sen. Dennis Chaves, NM, right,
learning that Oregen’s upper house boasis enly three democrat
members, siruck his forehead, muttered “Whee, we're in a minogity
here.” Chavezx was first clerk to serve under McNary when jlhe
Oregonian weat 4o the senate in 1917, |

Walter M. Pierce, former governor

who became congressman from
Oregon, was ameng ithe honer-
ary palibearers at the McNary
funeral Friday. He was also an
early arrival at the Marion hotel
to greet again the men with
whom he had served in the na-
tional legislative bedies.

Weary Congressman James W.ﬂd.()ruu (M)waw'-mvmW

when his daughter, Dorothy (far left) and his wife met him in the lobby of the Marion hotel Friday .,,14 he written and no mention of McNary’s name, MeNary would

morning. “Ne Interviews this trip” was Vandenberg's commen respomse io reperiers here.

297 File Claims Under New
Occupational Disease Law

A total of 297 claims, under the new occupational disease
law of the 1943 legisiature, were filed with the state industrial
accident commission here during the period July 1, 1943/ to
February 1, 1944, Paul E. Gurske, a commission member, report-
ed here yesterday. _ !

Of the total number of claims submitied 102 or 34.3 per
cent were rejected. The medical :

cause of a previous supreme cpurt

*| ruling that such cases should be

The medical aid totaled ”m“-lincludod among the normal | job

time loss $6078.48 and awards|j.,a.rds compensable under | the

. accident law. Rejection of all six

Although silicesis, a lung dis-| hernia cases was because this is
ease caused by inhalation of dust,| not an occupational disease.

g

tion,: 17 accepted as industry acci-
dents and 18 because the gisease
was nequired prior to July 1, 143,
the date on which the occupation-
al disease law be¢ame operative.

Gurske said administration of
the new law still is an experiment
and that amendments probably
will be offered at the 1945 legis-
lative session.

“By profiting from our own ac-
cumulated experience and the ex-
perience of other states, particu-
larly Wisconsin, we hope ta prove
of real service to employers and
employes,” Gurske declared. Wis~
consin: was the first of 25 siates
to adopt the occupational disease
law.

Gurske said the effect of the
accident commissicn’s recent or-
ganization of the accident preven-

Routine Described
By Newsman Friend

Who Knew Him Well

By JOHN W, XEILLY
Executive director Oregon Postwar Readjustment and Development Com-~

mission: former Newspaperman in Oregon and Washington, DC +

For a'man not trained in the newspaper profession, Sen.
Charles L. McNary had a natural “nose for mews” and it was
this gift that made him the best informed member of the con-
gress on all that touched upon national legislation. He possessed
the instincts of a good reporter which were probably developed
when he was dean of law at Willamette university and was
familiar with Salem newsmen. His was an inquiring mind. He
delighted in studying men and analyzing {hem.

News sources which Sen. MeNary contacted like a reporter
covering a beat were the senate barbershop, the cloakrooms, the
floor of the senate chamber, certain committees, conferences in
his office, little sessions in the office of the secretary of the
senate and huddles in his ornate hide-out in the Capitol build-
ing. From these sources Charley McNary gleaned facts, gossip
and rumors on everything worthwhile in the great game of politics.
His understanding of men taught him how to take the greatest ad-
vantage of this miscellaneous information,

Years ago McNary discovered that in the semate barbershep
his colleagues lef down their hair while under the hot towels of
the colored attendants. X they had a peeve against another sem-
ator or the administration they sounded off. Later in the cloak-
rooms, while they were smoking, reclining on sofas walting for a
quorum call or roll call the republican minerity leader found the
out-spoken senators of the barbershep weakening and when they
went on the floor all semblance ‘of rebellion had evaporated and
they “went along” as ihe phrase is, snpporting the administration.
Se well did McNary siudy the senators, their peculiarities and
“slant” that on any controversial issue he could and did make 2
mental poll and generally could forecast within a veie or two how
the issue would be decided.

When the senate was not in session, or afier adjournment and

especially on Saturdays, republican senators would confer with him #
in his private office behind closed doors, one at a time, on party §

politics. From these colleagues he learned what the low-down was
in various committees. In the capitol building the senator had an
office just off the floor where quick conferences could be held,
where meals could be brought from the Senate restaurant and this
room he turned over to members of the press gallery on special oc-
casions. This office was elaborate and ornate, walls covered with
paintings in vivid colors, all painted by an Italian artist about a cen-
tury ago. )

Had Mutual Understanding With Garner

In the days when Cactus Jack Garner was vice president, that
bushy-browed Texas democrat would drop in to see Charley, or
McNary would spend an hour in Garner’s office at the capitol or
in the senate office building. These two men, of opposite political faiths
understood each other and while the vice president “struck a blow
for liberty” he discussed inside politics, usually supplemented by
other democratic senators and, perhaps a couple of republicans, Sen.
McNary would leave such a gathering with his brain charged with
a clear picture of what the administration had in mind. In the office
of the secretary of the senate there would be gatherings with Jimmy
Byrmnes, “Dear Alben” Barkley and. other democratic familiars with
free discussion and more grist for the republican leader. McNary
knew the origin of every feud between senators, ranging from the
enmity between California’s Johnson and Arkansas’ Caraway over
possession of an historic mansion on the eoutskirts of the district, to
how Sen. Bob Reynolds ridiculed Cameron WMerrison out of the
senate by telling the North Carolina voters that Morrison ate fish
eggs, which sounded worse than calling it caviar.

Another news source was playing golf al the Burning Tree
where senators foregathered. MecNary played with Marvin Me-
Intyre and Stephem Early, White House seccreiaries and Admiral
Ross Mcintyre, the president’s phiysician. The admiral was an
old-time Salem towney. It was a time for intimate gossip. Of all
the demoerais the late Pai Harrison of Mississippl (defeated for
leader by Barkiey by one veie) was McNary's favorite.
Their voies were always paired when a pair was necessary and
because he was fond of the Oregon senator, Harrison secured the
excise tax en Canadian lumber, which was wanted by the lumber

Key reporters in Washington knew this fund of knowledge pos-
sessed by the senator from Oregon. They would go to his office to
get the low-down. Sen. McNary gave them the inside (backgreund)
and with this information they could write stories prophetically
correct. There were but two stipulations in these interviews: No notes

think out loud. He was a gold mine for the press. In the passing
vears this was the source of thousands of news articles emanating
under a Washington dateline. Rarely would he permit a guote on
some issue. “Go see Borah, he'll talk,” smiled the senator.

Thought of Oregon When He Relaxed

Sen. McNary's hour of relaxation came at 5 o'clock. At that
hour Oregon visitors and those from the ever-green land temporarily
‘stationed in the national capital assembled in his private office.
They had been assembling in bhis magnificent outer office, with its
14-foot mirrors, its spectacular and prize encrusted chandeliers, 20-
foot ceilings and mossy deep green carpet awaiting the hour, Then
McNary smoked his first cigarette of the day, leaned back in his
chair while cards in the “Oregon Lodge” were distributed to visitors
who had not been there before. These cards were souvenirs and
bore the legend: “See nothing, hear nothing, tell nothing,” for what-
ever was fold in these meetings was off the record. However, there
was never an evening when the conversation did not drift to Oregon
pioneers and scraps of Oregon history to old days in Salem and
“whats become of—" the laiter being a list of politicians past or
present. Discussions of trees, flowers and scenery of Oregon and
its wildlife were common.
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Wall Doxey, senale sergeant-at-
arms, was recalling in Salem
on Friday that he had been here
before, remembered visiting
Fircone, the McNary home on
the Nerth River read, when

“He was always kind and helpful
to me,” declared Sen. Rufus Hol-
man of Oregen as he spoke
briefly at the luncheon for con-
gressional guesis,

ashington - - - at Work and at

Leisure

were pholographed by States-
man Pholeographer Al Light-
mer. “There may be some
smiles there, bui I was im-
pressed by the faet flat I
heard not one member of that
crowd menation Ben. McNary's
name without indicating that
he believed the nation and the
world bhad lost a great man.”
said Lightner, who miet them
all,

Justice J. O. Balley had never met before Friday but they bad
common grounds, or rather sireams and rivers, of which to falk,
for Bailey is an ardent fisherman and like’s Brewsier's hame siate,

Salem Man
At 80 Takes
On Big Jobs

Friends ‘are often a man’s best
publicity agents, for if it were not
for them, many an interesting
personality would remain un-
known to the public. A. L. Lamb,
longtime Oregon resident, is a mo-

County Realty
Deals Hit Peak

Figures from the office of Her-
man Lanke, county recorder, re-
veal that Marion county real es-
tate transactions hit a peak dur-
ing 1943, $16,152.08 being in fees
recorded for the year againsi
$13,352.53 for 1942,

February of this year, however,
showed the greatest activity of
any month since April, 1043 and

the preceding 10.

World Service
Sessions End

YMCA World Service confer«
ence closed Saturday with ses-
sions throughout the  afternoon
and evening led by Frank Slack

A YMCA Junior Socmhry'f
training course will be. held at
Willamette university today and
Monday with a full schedule out-
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