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From First Statesman, March 28, 1851

THE STATESMAN PUBLISHING COMPANY

CHARLES A. SPRAGUE, Editor and Publisher

Member of the Associated Press

The Associated Press s exciusively entitied to the use for publication of all
mwmmwwu«mmmmmmw.

which is now our ally. But there was a prom-
ise in this column some weeks ago to deal with
the matter further; and besides, the events of
1844 afford material for making a point which
may be helpful today rather than the opposite.

As for the slogan, is scarcely figured in
those events except as a vote-catching phrase
which helped install Jim Polk, a mediocre party
wheelhorse though destined to play a major
role in the shaping of the nation’s boundaries,
in the White House. It was shouted by cam-
paign speakers, flaunted from parade banners,
painted on covered wagons which rolled labor-

* jously along the Oregon Trail. After the votes
were counted it lived on principally to embar-
rass the successful candidate, who was worried
by visions of two simultaneous wars, with
Mexico and Great Britain.

Temptation to delve at great length into
the “Oregon Question” is offset by the circum-
stance that its details, no less than those of the
Champoeg meeting, are shrouded in myth and
controversy. Emerson Hough made “Fifty
Four-Forty or Fight” the title of a historical
novel—whose history is no more accurate than
its geography. Hough relates that the British
warship Modeste, which played an important
though disputed role in the affair, came up the
Columbia and anchored “above Oregon City
and well below Vancouver.” Try it out on
your map. The book is full of beautiful women
who shaped the destiny of nations, and other
nonsense, .

Then there is the version of those irrespon-
sible historians who cared less for facis than
for their objective which at this point was to
prove that “Whitman saved Oregon.” Perhaps
he did, though dispassionate modern students
deny it. Whether he did no not, W. H, Gray
and his followers distorted history. 3

So we're not going into that, except o con-
cede that there was some friction between the
United States and Great Britain over Oregon.
The British wanted everything north and west
of the Columbia; the United States wanted
everything up to 54-40 where the Russian
claims left off. But even before Polk took
office the two governments were heading rap-
idly toward the eventual compromise on the
49th parallel and the Strait of Juan de Fuca;
the dispute was carried on thereafter chiefly by
out-of-office hotheads in both countries. Polk
was embarrassed by his campaign slogan but,
it ‘turned out, democrats in the south were cool
to the whole business and he found an “out.”

So the issue was settled amicably in 18486,
though there were some flurries later; in. 1859
a dispute over San Juan island, which beoth
nations claimed, led to a near-clash of arms,
the immediate incident involving livestock
trespass. Bloodshed was averted when the
British admiral in command refused to act in
such manner as “to involve two great nations
in war over a squabble about a pig.” The pre-
cise boundary in the strait wasn't settled until
1872.

But generally speaking—and it is a point
worth emphasizing in the light of Anglophobia

* which still persists in some quarters—review-
ing the history of the Oregon Question now
highlights the fact that there has been no ser-
fous threat of British aggression for a full
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would have had to levy a four-mill tax to merge
and close its books. T'oo0 much support from out-
side sources encourages uneconomical systems
—at the expense of the county and state.

News Behind
The News

By PAUL MALLON

dncfflm in whnhbzr in 'pcn strictly mﬁi&’.‘f'

WASHINGTON, Feb. 26—A week after Mr,
Roosevelt’s demand for a civilian draft bill, his
floor leader Barkley had not emitted a word of
approval. His leaders on the house side went fur-
ther and assured newsmen, off
the record, the bill would not be

n the strike situation. In any
mt, the bill will not be even

conservation commentators largely—but also from
the Bridges communist controlled Longshoremen’s
union on the Pacific coastt When you get com-
munists and conservatives together, you may be
sure someone is being fooled.

The reaction of the man in the street, as I get
it conversationally, was likewise surprisingly ap-
proving. People generally hate strikes and sym-
pathize with the unequal positions of the soldier
with the war worker. They are irrefutably right
in these positions.

But, in their righteous wrath, they are apt to
be misled into espousing a remedy far more un-
just than the injustices they want to cure. Few of
them have studied the ball (Austin’s revised pro-
posal, January 10) and understand what it would
do to them and the country. Congress knows.

To me, it seems as unjustified as using an axe
to eliminate a flyspeck on glass, and in this case,
the glass is the final container of Individual hu-
man rights, individual liberty—all that we are
fighting for and including our “way of life”—in
favor of male and female enslavement to the state
for war reasons that are not apparent to all—in-
cluding congress.

justly brags it is the best in the world.
You can see this clearly by a detailed study of
the bill-empowering the president by proclama-
tion to move anyone anywhere away from his
home into any other job at any rate of pay (that
is, anyone except federal, state, county, and local
officials, including bureaucrats who are
along with pregnant mothers and those with minor
children, and the other established military ex-
emptees, although I do not see clergymen exempt.
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consider the fact that the atti-
tﬂ.dmm&hﬁuhoﬂn’
simply a reflection of our own?
At home, among friends, in so-
ciety—our daily attitudes are
more important and more influ-
ential than we suppose.
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grave um His face was|will be 2 L. So—
massively immobile, and then defermenfs granted men
ed amiably with officers ~ soon. minimum -
He listened intenily to every-| Farm labor must be screened
thing — to the GI's talk about|again and those who.cannot show
their , among other things.| they are producing “substantially”
Montgomery, a small, immense- | 15 the total amount of food for
ly alive figure whose eyes are|the nation are to lose their de-
known black beret, tankers trous- The problem was outlined to the
ers and & pale tan grestvoat —| gengte agriculture committes by
“British ‘warm.” Maj. Gen. Lewis B. Hershey,
Tedder was the most silent of | grott director, and to a house
the three. His fur flier’s coat but- | mjitary subcommittes by his aide,
toned closely, he was always &t|y1¢ Col. Francis V. Keesling.
Eisenhower’s side. Hershey sald the 4-F situation
Agein and again, inspecting a .
edmdm&qm_ ’"u-"_
Italian prisoners working along

the roadside or at haystacks. In-

variably they looked blankly at

the face bobbing under Montgom-

ery's black beret. He didn't seem

to be aware of them.

At a miniature shooting range
Eisenhower spotted a target for

enlisted tankmen to shoot at, and

when they hit it squarely he ex-
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set tomorrow for ruling on both ."ll
issues. He instructed Giesler and -
US Attorney Charles H. Carr ,
meantime to confer with the

grand jury commisgioner and

clerk in an effort to reach a stip- .

| ulation on whether women were 1
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