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munism, and were ruthless in
their- hostility to soviet Russia.
The latter was equally sterm in
insulating itself against any com-
munication ‘with the west, an iso-
lationissn which not even the ne-

sists that governments of its bor-
der nations to the west look to-
ward Moscow, if not with friendly
eyes at least without poison in
their hearts. Russia’'s purpose is.
to make of these nations a protec-
tive moat rather than an approach
jn potentially hostile hands. 1t is
not that Russia fears these small
nations themselves, but it fears
their being used as catspaws by a
resurgent Germany.

This attitude on Russia’s part
fs no more astonishing than our
own attitude toward the new gov-
ernment of Bolivia, or what it
would be toward a coup in Mexico
or Colombia unfriendly to the
United States and endangering
the Panama canal.

The stretch Europe from the
Baltic to the Black and Aegean
seas, from Finland to Bulgaria, is
what I call the fauli-block of Eu-
rope. It is not a geological fault-
block, but an ethnographie, econ-
omic and political fault-block. To
the west is Europe, highly organ-

{zed politically and indus- (Con-

tinued on Editorial Page)
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Hitler Is Urged
To Evacuate
Northern Finland

By ROBERT STURDEVANT

STOCKHOLM, Feb. 15.—(#)-Di-
rect peace negotiations between
Finland and Russia appeared lo
be underway tonight and Col. Gen.
Eduard Dietl was reported to have
urged Hitler to order evacution of
his troops in northern Finland.

A German source said there
were indications that a number of
transport officers, essential for a
large-scale movement, had been
assigned to Dietl’'s command. Col.
Gen. Hans Juergen Stumpff of the
air force has virtually abandoned
his Finnish headquarters in favor
of Oslo, Norway, it was said. He
also was said to have ordered the
withdrawal of fighters and bomb-
ers from the Rovaniemi and Kemi
airfields to southern Norway. .
= The Finnish legation here dis-
closed that Juhu Kusti Paasikivi,
former ' Finnish cabinet minister,
had conferréd with the Russian
minister to Sweden, Mme. Alex-

andra Kollontay, and expects to|'

meet her again.

Whether this meeting resulted
in any formula whereby Finland
could quit the war was not dis-
closed.  Madame Kollontay return-
ed to Stockholm today after spend-
ing several days in an outlying re-
sort, ' .

A Helsinki dispatch, quoting an
“authoritative source,” declared
there had been no advance in the
peace crisis in the last 24 hours.

Whatever status Finland hopes
for in peace, there are a number
of snags in that direction — the
principal one the presence of sev-

. {Turn to Page 2—Story H)
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Radios Silent

capital.

last November 18.

channel at dusk last night.

roar of the engines of the bomber
fleet was incessant for more than
an hour as the planes headed to-
ward the sea.

A hint that American air forces
were participating was contained
in a dispatch from Stockholm
which said that &8 United States
bomber had crashed, nes
brg, Denmark, during a
raid alert.

Radio stations in France, Ger-
many and Denmark fell silent and
alerts were reporied in western
Switzerland.

An all-out assault was made on
the French invasion coast during
the day by allied planes of many
types. Two medium bombers and
four fighters were lost.

The bombardment of Pas-de-
Calais and its environs was be-
gun by formations of American
Liberator bombers and Thunder-
bolt fighter-bombers which navi-
gated over vast areas of flak with-
out a single loss.

“Neither the heavy bombers
(Liberators), which were escort-
ed by RAF and RCAF Spitfires,
nor the Thunderbolts encountered
enemy air opposition,” a joint
communique by the US air arm
night.

“Other military objectives in
northern France were subjected to
@ series of attacks throughout to-
day by US army air force B-28
Marauders, RAF and allied Mitch-
ells and Bostons, RAAF Mosqui-
tos and RAF Typhoons.

“Escort cover and support for
these attacks were provided by
RAF, dominion and allied fighters
while other RAF fighters patrolled
over northern France,"” the an-
nouncement added.

Tonight the German domestic
long-wave radio station in the
Berlin area and the nazi-controlled
Danish network left the air, indi-

(Turn to Page 2—Story B)
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RAF Bomber
Force Raids
Berlin Again

¥rench, German, banish

East coast residents said the<—

| Western defense command

L

d sOlOmd!'f;

as. Fleet

Heads Over Conﬁ;ient

LONDON, Wednesday, Feb, 16—(AP)A great
force of RAF bombers hammered Berlin last night, the |
British announced today, in their first m a j o r night
operation since the January 30 assault on the German

It was the 15th great assault upon Berlin since the
RAF launched its obliteration campaign against the city

Some indication of the weight of the raid was giv-
en by British coastal observers, who-reported that great
forces of bombers had been heard thundering over the

McCornack
®
Gets Legion
f i
Of Menrit

SAN 1ISCO, Feb. 15—(#)
Col. € C. MeCornackl® of
Eugeng, Ore., who served as sur-
geon then as deputy chief of staff
of the Western defense command,
was awarded the legion of merit
upon his retirement today.

Col./McCornack began his mili-
tary gareer by volunteering for
isthe Second Oregon infantry and
saw agtion in the Philippines in-
surrection during the Spanish-
American war. .

He served as surgeon of the
and
Fourth army from November 12,
1940, to January 26, 1943, and as
deputy chief of staff from Jan-
uary 27, 1943, to September 14,
1943, ~

The award was granted “for the
soundést military judgment, tact
and resourcefulness in the plan-
ning abd coordinating of many de-
tails fncident to two major task
forces which routed the enemy in
the Aleutians.”

Canada, US Fur

ment Si

TON, Feb. 15.—(#)
action was comple-
senate today on legis-
2924) to give effect to
the fur agreement of 1942 be-
tween the United States and Can-
ada for the purpose of protecting

the fur seals of Pribilof islands.
The of islands have been

%

ted by the
lation (HR
seal

 Pribil
unprotected on the high seas since
the abrogation by Japan on Octo-
ber 23, 1940, of the fur seal con-
wention concluded by the United

States, Great Britain, Russia and

Japan on July 7, 1911 :

|16 per cent, Chairman E. C.
_ Sammons of the state war fin-

Says ‘Over T_o‘ﬁ

: |
g B
|

orcées

Halsey Lands
. Men on Corrals,
‘Supply Base

Oregoﬁians Buy
115 Millions |
In War Bonds |

In Series E Sale
By 8 Per Cent

Oregon topped its fourth w*
loan bond quota by more than

b
.

ance committee announced /fo
th@state wt large. from’

as a feature of- the on
county victory rally in the high
school auditorium, a highlight"
of which was the first anniversary
broadcast of the KOIN Million
Dollar club. The state figure at 10
o’clock when the rally closed, with
two hours yet to go, was $115,-
207,166.50.

Oregon, one of 20 states
its quota by the deadline for the
official campaign, come from .
retary of the Treasury H
Morgenthau, jr., and other offi-
cigls, and the Marion county com-
mittee headed by Jesse J. Gard,
was complimented on its double
triumph by State Chairman Sam-
mons and Gov. Earl Snell.
(Turn to Page 2—Story E)

Nation Passes
Bond Quota

The $14,000,000,000 fourth war
loan went over the top by $191,-

IWEST PACIFIC, Wednes-

Marion Tops Quota Arthur announced today.

: pthe Solomons *“are now isolated

|lied hands, and the central and

day, Feb. 16— (AP)Ame-
rican and New Zealand
troops occupied the jumn-
glecovered Green islands
Monday, completing the
eampaign for the Solomon
islands, Gen. Douglas Mac-

| Japanese forces esti-
mated at 22,000 dispersed through

from their sources of supply at
Rabaul (New Britain),” and face
starvation and disease “from the
military blockade which renders
their position hopeless,” MacAr-
thur said in a communique.
. The allied troops from Adm.
/illiam F. Halsey's south P 3
resistance as they landed, with air
and naval surface craft protection,
on the boomerang - shaped coral
islands only 120 miles east of Ra-
baul, the enemy supply base which
has been heavily hit by allied air-
craft, and 40 miles northwest of
Buka island,
. With the northern end of the
Solomons archipelago now in al-

southern islands already firmly
held, the omly alternative other
than death by starvation for the
22,000 Japanese, is surrender.

Allied forces holding the Green
islands, also called Nissan, can
stop the Japanese from running
supplies by sea to their isolated
comrades who still cling to air and

(Turn to Page 2—Story D)

Hull Supports
Free Press

By JOHN M. HIGHTOWER

WASHINGTON, Feb. 15 —-(®
Official American support of a
policy of international free press
was disclosed today with belated
publication of a letter written by
Secretary of State Hull which de-
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Tojo | warded DFC

sea-batiered points on Choiseul, |

New Blockades,
Knox Reveals

Sealed; Pacific
Ports Surrounded

By TOM REEDY

WASHINGTON, Feb. 15 —(#)
The sea-wise allies have forged

- e
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Smash .
 Pkov

Soviets

. .I.I_ e |
 In 5 Sectors;
End Nearing

By TOM YARBROUGH

LONDON, Wednesday, Feb.
18 () 'The Russians in the
north, moving down along two
railroads and a highway, have
hammered the Germans far-
ther back toward the great
communications center of Pskov,
bombing and shelling the nazi
retreat lines choked with trucks,
carts and | infantry, Moscow an-

%

today
The Russians were pressing the
Germans in five other sectors of
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