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Oregon Soldiers’ Votes
7 Whenever it is suggested that a special ses-
T' ' sion of the legislature be called, two questions
should be asked: (1) Is there a real emergen-
cy? (2) I there is, cap and will the legislature
+* " espact with reasonable promptiness measures
* ' which will meet the emergency?
Unless the answer to each question is “yes”
.. there should be no special sessfon. :

When Portland interests sought recently a
special session to revise the income tax forgive-
ness features enacted at the 1943 session, there
was dispute as to the first question’s correct an-
swer: the answer to the second question was
“no.” Gov. Earl Snell quite properly refused
to é&ll_ the lawmakers together.

Now it is suggested that if necessary, a spe-
cial session be held to amend the election laws
slightly in order to permit Oregon service men
to vote. For the sake of true democracy and for
the sake of these men's morale, if that necessity
arises it will constitute a real emergency; an-
swer “yes” to question No. 1.

So far as can be foreseen, the remedy would
consist simply of an amendment advancing the
deadline for independent candidacies,. so that
ballots might be printed perhaps 60 days be-
fore the election date, rather than the present
45 days. Such an amendment could be prepared
before the lawmakers met. It would not be con-
troversial. There would be no need for oratory,
though there would be some. What with the

i necessity for patching up the organization of
I the twe branches, electing a speaker of the
| house:since that post is vacant, and observing

a few of the amenities, it might not be possible

to do the job in one day, but it surely could be

accomplished in two.
A “gentlemen’s agreement” to consider no
other business is proposed. Legally it would not
| be binding; politically it probably would. The
' public could not be certain that the legislature
would perform its simple task and adjourn; but
the elected representatives of the people ought
to be trusted that far: :

So—if the emergency actually develops, a
special session seems justified.

As things stand, it apparently will not devel-
op. There are 45 days to get the ballots to the
voters and back to the county clerks. By air
mail, they can make the round trip to any peoint
in 32 days. There remains the question of
printing the ballots. It is suggested that five
days be allowed. This would be ample—if coun-
ty clerks and printers were on their toes. The
entire job would not have to be done after the
deadline; the forms could be set up so that on-
ly the names and ballot numbers of late-filing
candidates need be inserted before the pres-
ses begin rolling. Unless some “bug” arises
in connection with the mail delivery, this prob-
lem can be met without amendment of the elec-
tion laws.

Interpréting
The War News

By KIRKE L. SIMPSON
Copyright 1944 by the Associated Press

The relative ease with which Uncle Sam thrust
mjar the Marshall islands doorway to an atiack
on Japan itself is bound to have upset the enemy's
once tranquil thoughts of security.

The battle front in the Pacific has been carried
1000 miles westward in a single stride. An island-
hopping campaign has expanded to the beginning
of a group-by-group American advance carried
out with such overwhelming power as to leave no
doubt in Tokyo that Japan's Pacific island outpost
screen is utterly wvulnerable.

Kwajalein atoll and its vast reef-girt lagoon,
now firmly consolidated as an American offensive
advance base, was no improvised defense work.
More than two decades of secret, freacherous Jap-
anese plotting had gone into its preparation for
the test. But it took massed American power less
. than a week to reduce it, destroy its suicide garrison
and begin at once to convert the atoll into an air-
sea base of infinite menace to Japan itself.

Gen. Marshall, top-flight American war strate-

teamwork.” The history of war probably shows no
# parallel for the weight of metal by air and sea
brought to bear on such concentrated targets to
clear the way for landing forces. An American cas-
ualty ratio so low as to amaze the officers in com-

.}fi!:: j ! {

h

1y
i

“War Time” luuef'_' Revived

“Let every man be master of his time.” The -

advice is Shakespeare’s, spoken through the
medium of his character Macbeth. i

When farmers insist that “war time™ or its
predecessor identical in practical effect, day-
light saving time, disrupts their schedules and .
those of the cows and chickens, city dwellers
and even rural dwellers who are only part-
time farmers, earning their livelihood in indus-
try or trade, are never quite able to compre-
hend clearly their argument.

If a farmer has been in the habit of getting
up at 5 a. m., what's to hinder him, under
“war time” from getting up at the same time,
even though the clock says it’s an hour later?
There must be an answer, for the farmers were
unhappy under daylight saving time and are un-
happy under “war time.” They need a “pub-
lic relations man” to elucidate the matter, |

Frankly, one who works on a morning news-
paper lacks natural sympathy for either side
in this controversy. This particular species: of
human owl has found it necessary to adjust his
life to a schedule, and occasionally as that sched-
ule changes, to readjust it again. He knows
it is difficult, but then he has done it and
figures others can do the same.

Whether “war time™ actually helps relieve
the peak load on electrical power consumption
has never been answered categorically; or if
the answer is in someone's possession it has not
been adequately publicized. It is reliably report-
ed that in Oregon there is no problem involv-
ing a power shortage; on the other hand it is
unquestioned that “war time” has forced school
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The Fourth Bimen.ion

children to set forth before daylight and even
to begin their classwork by artificial light; es-
pecially in such places ag Portland where school

Today’s Radio Programs

duces mn emotional debauch it Sditorial is appreciated but boil-

2 - ed down to the language of the
vietimizes its followers. It be- - A |
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n is “Shall our armed forces

permitted to vote?” and it
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hours have been advanced to relieve transporfa-
tion peak loads. _ | i

Now daylight is coming earlier and the con-
troversy doubtless will die down again. Inas-
much as city folk for the most part find “war
time” to their liking whereas farmers' reac-
tions are strictly the contrary, it will have to
come to a showdown before the emergency act
expires. Meanwhile the farmers should, we
think, explain their viewpoint; preferably with
diagrams. We city folk just can't understand
what difference it makes to a cow.

News Behind
.The News

By PAUL MALLON

[ Distribution b eatures Repro-
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WASHINGTON, February 5 — The senate prob-
ably next they will pass on food subsidies—and
what will Mr. Roosevelt do then, with the fourth
term campaign underway, with
his labor campaign manager,
Phil Murray, pleading for steel
wage increases, and the con-
sumers, groaning audibly about
prices?”

The generally published sup-
position has been that he will
veto the ban and continue to
pay the middlemen free trea-
sury money to hold wholesale
prices down while slipping an
increase to the farmers. The
congressional and farm leaders naturally heard
about this, and have made private plans to squeeze
him around to their way.

His OPA authority expires July 1 shortly befare
his renomination. If he vetoes this ban, they iniend
to slip another into the OPA bill which he cannot
veto without losing his whole price regulation
program. :

Certainly all the newly generated administration
heat hereabouts therefore, already is being turned
on the senate to get a comoromise which will ex-
tricate the White House from its worst political
predicament. . ;

Lately, reports have come in from the farm belt
indicating the men in the fields were not so strong
against Roosevelt, but all evidence locally sugeests
the contrary. The farm organization leaders here
have. been off the front pages lately. but their ire
has not diminished. nor has their intention to efr-
cumvent the president. :

True, nearly all farm prices are now sbove of-
ficial parity. Also, the administration has been
quietly inching up its subsidy pavments. Flowr,
mort important farm food product. has been :
into the subsidy ist, as has grapefruit juice.
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have - spent the federal election is con-

the same time cerned.
interest on his  We berate the administration
, . for the “too little, too late” atti-
Then, many of you may be tude but there is something more
worrying over what you're go- ~ to voting than this . . . it is the
ing to do when the war ends,  desire to remember those who
There will be readjustments, no voted down the expansion of the
doubt. People will need time, US navy; to remember those who
and perhaps money, {o get them- refused to fortify Guam; to re-
selves settled in profitable jobs. member those who “damned™
But the fellow who has bought the administration in its frantic
the bonds right along, and salt- efforts over a period of almost
ed them down, will be sitting eight years to appraise the coun<
preity. He'll have the best se~ try of what was on the horizon—
curity there is, with a grub-stake the yellow peril—but the “Amer-
to - tide him over an awkward Ica First” prevailed. \
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