Wise or
Otherwise

ByEﬂlnGrant

This -is !_M whose authenti-
city you have my consent to boot
‘from behind, It was related by
Mr. P of Pecos. Mr. P of Pecos
is a fancier of greyhounds, the
species of canine whose supreme
ambition is to catch the mechan-
jcal rabbit; put dog racing out of
business and spend the remainder
of his 1ifé’ posing for the artist
who ~péints’ greyhounds on the
s1d(‘5 of stages.

Pecos, 'the metropolis which Mr.
P is of, is approximately the size
of a sailor's flat hat, on the West
Texas desert between Wink and
Kent. West Texas is immense, and
vou must always identify its me-
tropolises by telling what they are
between. West Texas is immense
and everything in West Texas is
immenser than everything every-
where else. Immenser and better
and faster. Even the turtles and
hounds and potash trees. And Mr.
Pof Pecos, maybe.

At the metropolis of Abllene.
between Sweetwater and Crisco,
Mr. P of Pecos purchased a
rangy runner reputed to be the
swiftest canine on earth. Swifter
even than any other Texas mutt.
Mr. P of Pecos was justifiably
provoked when, as he was about
to board the train, the conductor
asked him if the dog could-run.

“You ask me can he run!” Mr.
P of Pecos smerted. “Mister,
this s a West Texas dog! He
can outrumn aaything outside
Texas. He ecam outrun this
train. What de yeu think eof
that?™

“1 think I've got ten bucks that
says he can't” said the conduc-
tore-which proved, to Mr. P of
Pecos, that he wasn't a Texan. A
Texan wouldn't bet against any-
thing that was Texan.

Mr. P of Pecos spoke to the
greyhound, affectionately called
Pascal the Rascal. “Pascal,” he
militarily, “go bring up the

said,
rear.”

Without a word, not being a
talking dog, the obedient name-
sake of a bus trotted to the rear
of the train. As Mr. P of Pecos
got aboard, he observed that the
conductor was conferring with
the engineer. Mr. P of Pecos
parked his luggage and strolled
to the rear observation platform.
The train pulled out and the con-
ductor joined him there.

Pascal the Rascal loped easily
down the track behind. The train
picked up speed. Pascal length-
ened his stride apparently with-
out effort. At 50 miles an hour
he came on smoethly, cooling “his
nose against the dengling airhose
connection, The cenductor grin-
ned as he reached up and touch-
ed the signal cord.

The engineer answered with a
toot of the whistle, and set the
throttle up another notch. Pascal
ran a hundred yards or s6o on
three legs while scratching where
a flea had been sitting too hard
on his ear, then came on up. Mr,
P of Pécos smiled -at the condue~
tor. -

.Again - the conductor touched
the signal tord, and again the en-
gineer answered and added an-
other notch to the throttie. -The

 train erossed w trestie and Pascal

m. tonm-t-d-nh-
tained the - pace.

“We're doing 75 an hour!™ the
conductor said incredibly.

“Asd he's not even panting”
said Mr, P of Pecos calmly.
“Not yef" the conductor said
pointedly, and again signaled the
engineer,

As the' train picked up still more |P
speed, Pascal leff the track and
went diagonally out across the
desert. This caused the conductor
to relax, but he observed that Mr.
P himself wasn't at all perturbed,
not even when Pascal the Rascal
disappeared over the sandy hori-
zon,” All of which was proof
enough that he really knew his
dog, for presently, when the train

{ again, loping close behind, with a
| Jackrabbit between his jaws.

This exhibition of disregard for
the speed of his train provoked
the cenductor. His nose turned
blue and his neck became red with
anger. He hissed unkindly at Mr.
P of Pecos.

Mr. P of Pecos hissed back, and
said, “Mister, tell your friend up
there on the front end of this
1938 model to really let ’er out
and give us a race.”

The conductor did. The engineer |
hung onto the whistle and pulled
the throtitle wide open. Mr. P of
Pecos says even the conductor ad-
mitted they were doing better than
100 miles an hour. And with Pas-
cal still so close you could count
his ribs. Mr. P of Pecos then
leaned over and spoke to Pascal.

The rangy runner leaped the
rail and moved rapidly up along
the side of the speeding train. Mr.
P of Pecos and the conductor
moved up through the train till
they reached the engine.

“And where,” asked Mr. P of
Pecos, relating the story, “do you
think that #unnin’ rascal was?”

| Naturally, we couldn’'t even
guess.

“He was way oui there on
the fracks, ashead of the train.”
Mr. P of Pecos replied, “chas-
ing ene of these big wesl Texas
turtles!”

‘Car Doctors’
Here to Offer
Repair Advice

Every day, on the average, 8,-
500 sutomobiles and trucks are
| being retired from service on Am-
|erican roads and streets—worn
{ out. To date more than three mil-
| lion“such wvehicles, approximately
| 10 per cent of those which were in
| service before Pearl Harbor, are
lost t0o use; and motor wvehicles
| whether directly or indirectly used
'm the war program, are vital to
1&1cmry
| Earl Kiuge and R. H. Conn] fac-
| tory specialists fromzfhie Chedro-
let Mofor company, will be at the
Douglas McKay Chevrolet com- |
pany next week, Monday through

factory are,

prescribe the necessary treatment

rounded a curve, there was Pascal |

another year. Their consultation is |
free and the motorists consulting | handle 20 examinations a day, ac-
them are under no obligation to { cording to Fred Bales, service su-
order repair work or other service. | perintendent, who said that the

These men from the Chevrolet | factory men and Douglas McKay
in a sense, doctors|Chevrolet company would especi-
who are eqguipped to examine and | ally welcome céar owners who have

that will put cars and trucks in

i

|

Friday, to advise Salem car and
truck operators on ways of keep- | condition to last at least one more
ing their cars in use for at least | year,

R Ak

l-hrdening 'l‘oday

By LILLIE MADSEN

Both useful as a gulde-and of
great interest fo all nature lovers
are the mimeographed nature stu-
idy pamphlet 3
prepared by Es-
ther Buckle)

ing the Silve:
Creek recreation-
al demonstra-
tiom area o
which Mr. Buck-

——

Mrs Buckle:
has done a thor-
ough job, giving Lillic Madsen
not only the mnamiuca plant
names and the common names,
but also bits of folk-lore connect-
ed with the plants themselyes. She
names those which are edible and
which the Indians and pioneers
used for other purposes as well as
those said to be poisonous. For in-
stance, the beargrass or squaw
grass (xerophyllum tenax) from
which Oregon’s natives made hats
and baskets, furnished roots which
when boiled in water were used
as soap substitutes.

Among the plants found chiefly
on House mountain and Lookout
mountain, elevations of 4000 feet,
Mrs. Buckley names the sgquaw-
grass, the edible mountain onion,
slim sclomonplume, tolmie mari-
posa (known to most of us as one
of the cat's ears), sedum spathuli-
folium, phlox gracilis, vaccinium
myrtillus (one of the red huckle-
berries) whortleberry (mountain
huckleberry), vaccinium ‘uligino-
sum (western blueberry), vaccin-
iun caespitosu, (a dark maroon-
colored berry), mountain helio-
irope, bush penstemon, Indian
paintbrush, and two of the arnicas.

Perhaps there are others, like
myself, who did not know that the
California black currant (ribes
braeteosum) could be found in this
vicinity at all. But Mrs. Buckley
lists it as one of the “finds” in the
Silver Creek area. While it resem-
bles the red currant, its flowers
are white. She doesn’t list the yel-
low flowering currant which was
so plentiful in the Great Lake
country and which some 'Oregon-
jians have told me has been seen in
the coast ranges, but which I have
failed to find, 1 have wondered if
it did not grow in the Cascades in
some areas.

Oregon tea (satureja douglassie),
Mrs. Buckley refers to as “one of
our most-loved Pacific coast herbs
for tea and sachet. The ‘Yerbs
Buena’' of California.” She tells us
that the common yarrow (achella
millifolium) was “in Sweden used
instead of hops for making beer”
and that “Indians used it for med-
icine; and placed it in salmon to
promote quick curing in drying
process.”

I was e‘;pec:ally lntcrested in

These “car doctors” can only

been having unusually perplexing
problems with their automobiles.
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HE TRUTH

ABOUT YOUR AUTOMOBILE

Realizing the My“kuﬂngihemﬂtrm:mmoners' .
hands in satisfactory operating condition, the Chevrolet Motor Division

organized a corps of trucks, loaded with mobile factory equipment for
analyzing motors and making mechanical inspections of cars and trucks
in the field. These frucks are manned by factory trained men who are
specialists in their field of inspecting motorized equipment. ‘

BRING IN YOUR CAR NOW

One of these FACTORY TRUCKS wil be in our dealership
from January 31 tfo February 4.

You are cordially invited to bring your car in for this thorough FACTORY |

INSPECTION, which is FREE and
yﬂ-tmdﬂhaﬂcummmﬂdmur.g

OBLIGATION, A complete

Apg LTS

Mrs. Buckley’s note about ﬁl yel-
low elder which she tells she found
near House mountain in 1943, She
adds that this is a rare spetiman
and that she knows of no other in
the near vicinity. I have been won-
dering about this shrub since she
first mentioned it to me some time
ago. I can find it listed in neith-
er Homer D. House’s well-known
“Wold Flowers” nor Leslie L. Has-
kin's “Wild Flowers of the Pacific
Coast.” I am wondering if per-
haps she hasn’'t found something
entirely new.

Mrs. Buckiey has also named
the deciduous and the ever.;green
trees found in her section, and lists
seven edible mushrooms and two
poisonous ones, She gives pative
materials which may be used for
basket weaving, for bows and ar-
rows, for mallet heads, wedges and
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