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' “No Favor Sways Us: No Fear Shall Awe”
From First Statesman, March 25, 1851

THE STATESMAN PUBLISHING COMPANY
CHARLES A. SPRAGUE, Editor and Publisher |
Member of the Associated Press A

The Associated Press is exclusively entitled to the use for publication of all
news dispatches credited to it or not otherwise credited in this newspaper.

| Deathbed Repentance

The severance of diplomatic relations with

f Germany and Japan by Argentina is a belated

" pécognition that its position was absolutely
untenable in this war. Oddly enough it came
at a time when the fascist clique _in Buenql
Aires had won a convert in Bolivia to their

4 anti-United States and pro-axis front in _South
! America. The refusal of other countries of

Pan-America to follow Argentina’'s lead in re-
cognizing the new Bolivian government fur-
ther accentuated the isolation of the former.
The incident, however, which resulted in the
rupture of relations with the axis came after
the announcement of the British that they had
detained an Argentine consul in Trinidad on
discovery that he was engaged in pro-German
activity. Undoubtedly the British had the goods
on him. Undoubtedly also they disclosed their
information to the Argentine government and
it was of such a serious nature that the
government had to act or face serious conse-
quences irom the allies. Even thea it must have
been a bitter dose for President Ramurez and
the colonels’ junta which has been more pro-
German than the regime it displaced a few
months ago, to sever relations with the axis.

The Germans have made Buenos Aires a hot-
bed of intrigue. It has been their one toe-hold
in this hemisphere, and from it they hoped for
a foothold and ultimately a stranglehold. They
appear to have forgotten history or else thought
history would not catch up with them. For the
activity of German agents in this country in
propaganda and espionage and sabotage in the
period before the first world war was one _de-
cisive factor leading to American intervention.
The Zimmerman note to Mexico endeavoring
the stir the Mexicans into fighting the United
States was seized and published. Von Papen’s
intrigues made him persona non grata to our
government. Germany has used Argentina even
more brazenly than the United States in 1914-16;
and has the active cooperation of powerful
elements in the government there. Evidently
some Argentine officials were deeply involved
in actual work against the allies.

It is doubtful that the leopard has changed
his spots. Until there is a complete revolution
in Argentina’s government and until the demo-
cratic elements in that country who are prob-
ably in the majority and who are positive in
sympathy with the United Nations, are put in
power Argentina will remain suspect. The
breach with Berlin and Tokyo is too much like
a deathbed repentance to be very convincing
as to its sincerity.

The ““Seattle Spirit’

The indictments of executives of the Moore-
McCormack Steamship company on charges of
rebating is an outgrowth of a situation which
developed in the northwest in 1942, but which
had been ended prior to the federal charges.
The Moore-McCormack organization held the
contract for loading and forwarding goods for
Russia. Under lend-lease this expanded to
enormous size. Acgording to waterfront gossip
in Portland approaches were made to local
dock operators for a cut-back from the fees that
were legitimate charges for handling of goods
over the docks from cars to boats. Portland op-
erators rejected the overtures, whereupon the
business was diverted from Portland to Seattle.
Portland interests then complained of the dis-
cerimination. The Moore-McCormack agent at
Portland was changed and Russian business
was handled in volume through Portland. Be-
fore this was done however Portland suffered,
and considerable inconvenience and expense
were borne by ships calling and being unable
to pick up cargo.

President Moore of the steamship company
calls the indictments an outrage and says the
contract was one with the Seattle port com-
mission which it was free to make as a sover-
eign agency. As to that the public will leave it
for the court to decide. Apparently the depart-
ment of justice believes that a port commission
acting as proprietor even though a public body,
must conform to laws against rebating.

Rebating on docks was an old practice, with
captains of ships and others having their hands
out for cuts in return for throwing business in
certain directions. The practice has generally
been outlawed by agreement among dock op-
erators and by law. Whether-or not the indiet-

_ ments hold and penalties are invoked, the fact

remains that the Seattle port commission in its
competitive zeal was willing to go back to fthe
old and nefarious practice in order to grab more
business for itself. Evidently the “Seattle spirit”
still prevails even under public ownership of
port facilities.

50-Year Reporting

The Fendleton East Oregonian editorially
expresses its pride over the frequent quotation
in other papers of items which it reprints daily
from the E-O of 50 years ago. It says that “Pen-
dleton was perhaps a little more of the real
west in those days, just as it is now, than some

of the early 1890’s was a little less e?unped
than his contemporaries so that after the lapse
of 50 years his news stories are breezy, a wel-
come change from the stereotyped rej

that now prevgils. The reporter deserves quite

as much credit as his environment.
—

The Shipworker’s Hard Hat

The bus stopped, as buses often do powadays,
at a rural crossroads some 40 miles from Port-
land. There stood two men.in the familiar “hard

; hats” of the shipworkers.

“What are people away out here in the coun-
try doing in those hats?” ‘a soldier inquired of
his seat mate. It was news to him that shipwork-
ers live in almost every square mile within a 60
mile radius of Portland. Just why the hard hats
may be a puzzle to some folk who long ago
learned to identify them with war construction
jobs and particularly shipbuilding.

The utility of the hard hat is no mystery to
George Headding. who is an instructor of train-
ees at the Puget Sound navy yard, Bremerton.
The most recent issue of Navy Yard Salute, at-
tractive tabloid devoted to the interests of navy
yard employes, carries a picture of Headding
wearing his hard hat. It's a hard-looking hat
too, cracked fore and aft with a few cracks
running otherwhere.

It seems that while working on board an un=-
named warship, Headding was struck on the
head by a cable reel weighing 1900 pounds,
which dropped from above. The text doesn't
say, but we doubt if it struck squarely; if it
had, even a hard hat wouldn't have availed
much. But at any rate Headding owes his life
to his hard hat, and is better qualified than
some other instructors to explain to trainees
graphically and convincingly, the importance
of wearing them.

The story doubtless will enlighten adequate-
ly, any layman who has been wondering, It re-
mains to be remarked that wearing the hard
hat to and from work probably isn’t necessary
at all. Off the shipyard, it's part of the ship-
worker’s identifying uniform and he—or she—
wears it proudly, which is as it should be. Every
worker should be proud of his calling. In this
case, pride is justified.

News Behind
The News

By PAUL MALLON

(Distribution by King Features Syndicate, In¢, Repro-
duction in whole or in part strictly prohibited.)’

WASHINGTON, January 26 — Mr, Willkie's
withdrawal from the California primaries was ac-
companied by a dual announcement that Goy. War-
ren is not a candidate and the state will be unin-
structed—but, around here, Warren is looked up-
on as the likely vice presidential nominee.

His state has a sizeable bloc of 50 delegates to
the nominating convention. While he has assumed
a position of complete neutrali-
ty, his friends seem geénerally
less neutral toward Willkie than
toward Dewey. |

A ticket of Dewey and War-
ren is one toward which most
of the party authorities around
here seem headed. -

The news of this California
development broke privately
first several days before pub-
Y lication, in a session of the re-
Paul Mallon publican national committee in
Chicags. There, too, the lines were drawn tighter
between Willkie and Dewey, with none of the
candidates getting much attention from the com-
mitieemen.

The Associated Press poll. showed about an equal
division of sentiment for the two leading candidates,
but the most important fact of the poll was that less
than half the committee voted.

This does not necessarily mean that half the com-
mittee is still undecided, or that it is pledged to
minor candidates. One excuse for their absence
from the results was that newsmen were unable to
locate a substantial number of the committeemen.

Especially significant was the lack of strong
party backing for either Gov. Bricker ar Gen.
MacArthur. Bricker's speeches apparently have
not roused the state leaders out in the country, and
there was no evidence of formidable organization
work in his behalf.

As a party matter, MacArthur has always been
a candidate of a few interested persons like Sen.
Vandenberg. A national publicity campaign for
him is underway, but apparently it has not had
much effect on the state leaders. '

No real test of strength was made between Dew-
ey and Willkie. The H
his threatened contest
vention site
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More -Divisions Hitler Hopes to Win With
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AInterpreting
The War News

By KIRKE L. SIMPSON Copyright 1944 by the Assoclated Press
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Despite the military and polit-
ical possibilities for the allies in
Italy, it is still in northern Russia

otdhntermhwndinglhl

has a choice of action. It can run

for it up the Italian peninsula B
- before the jaws of the allied

ergae e, g E
t.

The main defense line for the .
Italian gate to the fortress of
] liutartoi_innwdnu

6:00—Mirth and Madness,

19:15—Your Home Town News
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plans in time for submission to the
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Already the army has cancel-
led some of its college pre-flight
schools, presumably because it
has more pilois than planes to
put them in. It needs to check up
on the rest of the ASTR sched-
ules and see if they are going
to be of value in winning the

It certainly seems a mistake to

:

camp for basic training. The
house committee should probe
further into ASTP.

Fourth War.
Loan Thought
For Today

Backing the Attack

Men in action with the United
States fleet are backing the fight
they are waging with substantial

fect record
for participa-
tion in the
war bond
program is
the USS Oc¢-
eanagra-

WAR LOAN

p h er, a survey ship -

ing in the combat zones. The av-
erage allotment of the men
serving aboard this wvessel Iis
more than $21.00 monthly.

A hospital ship, the USS Try-
on, engaged in the evacuation of
wounded from the battle zones,
chalked up the record of 97 per
cent participation in the bond
drive. Again the average allot-
ment aboard the vessel exceeds
$21 per month. _

The destroyer USS Buchanan
4is the vessel whose crew is pur-
chasing bonds at the rate of $90,-
000 annually, Over 90 per cent
of her complement are enrolled
in the allotment program. The
$980,000 figure amounts to 19 per
cent of the total monthly payroll

of the men aboard the Buchan- |

an. Can you do less?

e of Cities
Hires Consultant

PORTLAND, Ore., Jan. 26 ()
The League of Oregon Cities will
employ a consultant for the next
three months to assist cities in
drafting postwar public works

where he was billeied in the
little war - wrecked Nialian
mmmm.n—gn
was abeout midnight.

“I can’t sleep,” he said. It's
that guy they have put in there
with me tomight. He snores the
loudest of any man I ever heard.
Must have adencids. Terrible
case. I've awakened him twice
but I'll' bet if ho goes back fo
sleep he shakes the whole buil-
ding again™ A

Next morning at breakfast I
asked him if he got any sleep.

“Oh sure,” he maid. “Abeui
1 o'clock when that artillery
barrage opened mwp it drownmed
omt his smoring snd I slept like
a baby.” -

WASHINGTON, Jan. 26 —P)
Wielding its - power for
the first time, the war labor board
has ordered Woodruff

of Indianapolis, secretary treasur-

N




