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*No Favor Sways Us; No Fear Shall Awe™
From First Statesman, March 28, 1851
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The Associated Press is exclusively entitied to the use for publication of all
news dispatches credited to it or not otherwise credited in this newspaper.

Up Hill, Down Hill

The government has turned the railroads
Pack to the cwners for management, and Sec’y
Stimson says the episode didn’t cost the govern-
fnent a dollar. Perhaps not; perhaps the only
ones out of pocket are the railroad presidents
who were made colonels and had to buy offi-
cers’ uniforms. But certainly the administra-
tion gained nothing in respect of the workers
or in prestige with the public. For the formula
by which the strikse were settled was a con-
cession that might as well have been made by
government before the take-over as not.

The last to hold out, the non-operating un-
fons, receive wage benefits which run to more
than government agencies had approved of, and
probably to more than the unions would have
gettled for. The mishandling of the business by
the president produces this result.

As far as the roads go, they were not under
government management long enough to Ibe
seriously crippled, save in the extra concession
on wages. That is most fortunate, because the
railroads are the domestic key to victory. On
their efficient operation depend movement of
the military forces and military supply. Their
very indispensability made a strike unthinkable.
While that fact gave the railway unions a potent
weapon which the leaders did not hesitate to
use, it should also‘have been understood and
appreciated by the agencies having to do with
determining workers' wagse.

As far as government operation of the roads
is concerned, it was just a matter of marching
the president-colonels up thé hill and then
marching them down. No blood was shed on
either side.

Bonds for Improvements \

Bill Tugman's “pay-as-you-go'' thesis gets
a shellacking in Portland, where the city com-
mission proposes to the voters a $12 million
bond issue to cover the cost of sewage disposal
for ending pollution of the Willamette river.
The city had previously voted to increase the
water bills by a third to finance the construc-

- fion required; but the council has refused to

impose mgre than a ten per cent levy, which
is wholly inadequate. The full authorized levy
may not be enough either, but it was never
imposed.

Reason given is that the city commission
doesn’'t want to slap on that tax in this election
year, when the mayor and two or three com-
missioners must go before the people, and when
Jake Bennett is prowling around looking for
political tinder he can light a match to. Re-
ferring a bond issue to the people will give the
voters the decision, and at least postpone it until
the primaries.

The sewage disposal plant is first on the
Moses list, is_the project on which the people
seem fo be most united, and is pressed by the
state sanitary authority. The only vocal ele-
ment opposing sewage disposal and the in-
crease in levy on water bills is the apartment
house association, which wants to continue to
pollute the river rather than bear a burden to
clean it up. This opposition has prevented ac-
tion toward solving Portland’s pressing prob-
lem, and now throws it back on the conven-
tional bond-and-<tax method of financing pub-
lic improvements.

Novgorod

The Russians must take real satisfaction in
Novgorod in northwest Russia,
which has been in German hands since sum-
mer of 1841. For Novgorod is one of the oldest
cities of Russia and seat of some of its earliest
development. At one time, in fact, it was a
very important center, a link in the trade be-
tween interior Russia and the orient and west-
ern Europe, one of the most important com-
mercial depots in all Europe. That was back in
the 13th and 14th centuries when Novgorod
was capital of an independent state, before Pe-
ter the Great founded St. Petersburg (Lenin-
grad). Its Kremlin dating from the 11th cen-
tury, its cathedrals and monasteries from the
14th and 15th centuries are relics of a great
past,

Now it is a city about the size of Salem, but
still a center of Russian culture and manufac-
turing. Its people are White Russians, who were

among the more progressive in pre-revolution
Russia.

The city is of limited strategic importance
now, but its repossession by the Russian armies
is like the recapture of an old shrine, full of
significance to the Russian people.

audience peek at was his

“Accident” Misnomer

Two motorists barge into an Intersection
simultaneously at speeds which do not permit
either to stop. They come to grief; property
damage, perhaps personal injury, perhaps

death. Someone turns in an official “accident™

report and the newspapers have an account of
the "accident” and someone most likely col-
lects “accident” insurance.

Was there an accident? What is an accident?
The word is derived from the Latin “accidere”
which is in turn taken from “cadere” which
means “to fall.” Webster's International dic-
tionary offers as a primary definition “an event
that takes place without one’s foresight or ex-
pectation.” By that definition, “acrident” is the
proper word. The trouble is, the popular con-
cept is of an occurrence which not only was
not, but could not be, foreseen and avoided.
This concept is supported by Funk and Wag-
nall's standard dictionary: “Anything oecurring
unexpectedly, or without known or assignable
cause.” = .

But Black’s Law dictionary makes this spe-
cific point: “In its proper use, the word ex-
cludes negligence; that is, an accident is an
event which occurs without the fault, careless-
ness, or want of proper circumspection of the
person affected . . .”

If that is correct, then ‘according to safety
engineers “accident” is the wrong word in 90
per cent of the occurrences to which it common-
ly is applied. Any motorist may reasonably
foresee the results of driving intp an intersec-
tion at such speed that he cannot stop in case
another motorist does the same. Coincidence is
a contributing factor, but then, if one drives
into intersections in that manner often enough,
there is bound to be an unfortunate coincidence.

Arthur Clayton Poe, PhD, associate profes-
sor of health and physical education at Kent
State university—but at present a lieutenant
in the navy—thinks there is real harm in apply-
ing the word “accident” to preventable mis-
haps. It affords the solace of the incorrect as-
sumption of unavoidability, he insists. As a

substitute he offers the coined word “negligent.” |,

Not much hope of its general adoption—but
even so, he “has something there,”

News Behind
The News

By PAUL MALLON

(Distribution by King Features Syndicate, In¢c. Repro-
duction in whole or in part strictly prehibited.)

WASHINGTON, Jan. 21 — The administration
seems bent on pushing this high-planed wartime
economy virtually unlowered into the peace—all
its price and wage levels and its vast production.

Vice-president Wallace, in his CIO speech, pre-
senting a new official -pattern of administration

. theories, said we must main-
tain a postwar mational income
of at least $130,000,000,000 to.pay
the interést on our war debt
through taxation, This is nearly
a third more than business men
have been planning,

: Mr. Roosevelf, in his budget
message, said the postwar inter-
est cost would run about $5,000,-
000,000, but “with a national in-

: - come of $125,000,000,000 or more,

Paul Mallon these payments need not be op-

pressive.” He took the income for granted.

The breath-taking scope of such ideas was not
evident, because they neglected to mention that
their amounts are double the pre-war year of 1938
and nearly equal to what the nation earned this
past swollen war year of 1943,

From 1938 through 1943, the national income—
whatevery man, woman and child received in
wages, salaries, dividends, etc.—ran $486,000,000,000;
$71,000,000,000; $78,000,000,000;  $95,000,000,000;
$120,000,000,000, and last pyear, $146,500,000,000.
(Latest rate figure for fourth guarter last year rose
to $153,800,000,000.)

. Amazing as the announced goal is, the govern-

ment certainly will have to hit somewhere around *

it. As Mr. Roosevelt also neglected to say, the other

running cosis of postwar government will mount

from $7,000,000,000 (non-war expenditures now)

on up to $10,000,000,000, $12,000,000,000, or even

$15,000,000,000 — so your total postwar budget

may average above $15,000,000,000 in all (without

provision for debt retirement).
will have to collect that much from the people to
keep even.

Size of this obligation is apparent when you con-
sider that the heaviest New Deal spending ran only

$100,000,000,000.
Only rabbit ear which Mr. Wallace let his CIO
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10:45—Roll Up the Rug.

EEX—BN—SATURDAY-—-119 K,

3:45—Let's Waltz,
;m—-—ﬂht’n New.
00-—Orchestra.

§5:15—EBEd Tomlinson.

§:35—Harry Wismer, Sports.
7:00—John Gunther, Commentator,
7:15—Remember,

9:00—Cowboy Hit Review,
9:30—News Headlines and High-
lights -
9 .45—Study In Blues,
10:00—-Wings to Victory. .
10:30—The et Hour,
11 :00—This ving World.
11:15~Claremont Hotel Orch.
11:45—B.N. °*

EGW—-NBC—SATURDAY—§2¢ Ke.

4:00—Dawn Patrol

8:00—-NBC.

6:30—News Parade.

7:15—News Headlines and High-
lights.

71:30—Saturday Showdown,

7:45—Sam Hayes.

8:00—Hook and Ladder Follies.

8:30—Lighted Windows.

9 00—Fet Parade.

$:15—Consumer's Time.

§:30—Atlantic Spotlight.

1:30—Doctors at War.,
2:00—Your America,
2:30—Story Behind Headlines,
2:45—Variety Show.

3 00—Vegetables for Victory,
3:15—Wings.

3:30—Curt Massey & Co.
3:45—Religion in the Newn
4:00—Dept. of State.
4:30—Noah Webster Says.
§5:00—Ovchestra,
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EKOIN——CBS-SATURDAY—-#T9 Ke.
6:00—Northwest Farm Seporter,

Pretend.
8:30—Fashions in Rations,
9:00—Theatre of Today.
9:30—Fantasy
9:45—Kid Critics,
10:00—Serenade
10:35—Air-Flo of the Air,
10:30—Aunt Jemima.
10:45—News.
11:00—Mary Lee Taylor,
11:30—Pan-America.
12:00—Country Journal.
12:30—News.

1:30—Newspaper of the Alir,
2:00—Corliss Archer.
2:30—Mother and Dad.
3:00—News.

3:15— le's Platform.

11:535—News.
12:30 to 6:00 a. m.—Music & News.

Interpreting
The War News

Copyright 1944 by the Associsted Press

By KIRKE L. SIMPSON

British elements of the Fifth
army in Italy, pushing down the
north slope of low Minturno
ridge on the left flank, have set
foot on something more immedi-
ately important to the allied
march on Rome than the classi-
cal Appian way route between
Rome and Naples.

With capture of Minturno,

Cassino-Alina lateral highway,
French units of Gen.: Mark
Clark's army are astride that
road at the shore end, and Am-

and confronting British forces.
It skirts those hills on a narrow
coastal shelf to reach the south-
ern end of the pointing marshes
at Terracina, them runs due
northeast to Rome in a virtual
straight line across the marshes,
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the team in this citizen's attack
on the enemy with your dollars?
Have you posted the red, white
and blue treasury fourth war
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Why YOU, of course. Keep
backing the attack with EXTRA
BONDS to your very limit and
you're all-AMERICAN,

z usic,
§:45—New Voices in Song.
T:00—-Church of the Afr.
71:530-Wings Over Jordan.
8:00—Warren

9:45— 3 .
] the Alr.

{llﬁ-'rnna-hﬂanﬂc Call,
1130w News Today.

134 Orch. Concert.
1:30-The Pause That Refreshes.
2:00—The Hour.
::C—Womnn from Nowhere.
3:30—America in the Alr.
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