ity of AP news service. But it for-
_bade AP members from excluding
-an applicant for membership on
.the ground of competition with a
t member.
.- “This has seemed to AP members
.and to others an unwarranted
_stretching of the anti-trust laws.
_H a newspaper were to be denied
. all press services then the cry of
.eombination in restraint might be
~mnade. Such is not #leged. A news-
paper can obtain at least one of
the three great news services. The
.fact that one may not be available
.10 it does mot prove monopoly.
.The record showed that some
.mewspapers thrive with the AP
- service; others with the UP ser-
. Wice; others have combinations of
. press reports. No proof was offered
,that a paper failed for lack of the
.AP or of one of the other press
pervices.
The Associated Press is a co-

operative whose prestige has been
.built up by performance over a
~long term of years. It operates on
the principle of exchange of news
. among members and an equitable
assessment of the cost of col-
lecting and transmitting news. To
make admission to the AP free
without the right of protest by a
competing member would mean
that the contribution (continued
on the editorial page).

British Drive
- Nazi Defenders
From Minturno

By WES GALLAGHER
ALLIED HEADQUARTERS, Al-
giers, Jan. 20.-(F)-British troops
fighting doggedly up 500 - foot
slopes rising from the historic Ap-
pian Way bave driven nazi de-
high

= Garigliano river, the

- comymand announced today, 28 a
bitter “give and take” battle raged
along s seven-mile front on the
Jinlian west coast.

The nazis said that Minturno, a
key communications center, was
lost to 1t. Gen. Mark W. Clark’s
sdvancing forces after having
been “compleétely destroyed.”

The ancient fewn, whose pre-

war population Was over 5000,
was a primary objective of the
mew allied eoffensive Iaunched

Meonday night at three poinis

across the lower Garigliane.

While the nazis conceded Min-
furmo’s fall, the allied command
announced capture of the villages
of Argento, at the mouth of the
Garigliano; Tufo, a mile north-
east of Minturno, and Suio, seven
miles up the Garigliano from the
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s sround Castel Portio, a village
about two miles from the Gar-
" 1 giliano’s western bank and six
. gailes inland, where the Germans
 have installed extensive fortificm-
. tions on high ground. British re<
o ts were pouring across
+ the river to join in the conflict,
< which was progressing in clear,
- cold water.
! German prisoners taken at the
. outset of the offensive belonged
94th- nazi division, and
they never had been in
before. They showed strain
the incessant aerial attacks
artillery bombardments they
- undergone in recent weeks.
{Turn to Page 2—Story B)
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New Georgia, Solo-

Jan. 17.~(#)—-(Delayed)-In-
weather—except over the
rget —caused allied fighier
a1 ttle superior numbers
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3 Ships

- Heaviest Raid

ADVANCED ALLIED
Guinea, Friday, Jan. 21—

lost three planes.

plane and shipping center at Ra-
baul, where allied planes from the
south Pacific command sank or
damaged eight ships Monday,
Mitchell medium bombers with
fighter escort bombed and strafed
Tobera airdrome, one of three
fields guarding the center, down-
ing 21 enemy interceptors against
a loss of two of the raiding
planes.

A B5000-ton Japanese ammuni-
tion ship received a direct hit and
blew up and a 3000-fon freighter
lina patrol planes caught a small
convey off Lorengau, on the
northeast coast of Admiralty
island, Tuesday night.

Night patrol planes operating
off Naman island, near Hansa bay
on the northeast coast of New
Guinea, sank a 3000-ion Japanese
ship.

Pilols returning from the raid
on Wewak and Boram reported

|they found “some of the enemy

pilots highly skilled and aggres-
sive,” a headquarters spokesman
said. He emphasized that the na-
ture of enemy air action against
allied planes indicated that the
enemy air force still hag much of
its first team in combat.

New Burma

Front Opened

NEW DELHI, Jan, 20.—(/)-Al-
lied ground forces, moving up be-
hind heavy assaults by strong
forces of American heavy and
medium bombers, have opened a
new north Burma land front in
attacks on Japanese positions in
the Chindwin area.

In amnouncing the attacks,
launched Tuesday, today's allied
East Asia headguarters commun-
ique said only that “Some pro-
gress was made.”

The Japanese positions, in the
Kyankchaw area 18 miles south-
east of Tamy on the western bor-
der, lie more than 200 miles be-
Jow the Hukawng valley area
where American-trained Chinese
troops are driving eastward along
the route of the new Ledo road to
China.

33 Jap P).faes,

Against Wewak and Boram;
133 Tons Explosives Dropped

By Robert Eanson

down 33 Japanese planes and sank three enemy supply
ships toialing 10,000 tons in blows ranging from We-
wak, New Guinea, to Rabaul, New Britain, Gen. Doug-
las MacArthur’s headquarters reported today.

The heaviest raid was on the airdromes, supply
dumps and antiaireraft positions at Wewak and neigh-
boring Boram. Fifty Liberator heavy bombers hit Bo-
ram with 133 tone of explosives, without interception
Wednesday, the day before more than 100 escorting
fighters shot down 12 planes for sure and probably
two more from the 50.to 60 Japanese interceptors that
rose to challenge-the attackers over Wewak. The allies

Hitting again at the enemy <

| about Wendell Willkie brought the

Lost

Launched

HEADQUARTERS, New
(AP)—Allied airmen shot

Spar:ks Points
To “Alamo’ in
Letter Probe

WASHINGTON, Jan. 20-(#)-C.
Nelson Sparks, whose writings

“Hopkins letier” mystery to na-
uo:rl attention, suggested tonight
tha

said word “Alamo” was
the answer to a riddle which grew
around these circumstances:
Sparks wrote a book in which
he guoted an alleged letter from
Harry Hopkins, prinecipal adviser
to Presidetn Roosevelt, o Dr. Um-
phrey Lee of Texas. The letter,
on White House stationery, said
Willkie wonld win the republican |
nomination again. Critics of Will-
kiedatl;d; the administration have
said letter Hopkins
desired Willkie to be the repub-
lican nominee.
The letter started with a ques-
tion about what had been done in
the “Alamo” matter. Hopkins said

said he never recgived it. Hopkins
asked for a grand jury probe. Sen.
Langer (R-ND) theén named
George Briggs, 55-year-old assist-
ant 1o Interior Secpetary Ickes, as
the man who turned up the letter
for Sparks. Briggs was suspended
without pay.

Sén. Langer says the word

“Alamo” 'was code to mean an ad-
ministration move to back Dr. Lee
for the US senate against Sen.
Connally (D-Tex.)
. Sparks said Hopkins, Lee and
Ickes, “should all be gquestioned
closely as to the meaning of the
‘word ‘Alamo’ appearing in the
Hopkins letter.” "

He said he deleted it from the
lettér, as published in his book
“at the urgent request of Ickes,
conveyed to me by a letter from
Briggs at the moment before pub-
lication.”

This word,” said Sparks, “in
itself may furmnish the key to the
frantic attempt on the part of
these men to disown any connec-
tion with the letter and any

knowledge of it.”

Carl A. Porter Promoted
To Warners Non

muma'&-uh.

an investigating grand jury

the letter was a forgery: Dr. Lee | ;

Starlet, Listed
For Bond Show

Lest some of Salem’s bond-buy-
ing admirers of movie stars die
fromm pent-up curiosity, it is here
and now announced that the vi-

1/¢ J. J. Roybol of the
There's also a male movie
coming; his identity will be dis-
closed today.

The cavalry band directed

Soviets

Capture -

Novgorod
Tfap Germans

In Strelna
Corridor

By JAMES M. LONG

LONDON, Friday, Jan. 21(#
The red army toppled the an-
cient bastion of Novgored yes-
terday on the 60th day of a
northern offensive which has
cost the Germans 44,000 men,
and also trapped an undeter-
mined number of nazi troops
in the Strelne corridor south-
west of Leningrad, a Moscow bul-
letin announced today.
" Gen. K. A. Meretskov's armies
of the Volkhov front captured
Novgorod, 100 miles southeast of
Leningrad on the road to southern
Estonia, by .an action officially
described as a “skillful outflank-
ing maneuver.” Premier Marshal
Stalin saluted the importiant vie-
tory with an order of the day last
night. :

On the Leningrad front other
armies under Gen. Leonid A. Gov-
orov, attacking southwest of Len-
ingrad and southeast of Cranien-

(Turn to Page 2—Story F)

AFL Couneil
Sets Monday
To Study UMW

it

Ralph Johnson
Wins Honor
For 1943

Ralph W. Johnson, 33, assistant
manager of the Salem division of
the Portland General Electric
company and active civie worker,
is Salem’s first junior citizen for
1943, The honor was accorded him
Thursday night at the annual jun-
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LONDON,

November 18, 1943.

German authorities had expected
major bomber formations would

ackack defenses were effective fo
the fullest extent from the start.™
its claims early,

l
!

5
s

Friday, Jan. 21—(AP)—Roeo v
foree night bombers hammered Berlin last night, it w
"_gfﬁeh.lly announced early today, in the 11th n
attack on the greatest of German targets since th
termination campaign against the reich eapital be

The German udiouidtbat}lﬁbo-bucwﬁf ”
down—a statement which was neot 2 &

The attack, in which a heavy force of C

bomlper- participated, added to approximately
(long) tons of bombs previously dropped

make an attack and as a result the
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