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<1 What Percentage Delinquency?

g N& one said a word for a full minute.
' " Older folks ought not attend the “young
2 people’s meeting” anyway—except the pastor
and his wife, who know when to talk and when
to let the youngsters proceed on their own, and
what not to say under any circumstances. Btilt
in some churches the oldsters do attend and air
their views, which has a stifling effect on gouth.
On this occasion there was a serious dur:l.u-
sion of morals, and the woman well past mid-
dle age had turned loose this bombshell:
“I've heard it said that 80 per cent of the
married women in this town are prostitutes.”

That wasn’t Salem, nor did it occur recently.
But nov there is a lot of discussion; nationally
and locally, of juvenile delinquency. Some ex-
tremely dark pictures have been painted, no
doubt to good purpose. Delinquency has in-
creased: in some localities multiplied. The pub-

as lic needs to know what goes on. This sort of
publicity serves two purposes. Individual sets
of parents may be warned to look after their
own: and collectively, the public will be better
disposed to support the programs devised to

= combat delinquency.

Yet if the picture is distorted, serious dam-
age may result. The well-intentioned woman’s
remark quoted above, had it gone unchallenged,
would have done harm. It would have suggested
to the young people that the moral code to
which they subscribed was not, after all, the
code of society in general; that outside of their
own group—and even perhaps within it, for all
they knew—there existed no moral code what-
ever!

From all the publicity concerning juvenile
delinguency, young folk who read the papers
and magazines may get a similar impression.
They may conclude that morality is something
that had meaning for past generations but that
today “anything goes.”

What are the facts about the incidence of
juvenile delinquency? There actually are no
complete statistics; agencies gathering such fig-
uires have them only from certain juvenile
courts, chiefly in larger cities, covering only
about 40 per cent of the nation's population.
And the 1943 figures are not yet available.

For 1940 there were some 64,000 cases, for
1942 74,000, a gain of 16 per cent; cases involv-
ing boys increased 11 per cent, girls 38 per cent.
In normal times, there are about five times as
many boys as girls coming into juvenile courts.
It should be understood that “juveniles” are
ages 7 to 15.

Supposing there were 100,000 cases in 19843,
There are more than 20,000,000 “juveniles” in
the United States. What's the percentage?
One-half of one per cent. But that's probably
high, for it happens that there are accurate and
up-to-date statistics for New York city, which
fsn't supposed to be an outstandingly good en-
vironment for children. There are 916,000 “ju-
veniles” in greater New York, and recent fig-
ures indicated 3560 delinquents, which figures
out less than .4 of one per cent.

Furthermore “delinquency” covers a multi-
tude of sins, some of them quite minor. A high
percentage involve “disobeying parents” or
“running away.” The percentage of serious of-
fenses is much lower. Figures recently released
mentioned, for the entire nation, the arrests
of 9000 girls in a 12-monts period. Those fig-
ures apparently run up to age 19, and indicate
a sharp increase from normal times; there were
3864 such arrests in 1933. But, though the
figure of 9000 arrests looks big, out of twelve

i million girls what's the percentage? Less than
i D8 of one per cent, or one out of 133,333.

; The kids, we suspect, in spite of a certain

~ amount of neglect and the shattering of ancient
taboos, still stack up somewhat better than
their elders in the mlttei_of behavior!

Breaking a Record

If the molders and- foundrymen in Portland
go on strike it will be the first real wartime
strike in Oregon. In this state labor has kept
the no-strike pledge with remarkable fidelity.

¢ This strike, announced for this morning, fol-
lows the pattern laid down in the Smith-Con-
nally law; but it can hardly be said whether
without the law the strike would or would not
have occurred. Portland foundrymen voted
against striking, but were outvoted by the Se-
attle union.

The strike is in protest against a declaration
of the war labor board refusing to grant a wage
increase to journeymen molders. A three-man
panel heard the case and granted an increase
to foundry workers but denied one to molders
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the workgrs. In striking they cannot say their
~wage is inadequate to provide a decent standard
of living; nor can .they say their case has not
been fairly heard. It would be a serious handi-

to produce Varga’'s pictures, it has some very
clever men with the artist’s pencil and brush,
80 without the rule there was always the temp-
tation to sketch pin-up girls for Barracks boys.

The _author of the rule, which appears in a
war department guids, was not without a sense
of humor; because he justified the rule by say-
ing that the “general subject is already so
handsomely exploited by civilian periodicals
that for the army to enter the competition would
be like carrying coals to Newcastle.”

But if Esquire's lights go out as ordered the
last of February would the army papers run
into the civilian competition? Even Life may
have to lower the angle of its can-can dancers
legs and put ruffles on its pictures of statues.

One thing is true about this Anthony Com-
stock business: once it starts there’s no telling
where it will stop. Pictorial reform has reached
the army,

Picking the Team

The naming of Gen. Omar N. Bradley as com-
mander of American ground forces for the open-
ing of the second front just about completes
the organization of high command for this as-
sault. Gen. Bradley served under Gen. Eisen-
hower in Tunisia, so he has had combat exper-
ience against the Germans in this war. The two
have worked together which is a definite ad-
vantage to both men. In fact, General “Tke” has
drawn heavily on his former associates in North
Africa in picking the team of officers for the
invasion.

Another item of war news yesterday was the
statement of Gen. Sir Henry Maitland Wilson,
who has taken over the Mediterranean command
to succeed Eisenhower. He hinted at an attack
on southern France simultaneously with the
frontal attack on the continent and referred
to Balkan countries as the “weakest link.”
Clearly he was just rasping the nerves of the
Germans. Hitler was a past master at this in
pre-war days, keeping the little and big coun-
tries of Europe dancing on a hot plate every
time he made a speech. The war of nerves is
not decisive, though. Everitually the shooting has
to start; and evidently “it won't be long now”
until it does, in France.

News Behind
The News

By PAUL MALLON

(Distributed by Kin Feoatures ndicate, h
mt;ction in whole or in mgyltri:tll; :::-

WASHINGTON, January 17—Only people freely
speaking their minds these days on the issues
of the day are the men at the front, or just back.

Although they are millions strong, and will be
the prevailing influence on the country in pestwar,
their views are seldom publicly
reported. You can find out what
they think only by talking with
those home on leave or reading
their letters to their families.

Their common line of thought
(as far as I have been able to
judge in conversations) is fair-
ly accurately presented in a
letter from an army captlain,
received by his father, a' news-
. paper editor. His views seem

Panl Malion an average of men who have
rubbed shoulders with allies and matched fists

, With enemies to achieve a better, realistic under-

standing of both, as follows:

“Things look different out here, (southwest Pa-
cific) and there is plenty of time to reflect on past
life because life out here is so primitive, so basic,
stripped of all luxuries and niceties that as Ameri-
can kids we took for granted as part of our country.
But now that we are giving, we have gained a
much finer perceptive—a finer appreciation.

“And I for one do not desire to quit until we've
wiped out-—not just beat down to an unconditional
surrender—but wiped out the youth of Japan and
Germany and Italy. For if we do not, we shall have
children who will, in 25 years, have to fight the
children growing up in those countries now—with
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warped minds.

“But will America get soft’ I believe she is yet,
and ;vil.lug;l) u:y on thc;n. I suppose the American
people s refuse to face imperialism. But they
damn sight better learn quick.

“English mandates are being handed back on a
silver platter out here 1o the English governor
as he moves in again—islands practically bathed

In'terpretlng
The War News

By KIRKE L. SIMPSON  Copyright 1844 by the Asmotiated Press

In marines’ blood. There Is one I can think of at
present, and back to dear old England it goes.
“This all may sound pretty blood-thirsty to the
average civilian very comfortable and safe in an
easy chair in a carpeted home. Changed? No, 1
haven't changed at all. I always thought

A new Russian break-through spctor. Geéerman evacuation of
to cut the Leningrad-Odessa all northwestern -~ Russia to
railroad north of Novosokolniki match the retreat frem the
Ukraine and White Russia to

south of Lake Peipus for all
German forces on the Lenin-

which Berlin estimates is backed
by at least 1,000,000 fresh Rus-
sién troops, suggests that an at-
tempt 1o roll up the nazi Baltic
south of the tremendous marsh-

the nazi defense line*
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