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. Bﬁsinm and War Profits

Jack & Heintz, the pair of smart boys wheo

. paid. their secretaries fantastic bonuses out of

war profits, warn that their plant, which is
producing essential war goods, may be forced
to close if the war department insists on pay-
ment of excess profits of $1,750,000. Under-

‘secretary of War Patterson says the company
made profits of many times its capital invest-
: ment, in one year, or 35¢ on the dollar of sales.

Even as they are clever in production methods
and good ta their help they shouldn't be per-
mitted to extract such extortionate profits out
of the war. For them to close shop because their
profits are cut to nothing is nothing but. de-
sertion in time of war.

The fact is that business is doing pretty wrell
by itself in this war. Profits are not mounting

"to the huge levels of the first world war, but

business men have safeguarded their interests
all along the line. They required contracts be-
fore converting, and insisted on protection on
wage costs. The burden of taxes is for excess
profits (war profits) and even then there s
provision for a postwar rebate under certain
conditions. |

The Christian Science Monitor, after noting
the list of corporations reported by Sen. Waish
of Massachusetts as making enormous war pro-
fits: “What has happened to all the fine deter-
mination of the middle 1920's and the '30’s to
‘Take the Profits out of War’?” That has gone
with the wind, because of war necessity. Goods
must be produced and that means that business
men as well as workers must be satisfied with
monetary compensation to get them to produce.
If a box score could be kept business would
show no better record of “holding the line”
than labor.

The law for renegotiation of profits should
not be weakened. In spite of all the complaining
the army and navy have been very considerate
in applying the law. Business itself should ac-
cept renegotiation in its own protection lest
future disclosures of profits react to its own
injury. When men come back from the wars
they may have something to say about war pro-
fiteers as well as striking labor unions.

Food Stamp Plan

The food stamp plan which is being talked
about in congress has a republican leadership:
Sen. Aiken of Vermont and Rep. Christian
Herter of Massachusetts. (Mrs. Herter by the
way is a, granddaughter of the Oregon pioneer
William 8. Ladd). It was their answer to the
administfation proposal for subsidies and agri-
culture’s demand for higher prices. Under their
plan the people who were caught by the rising

- tide of prices without compensating gain in

incomes would get food stamps such as were
issued to dispose of surplus commodities in de-
pression days to needy families. Sen. Aiken
also recommends the plan in order to protect
low-income groups from actual want.

The estimate of persons who require such
aid is 16,000,000, and Sen. Aiken reports there
are 60,000,000 who would be eligible for aid.
This latter figure seems preposterous—it is
about half the population. Considering that the
national income is about three times what it
was, with enormous increases going to the many
in the low wage classifications it is impossible
to believe there are 60,000,000 people eligible
for gratuities.

The cost of the food stamp plan is estimated
at one billion dollars a year, which makes it
more costly than the subsidy program. It would
however mean that the government aid would
go to those in need and not merely augment
profits of producers and processors who are
already prospering.

We are.of the opinion that the need for sub-
sidies and aids is greatly exaggerated, but it is
significant that the Aiken-Herter proposal is
the only one which would extend aid to those
and only those who can prove their need. That
republicans from New England propose it shows
what chance there would be to repeal the new
deal's “social gains” even under a republican
administration.
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 War Debt and Assets

Writes Frank Jenkins in his Klamath Falls

Herald & News: I

This is the situation we will face when the
war ends:
WewiﬂbeBROK!.Ourdtbtwﬂlmmyap-
proach the current cash value of our assets.
But don’'t let that scare you.

puuedoutotitinnmpridndyimﬁm,
winding up better off than he was before.
By HARD WORK and Careful spending.
L - -
That's how we can pull cut—and it's about
the only way.
The thing for us o do is to realize now that

Sales of County Lands

Marion county reports the sale of $35000
worth of county-owned property in 1943. Fol-
lowing similar or even greater sales in recent
yvears this pretty well cleans up the county’s
holdings of property taken over for tax delin-
quency. A few city lots in Salem and other
towns of the county, and a few marginal tracts
of farm land are about all that is left now.
However each tax foreclosure adds some more
properties that have to be disposed of.

The same experience is noted in other coun-
ties. Coos county for examplé realized $83,000
from sales of county lands, and Lincoln $106,-
000 in 1943. The counties have developed sys-
tems of handling property acquired for tax
delinquency, no longer just letting the land lit
until a buyer shows up. Here the county has em-
ployed H. William Thielsen and kept him in
charge of its real estate department. He ap-
praises the lands and endeavors to find pur-

chasers. Properties go at fifures near their real

worth, and as a rule the county realizes its tax
equity plus expense.

In the depth of the depression there were
fears that counties would be 30 burdened with
tax delinquency they would hardly work out
In every case in Oregon that has not been true.
While counties do carry large acreages of cut-
over lands the plans that have been worked
out will eventually convert these lands into
substantial assets. The other holdings of city
and farm property are steadily working back
in private ownership. There are cycles in land
ownership as in general business, though land
values are usually more permanent than other
forms of wealth. In periods of depression land
values shrink, tax foreclosures follow. In per-
fods of prosperity values return. Large dealers
in land mortgages know if they can wait out
the storm they will get their money out even
after foreclosures. The counties whose tax claim
has first priority have even better chance to
make collections because taxes do not accrue
while the county holds title.

This discussion adds up to this: there is a
reason for property taxation: the values are
there and ultimately collection will be realized.

Patrol torpedo boats have been busy sinking
Jap evacuation barges off New Guinea. That's
even better than sinking inwvasion barges. It
Ma the Japs are running away rather than
coming on.

e ——
Number of deaths reported in over two years

of the war total 32,017 killed, That is less than

the annual toll of automobile fatalities in this
countiry. The auto retains its rank as No. 1 killer.

News Behind
The News

By PAUL MALLON
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WASHINGTON, Januaiy 15— The person who
humuchtoblamutludchnquentplmtfor
Juvenile delinquency is the widespread fool—male
or female—who thinks disciplining of the young
is reactionary victorianism or old fogeyism.

This is the one who furnishes the necessary ex-
cuse for both the delinguent
mother and child, corrupts our
satisfactory average.

No psychiatrist or philoso-
pher in all bistory ever has said
an adolescent should be al-
lowed to express himself free-
ly without .discipline.

Where these foolish people
get mixed up is that they do not
understand the difference be-

tween discipline and punigh-

Mthenwouldblnommforptmhhmt.
Nor does punishment mean that every little
Joe Doakes should be taken out to the woodshed
every hour om the hour—or perhaps at all. Pun-
ishment must be intelligent.
That is all modern mental science teaches, as

I get_ it. It is truly old-fogeyism, it is worse, it is

Punishment should differ a§ widely as person-
alities differ. It must only be effective—that is,
corrective. e L -
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(Continued trom Page 1)

study of them and his conclu-
sions are published in a bulletin
of the American Geological So-
ciety. He has also given addres-
ses on the subject before groups
interestied in geology.

Dr. Allison found that these >
erratics were similar to rocks =

of northeastern Washington; al-
so that “numerous -
ratics of eyvem

present along the middle regches

waters
to lower levels where the ice
melted and the silt and rock
were deposited. There have been
a series of floods when waters
impounded behind the Colum-
bia gorge by ice-dams broke
through and surged into the
country below. To quote:
“Apparently, flood waters,
thus. dammed wup' in Columbia
river gorges to depths of 50 to
Mfutormore.pouredoutoq-
casionally in sufficient volume
to sweep across the Portland
gravels and to rush back inte
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Willamette valley through -the
gaps at Oswego and Oregon City,
cartying gravel, sand, silt and
icebergs along with them. This
enfrance into Willamette val-
ley was facilitated by the slope.
the Portland gravels adjacent to
the Columbia river lying mostly
200 to 300 feet above sea level,
whereas the Willamette valley ™
floor had been aggraded oaly
to about 200 feet above sea lev-
el near McMinnville, 25 miles

southwest. -
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