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! | The President’s Message
F Most of the comments on the president’s
i message to congress relate to his recommenda-
3 tion of a national service law, which is another
i term for conscription of labor. It is based on
i the theory of university service and democratic
sacrifice in wartime. But while this recom
mendation draws the most attention because
would affect intimately the lives. of thousands
of citizens, it is quite improbable that
measure will be passed. At a time when the
'pmbiemofhhorsupplyhubeenmintho
areas of greatest need, and when
of war industry are starting which release
workers for other employment it will not
pouibletoeonvinenmntth.mm
: of the necessity for such an emactment now.
' The truth is that the president picked this
up only when ﬂ:e_hbui.-nmtaolwt.
He first proposed it as an antidote to the Smith-
Connally bill last summer. He now revives it
. after his unfortunate experience with coal,
railway and steel unions. The president in re-
commending the act says that it will prevent
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| In a time of grave national danger universal
| labor service may be necessary, along with uni-
: versal conscription for military duty, but our
immediate danger has eased since December 7,
1941. Our production has reached or exceeded
the set goals so there is no apparent need for
forcibly shifting workers in their employment.
Why then a hational service act now, unless as
a device 10 head off strikes? Used for that end
would not our national service fail to gain wide-
spread popular approval as the response of the
people to a great and pressing danger? Would
it not partake rather of a penal nature and be
applied largely to force people to stay on their
jobs? If that is what it would mean why not
attempt direct legislation against work stop-
page?

The labor difficulties have been in consider-
able measure the result of conflicts in authority
among the several federal agencies, and the
overriding of decisions of responsible agencies
by the pregident himself, either directly or
indirectly. The resuits are deplorable. Labor it-
pelf feels aggrieved at its treatment; the public
is scornful of the stability of administrative bo-
dies in critical periods. To enact a national ser-
vice law however would not erase the frictions
over wages; and its administration would ne-
cessitate another . huge bureaucracy.

“The president will have to meet the labor
issues head on now, and not dispose of them
by the device of a national service law.

Other specific recommendations of the pre-
sident are:

1. A realistic tax law—which will tax all un-
reasonable profits, both individual and corpor-
ate, and reduce the ultimate cost of the war
to our sons and daughters. The tax bill now un-
dgr consideration by the congress does not
begin fo meet this test.

2. A continuation of the law for the renego-
tiation of war contracts—which will prevent
exorbitant profits and assure fair prices to the
government. For two long years I have pleaded
with the congress to take undue profits ou
of war. ] :

3. A cost of food law—which will enable the
government (a) to place a reasonable floor
under the prices the farmer may expect for his

3 production; and (b) to place a ceiling on the
q prices a consumer will have to pay for the food
he buys. This should apply to necessities only,
and will reguire public funds to carry out. It
will cost in appropriations about 1 per cent of
the present annual cost of the war.
. ‘4. Early re-enactment of the stabilization sta-
tute of October, 1942. This expires June 30,
1944, and if not extended well in advance,
«the country might just as well expect price
chaos by summer,
The country will go along on efforts to take
undue profits out of war. The pending tax bill
~ weakens the basis of renegotiation of contracts
and will prevent the recapture of excessive
profits. But the general burden of income taxa-
tion is just about heavy enough, with the only
G productive source remaining a general sales
hat] or spendings tax. - ;

Whether in his “cost of food” law the presi-
dent proposes a new plan to sustain production
and restrain consumer prices or merely wants
to see the subsidy provisions continyed is hard-
Iy clear. The objective is meritorious, it's the
details that are controversial,
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B Once again the president left the people
b 1 quite in the dark as to what happened at Tehe-
e ran. His address on Christmas eve said he would
| = give a fuller report to congress, but the presi-
dent discloses little factual information as to
what transpired there. He assures us that while
military engagemenis were made for prose-
cuting the war, “there were no secret treaties
or ppli -or financial commitments.” He re-
ports that all the principals consulted at Cairo
and Teheran were agreed on the desire for se-

§ . dently these subjects remain for later deter-
e Lt | |

i

so reduced the loss ratio. Without doubt com-
manders and fliers will profit by this exper-
ience. In fact there is an intimation in the news
that the Germans were tricked into revealing
their new system of defense. If that is true
Tuesday's loss may teach lessons that will save
many planes in the collision of aerial fleets in
the coming invasion.

This fact stands out, however, that we must
press the war to a decision. Time is not a one-
way street. The Germans are using it to perfect
their defenses just as the allies are using it to
polish up their plans for the great offensive.
While we should not be premature in our at-
tack, neither should we be tardy. Too late is
as dangerous in war as too soon.

——
—

Gov. Wills of Vermont is afraid the pro-
fessional politicians in killing off the Willkie
nomination for the presidency may cause the
republican party to commit suicide. But does
he expect the professional politicians to let him
get uway with it and commit suicide them-
selves? A lot of them would prefer party de-
feat to success-with-Willkie.

News Behind
The News

By PAUL MALLON

by Features Syndicate, Ims.
w = -':f. or In part stirictly pro-

WASHINGTON, January 12—In and out of con-
gress, the reaction to Mr. Roosévelt's many-sided
new legislative program sounded partisanly squeaky
or devastatingly quiet.

This was almost necessarily s0. The ideas them-
selves defied straight comment
or analytical gifting.

For Instance, the president
proposes to get the power to
draft people into industry in
order to pregvent sirikes. But
there already is a law sup-
posed to prevent strikes direct-
iy, the Smith - Connally act,
providing a cooling - off per-
iod, government seizure and
penalties. (Union leaders shout-

Paul Mallén ed a few months back this was
fascist robbery of their right to strike.) Mr. Roose-
velt does not propose to amend that or make it
stronger.

This new law which he now wants is not one
to draft strikers into the army or make them work,
but to allow him to draft everyone, women (18 to
50) as well as men (18 to 65) into any work he
chooses by proclamation. Thus the proposition is to
punish all for the sins of the labor unions.

Then again, this Austin-Wadsworth bill was pro-
posed a few years ago strictly as & manpower short-
age measure. But the president did not mention a
manpower shortage as a justification for attempt-
ing to revive it

"His manpowerist McNutt testified to congress on
draft-fathers some months ago that he expected o
be “over the hump”™ on the thén crucial problem
by the end of last year. Senate Committee Chair-
man Truman said only a few days ago he expected
the opposite condition—unemployment—to develop
before the end of 1844. . ;

At any rate, manpower necessities have been get-
ting less and less government publicity since the
draft threat was used so effectively to crowd peo-
ple into defense industries and other related steps
developed and the president did not seek to justify
his draft extremity on that ground.

But even more perplexing, he tied his appeal
for #his measure to a condition that congress do all
dmﬂ=otbattﬁnpwdntor¢ethhm—
mendation, and some of these conditions they will
never fulfill.

The senate practically rejected immediately his
first condition—a tax bill five times as big as the
one it will pass. ' '

So what he proposed cannot be enacted, and the
whole thesis he advanced therefore fails, as he knew
it must fall when he chose the words of his re-
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Greedy Little Goldilocks
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Today’s Radio Programs

Ey
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ESLM-—THURSDAY—I138 Es. 18:4—The %
7 99—News. 11 90—-Young Dr.
Y9 —Marion County Farmn & Home 1i1: Jordan
11:30—We Love and Learn.
7:15—Rise ‘n" Shine. 11 45—New.J
7:30—News, 12 90— Neighbors.
:ﬂ-—-:m ‘l::’—l flha Winter, News.
i m »
lm .. l}'—m Children.
8:1 from Hunzer DO-— A
8:30—Tange Time. o 135 —According te the Record
#:00—Pastor’s Calls 1:33—Tales from Near and Fax
9:15—It's the Truth. b E Martin,
9:30—Cliff 2:15—N per of the Alr.
9:45—Orchestra 2 Women.
::.—-n-. :ﬂ—!';::
W—A and Dance 15—8! Traffic.
ews. 330—Jeri Sullivan, Songs,

11:03—Symphonic Swing. of Today.
11:30—-Hits of Y 4:15—Bob Anderson, News
12 09—0On 4:3—Tracer «+f Lost Persons,
12:15—News. 435—Tracer of Lost Persons.
#m :’-—Gﬁu
I5—Mid-day : Gang.
1 9—Lum and Abuer lm Flannery, News
lw Orchestra. 5 45— News
: Rhythm. :-.-u-sor Bowes.
b & on e
e o €:30—Dinah Shore.
2:15—0US Army 7:00—The First Line
2:30—Keystone q'uru. 7:30—Here's to Lomance.
I:B—W agom. $.00—1 Love a Myste
3:00—KSLM Hour 8: Orchestra.
:Hanm String Orchestra. :m pl » of
(A8—News. 58—Joseph C. “Memory
4:30—Teatime Tunes the News."
$:00—Charles Magmante. 9 :00—Music
5:15—Let's 9:3—Dance Band.
B . 1099—Five Star Finat
6:00—Tonight's Headlines, 10:15—Wartime Women.
§:15—War # 10 :20—Horace
: ll?,Mltl About Dogs
- H 3 a.
700-—News in Brief It
T95—Henry King's Orchesira. 1130—Manny Strand .
7:30—Keystone Karavan 11:45—Air-FLO of the Alr
3:00—War Fronts in Review. 1155 —_News.

12:00—Serenade
12:30-6:00 a.m.—Music and News.

:Ios—po vs. Hitler.
00—, EEX—SN—THURSDAY-—1100 Ke.
§:15—0Orchestra.

¢ 6:00—Musical Clock. :
l:;““"w B's "I""“.“' Lines. :rll—l;nnnm Farm & Home
10:30—News 7:00—Home Harmonles. |

A :g—_—m o' the Morning.

EKEOIN—CEBS—THURSDAY—458 Ks. = News !
6-00—Northwest Farm Reporter. e mgg S gt~
6:20—Texas Rangers. |
6:45—Koin Klock 9:00—-My True 2
T:0—Aunt Jemima. 9:30—Breakiast at ¥
7:15—News. W—News. e
7:30_News. 19:15—Sweet River.

7:45— Nelson 10:30—Christian Sciesce Program
- e o S ﬂ=:=h.m‘
lt‘ Valiant Lady. '" T Myst Chet
:H-t J i’n-a--ua- Be Seated,
900—Kate Smith Spesks 12:00—Songs. by Mortoa :
=;|,|_“ mﬂ 12:15—News Headlines m

39— Romance Helen Tremt lights

8:46—Our Gal 12:30—Sergeant Toley and Glenn.
1080—Life Can Be Besutiful 12 :456—News !
19:15—Ma Perkins. 1 $98—RBlue Newmrcom Review
10:30—Bernadine Fiyna, 290—What's Deing. Ladies

Interpreting ,
The War News 3

By KIRKE L. SIMPSON Copyright 1946 by the Associated Press

bombers on nazi fighter assem- any extensive nazi afr action.
bly plants which led to what The grealest land battle of the
Berlin terms the greatest air war is being fought in Russia
battle of the war, there are sev- by German forces reeling under
eral conclusions of major sig- massive Russian blows without
nificance fo be drawn from the any substantial benefit of the
results. : - .~ once boasted
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4:00—News. south Pacific fleet made that abun-
:_ﬂ-—-n--nlln-t- dantly clear here with a press
$ 90— Tetry and the Piates conference plea: “And don’t let
s i e B e e e
$:30—Jack you
$:45—Captain place that has got to be taken, and
:H—. - that's Tokyo.” - e
c:--a—m.' - The 61-year-old admiral warned
1:90—Raymond Gram Swing. against peace moments again in
e Rl reply to inquiries about the appar-
'l:-—mﬁ:‘g“‘- F ent reluctance of the Japanese
8:30—Star for a Night fleet to meet American forces Ina
SRR et Tol s S Co SeE
1180 —Concert 3 ax: |
EGW—-NBC—THURSDAY—$0 Ea :hﬂrmm
4:00—Dawn Patrel ;
S5—Labor News. I hope no one will permit.” , =
R oo e There s plenty of sirengih. to
o:—l*.-.: News, ; line: |carty the on to the enemy’s
7B Nows “hediince © “Discount s 15 per cemt; |NOMeland, Halsey said, and move-
5 s o Pm et A Bepaiie 6. 09Dy e ::::-;::;&i“m’
:Hn-a?nﬂm ‘h:u;.‘w‘ of a fleet anywhere else. -
e RO Do There alker plan, sim-| = «we have definite supériority in
900 Words and Musie, ple and effective. And state leg- ﬂnd:,uﬁcm-dlnh-lhn-
o:ns—m-n%:-. islators get $8'a day for 50 days! | .oy wherever we are,” he says.
10:45—Art Baker's Notebook. lem is far more complicated ing and hitting him (the
11:00—The Lignt. than the tax problem of the state contlduo:ﬂrhﬂﬂm
umum of Oregon; but why did the con-{ je' mm*d. .
11 o Homa. gress evolve such a mathemati- . s
12:00—Women of America. biow is coming. He'll get set one
12:15—Ma Perkins cal headache for busy citizens? |pjace and we'll hit him in an-
BEERES D e |
1 t; sooner the uhh:. [ 205
1:W—-Young Widder income tax system the sooner it{ geriously—in the battling thus far,
wrill public favor. _AY'S ot -
15— Portia ¥ gain . and that the enemy's merchant
Oy Meantime in Oregon the o ey e
3 5& criticlsm of the Walker result of daring sub-
3:15—Vie_and that the discount is too o)
‘:i—hm-q-r the principle is sound: it tinued in reply to a
S o s Wertd ures the income fax levy by the the Japanese still oould
4:3—-'-&.“ sums needed t0 meet the needs, large encugh for a
T i . AND NO MORE. Certainly with the American
590—OK for Release. state legislators deserve the Pacific which “very
IMG--M. - ias for evolving a plan is anxious for a show
gﬁnm_ oo A i 68 eists, Halsey e ek
o ! y exists, said, of
gw Costelle. Taxpayers will appreciate efforts to overcome
ISR o Teown vl e ity
%’ﬂ. et federal forms. | n “which we hope and
9:00—Aldrich Famuly. not going too well™
lgm—-qﬂ r
1045 Veiee of A Nation? f Mo'qm S |
u"—“ Blltmore m < v H k- ._b_ -1,, - i
11 8- Bewe. &e . PENDLETON, Ore., Jan. 12 (@) .
11:45—News. ’ A wild cow escapee from
to the rescue

fEq




