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This “quit” business is nothing new in the
war industries. They have been plagued with
it from the beginning. Costly “turnover” re-
quiring the training of new workers has been
one of their major worries. They have handled
workers with kid gloves, babied and coddled
them, provided free transportation, iree day
nurseries for their young children, free en-
tertainment; all this on top of wages much
higher than most of these workers ever had
earned before. Still they quit.

‘But it became worse just about the time of
the Sicily invasion. Firm in their belief that
“# can't last,” they began quitting in greater
numbers at the first occurrence they might
interpret as a sign of impending victory. It's
true that overly-optimistic newspaper head-
lines may be partly to blame. However that may
be, there is the problem. The workers just
can't believe their present jobs will last long
enough to make it worthwhile to stay. '

They are getting out “while the getting is
good"—while there still may be jobs to be
had, or little Businesses to acquire, or farms
to buy or rent back home. In fairness, it should
be remarked that these workers are not the
only ones who are struggling for postwar se-
curity. Business men—yes, and politicians—
are doing the same. It's regrettable that they
don't think enough of the collective welfare
to stick until the job is done; to stay on “for
the duration.”

However, self-interest should impel most of
them to stay and “make hay while the sun
shines.” If isn't true that they can insure
curity for themselves in the majority of
by hurrying back to the old home town and
taking non-war jobs now’ The service men, who
are in “for the duration” and won't be home
until later, will by law have superior claim_{o
a great many of those jobs. If there is to be
serious| unemployment—as these people seem
fully cenvinced, though some others with bet-
ter equipment for sound forecasting are less
certain-—the race eventually will be not to
the “early bird” but to the best gqualified and
most deserving. For many of the war workers
who are deserting their posts in gquest of se-
curity, the wiser course would be to stay to the
end—and save their money.

JLiberty Ship-Failures

¢ Since the design of the Liberty cargo ship
is standard, the crack-ups which have been re-
ported must be due to defects in materials or
workmanship or to the welding process which
has largely supplanted the former riveting of
steel plates. “Locked up stresses” are reported
as the cause of the shearing of plates, and this
is attributed to the welding. Sen. Magnuson
~ of Washington does the country a service in
exposing the failures of vessels of this type
and warning against their use as transport
ships.
* At the same time other Liberty ships have
rendered an-excellent account of themselves.

heavy seas in Alaskan waters, and though they
Jabored hard they took the“punishment and

through intact. Before condemning the -

fleet of Liberty ships the full tally should
of all vessels of this type that have
in
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location is satisfactory, because water trans-
portation on the Willamette is not now avail-
able. But it is difficult to see large-seale oper-

ation at this site in postwar competition. The

engineers of the operating company and the
government surveyed possible locations and

chose this one, so the public must acquiesce.

We had hoped however that this plant might
prove & lever to speed up river improvement
for lowest cost transportation; which would be
valuable for Salem’s industrial development.

Interned Japanese at an Idaho relocation
center had to wash in cold water because the
fellow internees assigned to rum the heating
plant walked off the job. Considering the Jap-
anese love for hot water the punishment of the
strikers might well be for them to bathe in cold
water all winter.
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WASHINGTON, January 6—No one has risen
to question my assertion January 3 that Russia has
no war debt such as will burden the economies of
Britain and the US for generations. The reaSon is
more significant than the assertion. Only one man
in the United States has ever

made a study of Boviet fin-

ance, a Chicago university pro-

fessor, who wrote a pamphilet

2 or 4 years ago. He discovered

what few Internatiobal bankers

know todsy, t ]
small deb# g:n u‘ti.mnl? at

about 40 billion rubles.
My own inquisitiveness on
this officially hidden subject,
an understanding of which s
Pagl Mallon essential to development of am-
icable economie and political relations with Russia
in postwar, has adduced private estimates from
government authorities that the debt is probably

worth approximately two cents, although the sel-
dom used banking rate is § to 1, and the official
diplomatic rate 12 to 1: If you take the black mar-
ket rate, the Russian debt is $1,200,000,000, bank-
ing rate $12,000,000,000, while ours is 135 times
&8s much under the first calculation, and 14 times
as much under the second. (Lend lease is not a fin-
ancial debt, as it will be repaid In goods,)

This debt represents two kinds of bonds, sold to
her people, one being a lottery prize

turned in 1,000,000 rubles.
But debt or faxes do not matter

but the local people furnished su-
tive and ability to
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400—Dawn Patrol

5 News.

§:00—Mirth and Madness. -

6:30—News Parade.

6:55—Labor News,

0V8—Journal of unu‘ .
Roundup.
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Assignment.
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