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turning out rubber at the
by July the pro-

year. That will be more rubber than the Unit-
ed States has ever used in a year; consumption
. 1941 was 775,000 tons.
Of course, there is no over-supply of rub-
ber yet. Try to buy a new tire! The supply is
easing: there is synthetic for retreads rather

months to catch up.

A problem of over-supply is brewing, how-
ever. Without speculation as to the rate of its
development, let’'s leap ahead to the postwar
outlook. When the Malaya and Duich East In-
dies plantations and the rest scattered through-
out the tropics get back into production, if the
United States synthetic plants continue operat-
ing the world's annual output will be 2,785,500
tons a year—more than twice the world con-
sumption of 1,300,000 fons in 1941.

Then rubber over-supply will become one of
the world’s greatest economic problems—strict-
ly the reverse of the problem the United States
and its allies faced two years ago. What to do
with the synthetic plants, whether to produce
our own supply or to let thqse planis lie idle
for the sake of buying from abroad and thereby
encouraging reciprocal trade—it's going to be
a tough question.

To some extent it will be solved on a com-
petitive basis. Natural rubber, when obtain-
able, costs less than synthetic does now. Fur-
ther technical progress may reverse that sit-
uation, or it may not; in either case the less
costly rubber will prevail. Beyond that, there
will be need for statesmanship to solve the
problem. One phase will be the raising of living
standards throughout the world; if other peo-
ples come to “ride on rubber” as Americans
do, the world consumption will rise toward,
perhaps two million tons a year.

Another phase—national security. Whatever
its final solution, it should include provisions
whereby the United States under no circum-
stances shall ever again face the crisis it faced
just two years ago. “,fhether the synthetic
plants operate or not, they should be kept in-
tact as insurance against “woeful want” in some

future emergency.

Where There’s No Justice . . .

An observant friend came in and called at-
tention to two significant clues he had ob-
served in that recent new picture from Ger-
many, showing the words “Murder, Inc.” on the
back of a captured American airman's coat.
“That is, it was supposed to be an American fli-
er, though the caption was the only “proof”
of that. Things he pointed out were (1) that
the letters were distinctly Germanie in style
and (2) that though the coat was wrinkled
the letters were not.

They had been, he insisted, painted on the

-

point was well taken. The picture pro-
was a fake. Our friend thought it impor-
that the fraud be exposed. It is worth-
, but scarcely profitable in so far as the

te of American airmen held by the Germans

concerned. If they are to be saved from ex-
ecution, it won't be through expose of the nazi
propagandists’ trick.

A writer for Collier's went about this coun-
try asking people what “‘fascism’ meant to
them. Not many had comprehensive answers;
too many just simply had no idea. It's a serious
matter, for if Americans can't recognize fas-
cism they can hardly fight it if it gets a start

Fhis is not the place to attempt an exhaus-
tive definition. One of fascism’s outstanding
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vest in government bonds or take “V” '
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private business shows “enterprise” it can’t
complain if some other agency moves into

the vacuum.

It’s an Outrage!
Think of it—“Extra 20 per cent out of the
pockets of our fighting men; & tax on soft lights
and sweet music; millions of soldiers . . . sail-
ors . . . marines . . . fliers . . . and our fine wo-
men in uniform . .. out for fun . . . seeking food
« . . musie . . . dancing and an evening of en-
joyment will find that congress has imposed
an added 20 per cent tax ob their attempt to
dine and dance on their night off. It is a tax on
Iaughter. It is a tax on morale. It is a tax on
musie . . ." = i
Such is the plaint of a four-page broadside
reaching the editorial desk. There is much more,
but nowhere is there an indication of its source.
Somehow we entertain a suspicion it wasn't
printed at the behest and expense of the fight-
One of its arguments is well taken; it points
out that the horse racing™~lobby prevented the
imposition of a 5 per-cent féderal tax on pari-
mutuel racing. Race betting is one activity
which deserves to be taxed as heavily as cab-
arets. From our viewpoint, there arem’t a
great many others. b

The way war sorts its victims is inscrutable.
It strikes in a kind of blind neutrality. The fine
character and intelligence of Talbot Bennett
were no shield against war’s fate; and now his
name bears the legend, “hilled in action.” To his
loved ones and to his many friends that news
weighs heavily on the heart. Bennett, a gradu-
ate of the local university law school, was well
launched on his career as a lawyer, serving as
deputy district attorney. As a second lietiten-
ant he lost his life in combat in the southwest
Pacific. When a young man like that is taken
we should appreciate the more the sacrifice
the nation’s young manhood is making.

News Behind
The News

By PAUL MALLON
Distri
e T T
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WASHINGTON, January 5—It was Hitlér's per-
sonal strategy again—his alone—which got the na-
zi armies in Russia into thelr present precarious
position. ;

An order was sent from der intuitive fushrer
to the commander-in-chief of southern armies

weeks back o hold the adyance

positions at the southermn end .

of the line around Krivel Rog
at all costs. The decision had to
be Hitler's rather than his gen-
erals because it was based
largely on political considera-
tions in defiance of soundest
military sirategy. If the Rus-
sians came close {0 Rumanias,
the nazis could expect unrest
or open revolts through the
Balkans where suppressed op-
positions would be drawn from their holes to bat-
tle again as the Russians approached.
North of that area he sought to protect the flank
of his daring Krivoli Rog armies by a decisive

But as the collapse of one single misplaced
board may cause an entire house to tumbie, his Kiev
sector defeat soon endangered the whale front,
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Today’s Radio Prog

KSLM-THURSDAY 130 K&
T00—News.
7:05—Marion County Farm & Home

Program.
T:15—Rise 'n" Shine.

§:05—Program Parade,

8:10—Sextette from Hunger.

8:30—Tango Time.

2:00—Pastor’s Calls,

9:15—It's the Truth.
30—CHff Ed

11:05—Symphonic Swing.
11:30—Hits of Yesteryear.
12:00—O: ganalitiss
:&:u—am.

11
12 Door.
D0—Broadway.

135 —According to the Record.
130—Tales from Near and Far .
2 Mariin,
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3:00—Grace Elliott.

3:15—News.

3:30—Blue Frolics.

4 00—News.

::ﬂ!—g“ on Q Street.
.30 op Harrigan

4:45—Sea Hound

in the state of New York than
Willkie. Throughout the rest of
the country Willkie is the better
of the two campaigners . . . *
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10:00—School Program.
10:30—News, H
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10:30—Trib. :
19:45—Voice of A
11:00—Hoftel
11 30—News.
11:45—News.
12:00—2 a IlL—Ilvh. shifre

Orchestra.

EALE—MBS -THURSDAY—133 K
6:45—Dave West.
7:00—News.
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