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terprise; but just how enterprising has-- private
business becomefrom thei banks which in-

vest in government bonds or take "V ? loans
. on government endorsement, to the small ! plant .

which wants the government kto provide ma-
chinery and contract for its j output?: Unless
private business shows : enterprise" it j can't
complain if some other - agency moves1 into
the vacuum. j ' ' ! - ,

: The 1all : of Berdichev, an--'
notmced by-- the "Moscow radio,

- has thrown open to the: Russians
. the whole' fatter-locki-ng ; road

end rail --network west of Kiev
to the old Polish border and
provides the" red army with a.
key. bastion for the next and
crucial phase ? the great batt-

le.- - 7 i - :

, Imminent Russian capture ' of
Shepetovka Junction, 8 0 miles
to the northwest, will tighten the
red grasp on these vital com-- "
munlcatlons. '

. 7 '

However a shift in the force
" and direction of the main Rus

slan attack Is apparent,' in sup--
port of the conclusion that the
full weight of red army, offen-
sive power In the bulge is now
being turned southward in an
effort ; to destroy utterly , , the
German forces all the way to

, the Black sea.
: A virtual lull In the effort to
expand the northwestern sec- 1

.tor of me great bulge now , that I

- the ; Polish border has oeen
- reached Is indicated. While the

exact line on which the Rus-- :
sians propose to stand .tempor 1

rHy Is not yet . ele, tnere I

seems no reason to expect more I

than holding action on tnat i

, front at this stage of the battle.
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.irtIt's an Outrage I 7
Think of it "Extra 20 per cent out of the
pockets of Our fighting men; a tax on soft lights
and sweet music; millions of soldiers . . j sail-
ors . . znarines , . . fliers . .3 and our fine; wo-
men in uniform . , out for fun i . . seeking food
. . .' music . "'. . dancing and an evening of en-
joyment will find that congress " has imposed
an added 20 per cent tax on their.! attempt to
dine and dance on their night off. It Is a tax on
laughter. It is a tax on morale. It is a tax on
music .'. - x vm:
... Such is the plaint of a four-pa- ge broadside
reaching the editorial desk. There is much more,
but nowhere is there an indication of its source.
Somehow we. entertain a suspicion it wasn't
printed at the behest' and expense, of the fight-
ing men. . . J I ' j

One of its arguments is well taken; it points
out that the horse racing lobby prevented the
imposition of a 5 per --cent federal tax on jpari-mutu- el

racing. Race betting is , one activity
which deserves to be taxed as heavily as cab-
arets. From our viewpoint! there aren't a

Deeper penetration- - of Poland J office of war information assert-we-st
of Olevsk and Ifovograd I ed, however, it Is time - to face

Volynskl would he , dangerous.
huowu

nearly 200 miles from the Kiev
supply base and battle wrecked

, rau unes : ana- - roaas nwnpw

For.the first time, red leaders
hvm the Inestimable strategic

Too Much Rubber!
V; Just two years ago .the little brown enemy
was slashing his way. down the Malay penin- -

.aula, and threatening to overrun the Dutch
East Indies, and the first tire rationing' board

. for Marion county had just been created. Rub-

ber was the first and biggest item of wartime
i arardty. .fin,y'j:::'C- t J77-- ? :"f

This month, 48 government - built synthe-
tic plants will be turning out rubber at the

"rate of 600,000 tons a year; by July the pro-
duction will be at the rate of 800.000 tons a
year. That will be more rubber thaiji the Unit-e- d

States has ever used in at year; consumption
. in. 1941 was 775,000 tons.

Of course, there is no over-supp- ly of rub-

ber yet. Try to buy a new tire! The supply is
-- - easing: ; there is synthetic for retreads, rather

than the decidedly non-dura-ble reclaimed rub-

ber of last year; and the manufacture of shoes
. with synthetic soles is starting. A lot of tires

. are thin, and in view of the military require---
merits and our allies' needs, it will take many

7-- - months to catch up. 7r:7f'' -- IH
A problem of over-supp- ly is brewing, how-ev- er.

Without speculation as to the rate of its
development, letV leap ahead to the postwar
outlook. When the Malaya and Dutch East In- -.

dies plantation and the rest scattered through-- -

out the tropics get back into production if the
United States synthetic plants continue operat-
ing the world's annual output will be 2,785,500
tons a year1 more than twice the world con-

sumption of 1,300,000 tons in 1941. .

, Then rubber over-supp- ly will become one of
the world's greatest economic problenuvjstriet-- -
ly the reverse of the problem the United States
and its allies faced two years ago. What to do
with" the synthetic plants, whether to produce
our own supply or to let those plants lie idle
for the sake of buying from abroad and thereby

. encouraging .reciprocal trade --it's going to be
a tough question. I7. "A'--

To some extent it will be solved on a compe-

titive-basis. Natural rubber, when obtain-
able, costs less than synthetic does now. Fur--
ther technical progress may reverse that sit-

uation, or it may not; in either case the less
costly rubber will prevail. Beyond that,- - there

; will be need for statesmanship to solve the
problem. One phase will be the raising of living

' standards throughout the world; if other peo--'
pies come to "ride on rubber" as Americans
do, .the world consumption will rise toward,
perhaps two million tons a year.

Another phase national security. Whatever
its final solution, it should include provisions
whereby-- the," United States under no circum-
stances shall ever again face the crisis it faced
just two years ago. Whether the synthetic
plants operate or not, they should be kept in-

tact as insurance against "woeful want" in some

'7 -

:.' f .'.
great many others. GadDo Prcrgirainnis advcknitllntertor iTtMurtoZto t iwto, mendous"; t is almost self-if-Ber- irn

:says least a; muuon flcient to more oilftetrt.eJtee.r'S than it needs and enough high
into bulge. octane gasoiine for the luftwaffe;

The way war sorts its victims is inscrutable.
It strikes in a kind of blind neutrality. The fine
character and intelligence of Talbot Bennett
were no shield against .war's fate; and now his,
name bears the legend, "Mlled in action." To his
loved ones and to his many friends that news
weighs heavily on the heart. Bennett, a gradu-
ate of the local university law school, was well
launched on his career as a lawyer, serving as
deputy district attorney. As a second lieuten-
ant he lost his life in combat in the southwest
Pacific. When a young man like that is taken
we should appreciate the more the sacrifice
the nation's young manhood is making.
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WASHINaTON, January 5 it was BitleVs! per-
sonal strategy again his alone-whic- h got the na-
zi armies in Russia into their! present, precarious
position.' - 1 . j. 7

. An order was sent from der intuitive fuehrer
to the commander-in-chi- ef of the southern armies -
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"" ucrTinterior . communications - net--
work now avaflable to 1 the red

WT 1 rt: "'IrnmT 1 sst sub wiin rrnnnirsi rr tvri 1'r ' " "
dichey and Shepetovka would
make It possible to mass over--
wneimmg Russian stinting pow--
er at any selected point.1 , ' I

oeraicnev is t me ia nan
ioomoio. on uie Lemngraa-- 1
uaessa itum ime ior a sxretcn
of more than " 200 miles. Re--
stored even " to partial j service
max ran lateral wouia permit 1

quick shuttling j of heavy Rus--
sian forces from north to south
for new punches at the totter-- 1
ing, exhausted and over-extend- -1

ea merman aerense xront, 1

mat: rapid itovestment of I

Vinnitsa' and Zhmerinka June-- 1
' uon will follow the fall of Ber-- 1
' dlchev cannot be doubted. With I

the Berdichev ' bastion wrested

22&
on Vinnitsa and Zhmerinka from
two directions. They are obvi--
ously not waiting for that, how--
ever ' !

So far as it can be traced on J

me maps, hib mam Russian at--1
tack now is driving southward 1

from Berdichev around to a
point 20 miles or "more southeast
of recaptured Belaya Tserkov,;
At tvarious points on the Indl-- ;-

cated Russian south front It iJ
- within ' 23 miles or less cf the

Cherkasi-Vap- uj arka rail feeder
for all nazi forces In the north-
western ' portion . of the Dnieper
bend. ,

. ; ;
'

An early 7 Junction between j

Gen. Vatutin'e victorious first
Ukrainian army In the bulge and
the v second Ukrainian army;

1 ' south of Kiev, - centering - at
Cherkasi, Is indicated. -'"
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Bitter Fight
StiU Ahead

Jan, 3 --UPS

OWI, in a sobering report on the
war reminded the nation Tuesday

W9 are ,till 3000 miles from To--
kyo" In the Pacific and there are
no signs that either Japan or Ger--
many lacks the weapons or the
morale to fight a long time.

Taking nothing away from "the
string of victories" piled up this
year by . the United Nations, the

I these facts:
: uermany ftas lost only a
fifth of the territory she beld a
year go; Japan has lost only a

i twentieth. " 1

force now principally fighter
planes; -- its steel position is "ex--

the German people are getting
enough to eat, far more than in11918 toe harvest 1 this year
was the best since 1939. .am - w awapan; is protected - oy a
8000-mi- le outer rim of defense
bastions and has maintained com- -
faunicatioM only for that distance
while we must transport men and
materials 9000 , mUes to get at
them;, Japan has "no manpower
shortage"; it has enough supplies
of all but a few commodities "to
wage a long war"; there is two
to - three: years, supply of vital
strategic materials such as man--
ganese, tungsten, mercury, tin,
chrome and rubber, a three-ye-ar

supply of high octane gasoline.
and a year and a hairs' supply of
lubricating oils; new plants are
being built in places difficult to'
bomb; Japan's biggest Lweakness
Is shipping.

Fourth Term Predicted
PITTSBURGH, - Jan. )-U3

Sen. Joseph F. Guffey , Tuesday
predicted President Roosevelt will
run for a fourth term, "be re--
elected and carry Penhsylvinia,"
in addressing a party banquet.

The remarks brought heavy ap--
listeners. I
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weeks back to hold the adyance
positions at, the southern end .
of the line around Krivol Rog
at all costs. The decision had to .

be Hitler's rather than hi gen- -.

erals because it was based ; .

larger on political considera-
tions in defiance of soundest
military strategy." If the Rus-
sians came close to Rumania,
the nazis could expect unrest '

or open revolts through the

irom me ouige on an arc morelplause from the several hundred

raal aune Balkans where suppressed op-
positions would be drawn from their holes to bat-
tle again as the Russians approached. j

North of that area he sought to protect the flank
of his daring Krivol Rog armies by a decisive
counterattack on Kiev. As previously told, he left
buildings standing in Kiev and demolished little of --

the central portion of the city, so confident, was
he that he could recapture and occupy it through
the winter. His counterattack failed halfway to
his goal, after six weeks of tremendous effort In-
deed, only two days ago the communiques showed '

the presence of large numbers of tanks in the 'area
where he was still trying futflely to redeem his '

'counterattacks. - - .' :t
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- Where There's No Justice . 5
i

An observant friend came in and called at-

tention to .. two significant clues he had ob--,

served in that recent new picture from Ger-man- y,

showing the words "Murder, Inc." on the
. back of - a --captured American airman's coat.
That is, it was supposed to be an American fli-

er, though the caption was the only "proof
of that. Things he pointed out were (1) that
the letters were distinctly Germanic-- in style
and (2) that though the coat - was wrinkled
the letters were not. .'

'

They had been, he insisted, painted on the
picture.

Each , point was well taken. The picture pro-
bably was a fake.' Our friend thought

that the fraud be exposed. It is worth-
while, but scarcely profitable in so far as the
fate of American, airmen held by. the Germans
Is concerned. If they are to be saved from ex--
ecution, it won't be through expose of the nazi .

propagandists' trick. 7 777:7 '
.'

A writer for Collier's went about this coun- -
try asking , people " what "fascism" - meant to '

. them., Not many had comprehensive answers;
too many just simply had no idea. It's a serious
matter, for if Americans can't recognize fas-
cism they can hardly fight it If ' it gets a start
here.

This is not the pla.ee to attempt an exhaus-
tive definition. One of fascism's outstanding
features, though, is suspension of ordinary jus- -
tice. Law and reason carry no weight; innocence'
is no defense against confiscation of property,
imprisonment, torture, execution. So it will
profit us nothing to debate with the nazis the
guilt or innocence of our captured airmen. The
only argument they recognize is force. We have
some nazi prisoners. Hitler's stooges may hesi-
tate to' fpunishT Americans for fear of, re--
prisaL Even that may not deter them but it's
the only telling argument we have available. ; .
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(Continued from Page 1)

to keep out of the picture and
wait until the next election in
1048, if the war has not ended by
June,!; 1944. ! 'v '; : . iY?-';7'.fDewea-

would be a, tougher
man tor the democrats to beat
in the state of New York than
Willkie. Throughout me rest-o- f

the country Willkie Is the better
of the two 'campaigners i' ' "Women voters in the republi---

.can party1 are much more en-
thusiastic than women voters in
the democratic party. With: them
it is si religion. Many of them are
fanatics, but . entirely sincere."

Such Is Dan Tobin'a. analysis
of the political situation at the
beginning of 1944; and a pretty
judicious one it is. Undoubtedly
he will be found supporting FDR
with all his strength, but clearly
he is not optimistic of democra--

- tic success if the war is ended
vhy midsummer, 7 .

- ' .
Willkie thouti doubt has a

tremendous popular -- following.
Instead of going to the ash-he- ap

as defeated : presidential cahdi-7dat- es

often do, he has grown in
stature, although at the time he
has lost some of the supporters
he had in 1940 (he never did
have republican congressmen).
The Willkie campaign .will be
directed toward; winning the

- states with presidential primar-
ies. If he does this and comes
up to the convention with a large
bloc of votes it will be difficult
to head him off. The opposition

'strategy is to herd in a bunch of
favorite son delegations who will
serve to block the Willkie fol-
lowing on initial ballots and
wear him out Then a swing
may be made to Dewey, tlacAr-th- ur

or some darker horse. The
final decision 'will depend --very
much: on the situation at con-
vention time, Hight now the re-
publicans are quite cocky, made

, so by the results in Kentucky.
They4 are confident of victory
even over , Roosevelt This out-
look might change in the inter-
vening 5 months, so republican

' leaders would see a need to put
' forward some' one with popular
appeal like Willlua.

The country should have elect-
ed Willkie ia- - 13iD; then It
wouldn't need to chaca horses

:

a
,--
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The reds, however, poured In upon; his forces.
west! of Kiev In the most decisive action kince
Stalingrad. Perhaps the size of the forces involved
there has been over-estimat-ed. Instead of having v

22 divisions at that one spot, the nazis may have
little more than that strung out all the way from
the Pripet marshes to the Dnieper tip in the Krivol
Rog. area. The million-ma- n red army probably cov-e- n

the same extensive area." '( : ; j 7.
But , as the , collapse of one single j misplaced --

board may cause an entire house to tumble his Kiev i
sector defeat soon endansered the whole, front, I
particularly the Krivol Rog armies. The smartly
led reds did not tdy to push the Kiev counter-o- f- :

fensive straight back into Poland, but directed ;

their f main drive southwestward . toward the Irear
of those southern nazi armies id cut them tffj

Yesterday, the southern commander-in-chi- ef of I

the nazi armies called a headquarters meeting of
an his generals to ponder the danser into which
Hitler's strategy -- had placed him. Behind him, he
could see no good - defensive position wherf he '

might dig in east of the Dniester 1 river 200 mUes
back on the Rumania border (the Big river not I

being suitable to strong defense). Unless he could .

get his armies back there before the reds arrived
from the north, he was losthis lines all. the way .

up from the Black sea being reported "very thinly '
held. 7 i4 ir;MY -

Another grand nazi retreat, therefore; seemed
'

In the making. But it Is doubtful, that It could be
accompanied by the- - same excuse as last time
a "shortening of the lines" to be1 held by fewer
men, eXter all the nazi retreats of the past tew"
months, their line is actually longer than when
they started. 1

Hitler extricated himself from a ' similar fdes- -'
perate-positio- n after Stalingrad by sacrificing; one
of his armies whole in order that others might
escape. It wfll be-mor- difficult ;to-bu- y hiitself --

off from rout again even at such hi&x cost be-- ;

cause he Is not as strong as then. And even if he '

does, he will be back hear the Rumanian border,
a position he feared most so dangerous politically
that he risked the entrapment now at hand and
personally ordered his southern army to sta "at '
it advanced position. .4?-- ' I-- 7'7;v-- 7. J ''. f' Ocly at" the far northern end of the line have '
the Germans been able to present several strong
points to delay the Russians. The promised : red
drive to the Baltic Is not likely r develop for sops
time until tiess strong points eta fcs reclucei, - '

Coal end Enterprise ; j

Earl Nixon, state director of the --department
of geology and mineral industries, gave out a
statement last week which was highly critical
of; the federal government for failing to use
coal from Coos bay. It is difficult to see, why
the federal government has .responsibility A in
the matter. The coal beds at Coos bay are pri-
vately owned. "Private enterprise" has full
opportunity to market the coal, and has had
for years. . J

tlr. Hixch complains that a subsidy , is paid
by the government on the extra freight for im-

porting Colorado coal, but it may be cheaper
to extend that subsidy for a temporary period
than to t.o to great capital expenditures to pro
viis ccsl from' other areas. '', "

? t"

The trxle of the chrome operations in
touihvreri Crejon is 's warning against depen- -
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n tract, : will leave one concern
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