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Farewell to a Tough Year
Safe, soft and easy is life on the
home front. Little sacrifice is required or
of civilians and that little, too many seek fo
avoid, or endure with bad grace. Such is
picture constantly painted by editors, writers

engaged in it.

-

for the common good—but nevertheless, com-
paratively speaking, a true picture. True in
comparison, that is, to the plight of others whose
misfortune is geographic; who live where the
fighting is or has been, or who are actively

Unavoidably, to our fighting men overseas
this same picture has been conveyed, and there
is concern as to how on their return we will
dare face them, or answer for our shortcomings.

With no thought of undermining this “pep

e talk” campaign but rather of abetting it—since

4. a pat on the back is of equal worth to a scolding

' —may we in taking leave of the year 1943 ob-

serve that it has not been after all, even for
stay-at-home Americans, a bed of roses.

They have dodged no bombs, they have not
gone hungry, some have prospered financially.
Yet in numerous unspectacular ways it has been
a year ‘of extreme wear and tear. Because un-
spectacular, its stresses may be a bit difficult
to explain to “the boys over there.” It may be
necessary to point out that in the matter of
discomfort, a cinder, in one's eye is sometimes
more distressing than a broken leg. Or perhaps
more tellingly, since of this the fighters them-
selves are aware, that enforced inaction is hard-
er op the nerves than the most strenuous action.

Right there is one of the items. No matter
what war-winning effort the civilian puts forth,
he faces the embarrassing knowledge that it
scarcely matches the contribution of his rela-

tive who is fighting or preparing to fight. Reali-

zation that someone else is literally “fighting

one's battle” is never pleasant to those citizens
—and they actually are numerous—who are

conscientious.

Mention of relatives

introduces another

item, for each civilian has a relative, in most
cases a close one, in the combat forces. Here the
comparison actually tips the balance in the op-
posite direction; for the combatant knows where
he is, how near to danger; the civilian relative
does not, and his worry is augmented by un-
certainty. Too, the combatant has been condi-
tioned physically and menfally to his peril, his

civilian relative has no}.

To get around to more concrete mattlers,
there are civilians—tens of thousands of them
—who have injured their health by overwork.
“This aespite the comparatively short working
hours of American war Industry. There are
ialers who put in 40 hours a week doing vir-
tually noihing; doubtless more numerous €
those whose conscieritious zeal has led them'to
uver-exeri, to accept jobs which are beyond
toeiwr strength, to work at lwo separate jJobs;
 the case of many a housewife, to work at a
full-time )ob and carry on her housework as
best she can. Combine overwork with inability
to obtain medical service when needed — it
should be clear that for many, even “on the
bhome front’ lue itself is as precarious as it is
for tne fighters. In point of fact, a considerable

THumber, including at

some known to

each of us, have actually sacrificed their lives
to the “home front™ war effort. No soldier can

do more.

After all, there is no exception based on
distance to.the truth that this is a “war of ci-
vilians.” Things are upset; families are divided;
workers have had to move to strange surround-
ings and scramble for bare shelter; business

men have worries about merchandise,

labor

shortage, difficulty in pefforming those services
to the public which they feel are their respon-
sibility. There are priorities, the labor freeze,
the wage freeze, all the stresses of a half-social-
ized economy which would work better either
all-free or all-socialized. Between frozen in-
comes, the cost of living and extremely heavy
taxes, for a great many there are financial wor-
ries even in the midst of general prosperity.
"™ For all, there is the uncertainty of the future,

individually and collectively.
forty-three was a tough year.

Nineteen

i, Judged fairly by all visible signs, a tougher one
is ahead; even so, farewell with no lingering

regrets to the one that's past.

Woed Surplus

Portland, which faced winter-before-last
| with prospect of chills for lack of fuel, now
§ bas a wood surplus, with calls from fuel deal-
-'} ers to “come and get it.” Users of fuel oil may
/ be shivering under the strict limitations of oil

. at cutting wood for

referred, found it would be an expensive and

to set convicts
but did find great

' guantities of slabwood and mill ends going to
ﬂhhn in_Portland were

Es
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Old Age Assistance |
The increase in cost of living makes the raise
in the average allotment for old age assistance

‘to slightly over $30 timely. In these days of

prodigal spending that sum will seem pitifully
smafl. But it must be remembered that grants
are made on a basis of need, and many elderly
persons require only small grants from the wel-
fare commission to supplemient their other in-
comes. Hundreds of persons whose names are
on the rolls receive the maximum ailowance of
$40, and, if necessary, medical aid in addition
from general assistance funds.

There has been a lot of bunk and a|lot of
politics in the agitation for old-age pensions,
with various fantastic schemes proposed from
ham-and-eggs to the original Townsend $200-
a-month-spend-it-all plan. The agitation is lev-
eling off considerably; but the public is quite
firmly committed to provision for elderly peo-
ple out of public funds to miéet their necessities.

It is noted, however, that while old age pen-
sions were advocated as a substitute for the
poorhouse, the trend is again toward care of
the needy aged in “institutions.” What we meahn
is that private homes for the aged are springing
up, where elderly persons are cared for, usual-
ly at the maximum of their assistance grant.
What was once a public business, the “poor
farm' becomes a private business. There is the
formality of a monthly state warrant and there
is not the stigma of utter destitution that went

- with the poorhouse label. Whether the care is

better we cannot say, and conditions no doubt
vary. This, however, is what is happening.

Detour via Siding

Railroad unions, facing the blockade of the
“little steel” formula on the main line of wage
increases, are trying to use the siding of “over-
time pay” to get around the road block. They
have for ready reference the portal-to-portal
detour which the coal miners worked success-
fully. The president himself has waved the red
lantern on the “overtime” siding, or at least put
in a slow-down flare; so now the controversy
is squarely in his lap. Meantime other unions
keep hacking away at the road block. They may
even drive a tunnel through, leaving the shell
of the blockade to stand while the train toot-
toots-along the track toward higher wages.

Speaking enforcing gas rationing—well, we
haven't come to this: the ex-mayor of Maid-
stone, England, was fined $§ for misusing gas-
oline because he drove his car to his son's
wedding after the taxi failed to show up in
time.

News Behind
The News

By PAUL MALLON

(Distributed by
Reproduction In
hibited. )

WASHINGTON, Dec. 31—The incontestable an-
swer to all this juvenile delinquency in the news
is one word — discipline.
This is not old-fogeyism, but ultra-modern psy-
chiatric doctrine. The instinctive tendencies of
children must be curbed by dis-
cipline until they have reached
the age where self-restraint en-
ables them to conform to social

. customs and to take advantage
of social opportunities.

Too many parents and children
themselves erroneocusly believe
that modernidm permits free ex-
pression of their imstincts. This
leads to the ‘current savage eye-

| sores of our vaunted civilization
in which prostitutiop has been
flaunted conspicuously in cities- by grade school
girls, thefts and crime before the age of reason has
been reached, and murder of parents by children
who find them troublesome.

The fault is not with modern principles, but
that they are not enforced. Toleration of such pop-
ular misconceptions is the crime of our age.

I have seen, in Times Square, New York, girls
barely past puberty with soldiers and sailors, not
in small groups, but in droves, while police look on
shaking their heads in apparent helplessness. I
could break that up in 15 minutes.

Everywhere that soldiers and sailors go, there
are MP’'s. If the military police were ordered to
detain and gquestion every service man accompany-
ing a girl of doubtful age, and terms in the guard-
house were provided, the practice would soon lose
its current tremd. f

The experts on this subject of juvenile delin-
Quency, even including Mrs. Roosevelt, all think in
social grooves apparently, proposing only that more
and more money be spent for boys' clubs, play-
grounds, social workers, psychiatrists in
courts, etc. After they get all those things
they will still need the answer; discipline.

The home is still the

oo soed a

Kin Features Syndicate, Ine.
whoie or in part strictly pro-
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490—Concert Hour,

4:00—Harry Horlick's Tange Or-
chestra.

4:15—News.

§:00—-The Oleanders.

§5:15—Let's Reminisce,

§:30—Bert Hirsch & Violin
§:45—Junior Church of Air,
.“—m. Headlines,
7:00—News.

10:00—Serenade In Swingtime,
10:30—N

: ews.
10:45—Roll Up the Rug.

—_—

KEX—BN—SATURDAY-—119 Es

6:00—Musical Clock.
6:15—National Farm and Home Hour,
6:45—Dairy Dramas.
7:00—Yankee Doodle Quix
T2 e pocnine

- op

8 e
9:00—The Blue Playhouse.
9:25—News.

9:30—Breakfast at Sardl’s
10:15—Edward Jorgenson, Commen-

tator.
10:30—Horace Heidt Review.

8:153—Jorgenson.
8:30—Leon Henderson, News.
$:45—Los Latinos.

B:55—News.

9:00—Cowboy HiIt Review.

® ; and High-
lights.

9:45—Study in Blues.

1000—-Wings to Victory.

10:30—The Hour,

11:00—This World.

11:15—Claremont Orch,

11:30—War News Roundup.

KEGW—-NBC—SATURDAY—829 Ko,
4:00—Dawn Patrol

10:15—Pasadena Auditorium Orch.
10:30-Hotel St. Francis Orch.

10 :55—News

11:00—Hotel Biltmwore Orchestra
1138 —War News

12:00-2 A. M.—Swing

HKALE-MBS—SATURDAY—1339 Kc.
8:40—Dave WestL

9:15—The Women's Side of the

News.
9:30—Hello Mom.

KEX—BN—SUNDAY—119 Ke,
8:00—Soldiers of Production.

L Drama.
$230—News Headlines and
9:48—For All Humanity.
10:00—University lorer.
1030—The Quist H

0 :30— our,
11:00—Concert Hour,

KGW—NBC—SUNDAY—£20 Ke.

Highlights

12:00—Washington Reporits on Ra
tioning.

i2:15—Upton Close, Commentator.

1230—The Army Hour,

1:55—News

12 ews.
12:15—Vaoice of the m Farmer.
13:30—Dr. Flovad

1.00—Lutheran ‘Bour. -
’:m—m Lincoln's Story.
’m u&m -
E X
’ .
: Board. ‘
§:00—Cleveland Symphony Orch.
7:00—Cedric Foster. ]
:m“n::'-u Church.

B3 Jetk Bemmy.

§00—-News. i ;

line, fewer seats in siages and
trains for civilians. Moderation
in tire situation by last quar-
‘El'- 5

LABOR: Fewer sirikes or
threats of strikes in major in-
dustries, but probably a greater
number of strikes. Settlements
will hold| for coal-railroad-steel
workers through 1944. Other la-
bor disputes less critical !

PEACE: Problems of peace
will loom! larger as the war cli-
max is reached. Increasing con-
cern over details of peace set-
tlement. More discussion of sta-
tus of private business in post-
war peri¢gd. Decision' on dispo-
sition of | government - owned
war planis and machinery will
be postponed till after election,
but subject will
throughout the year.

VITAL | STATISTICS: Mar-
riage and birth rates down in
1944 — t90 many men overseas.
Death rate for civilians slightly
higher. |

That's what I see in the for-
tune-teller's deck of cards for
1944. It might be well however

~ width of the Russian drive aim-

i L

jiejet

of Hitlerism in Eu-

east of the Kiev bulge on an at-
tack front reaching from the
southerm rim %ot the Pinsk
marshes virtually to the head
waters of the Russian Bug riv-
er, a distance of nearly 300
miles. .

There is no parallel in this or
any other war for such a width
of4front atitack.

The breadth of front, coupled
with the protection afforded by
the marsh lands to the north,
tends to insure the Russian &d-
vance against flanking attack or
diversion from its obvious prime
strategic objective, the center

westward still open for all Ger-

man forces below the Kiev-

Zhmerinka rail connection.
Traced out on the maps, the

ed at the Tarmopol-Odessa es-
cape route for the enemy indi-
cates it is designed to rip open]
a gap 100 miles or more wide in
that line. It suggesis, too, an wul-
timate Russian strategic purpose
of walling off the northern half

attack goes through to Tarnopol
and swings gate-wise to the
south and southwest before huge

to add a “saving clause,” some-
thing like *“prices subject to
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76-year-old dean of the Hollywood
movie colony, succumbed in a hos-

change without' notice.”
“Happy New Year.”

*

- for your

- nearest housetop and ringing
“Happy New Year,” so loudly that
each and every one of you will be
able to hear it! In that dynamie
way you'd be able to discern all
‘the undertones of our greeting . . .
because we’re saying
- three words. We're saying thanks
kind cooperation in the
‘past . . . we'll be
you in the future . . . and, above
all, let’s all work together even R
in history as the year of Am-

ica’s Victory. e,

a lot in those

d to serve
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