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ltaly Invaded
Friday was a day of doom for Italy. Across

' the strait of Messina onto the mainland of It-
aly and Europe poured the victorious British
Eighth army, eager to repeat on the soil of con-
tinental Europe the victories it had gained from
El Alamein to Tunis and from Vittoria to Mes-

| sina. Canadians too, battle-trained and flushed

with the Sicilian victory, were in the invading

army. Italy, now helpless in the grip of German

overlords and poliee, faces now the swift and

overwhelming action of the allied armies.

i The great American Seventh army was not

' mentioned in the dispatches covering the initial
invasion, but there is a hint in other news that
it is in reserve for an important mi Could
it be that from the ports of Sicily the
Americans will embark to land up on the
“leg” of the peninsula, repeating on a bigger
scale their maneuvers in Sicily when they
played leapfrog by amphibious thrustt? We
may not have long to wait to hear what the
American portion of the task is.

The initial job is to crack. the shell. Hitler's
strength all ’round the rim of the continent is
like an egg-shell: its strength is in the shell,
If the allies can crack the shell successfully
and establish secure beachheads and supply
depots, then the rest will be sure and not too

~difficult. In Italy the real shell is at the Po
river.

The Germans in southern Italy dare not tarry
too long, because their ways of escape are few.
The continuous blasting of rail and highway
communications endangers their lines of re-

" treat as well ss supply. The bombing of Bren-
ner pass, the sole avenue over the Alps into
Germany must send chills down the spines of
the Germans as they contemplate the possibility
of their armies being trapped in North Ilialy,
unable to escape, under the merciless and un-
remitting pounding of allied artillery and
bombers.

The war proceeds like a football game. The
brief rest between Sicily and the invasion of
Italy is the end of a “quarter.” The great allied
world which occupies the grandstand as intense
partisans, will follow the ensuing action with
deep interest, hoping for quick touchdowns,
yet knowing some “breaks” may go against us,

‘Later Than You Think’

The .phrase has earmarks of an alarmist
source, whether used perhaps originally by
evangelists or in a Robert W. Sérvice poem, or
more recently by Max Lerner to warn of fas-
cism, or after that by insistent pre-Pearl Harbor
advocates of military preparedness. There is no

. ~ intent here to be alarmist. It may be later—

in relation ,to the dawn of peace—than you
think; but who has the temerity to voice, as a
doleful warning, the thought that the war may
be over soon?

It's strangely true that some folks do dread
the peace that will follow this war, more than
the prospect of its indefinite cgntinuation. That

; is largely fear of the unknown and lacks sub-

- stance. Yet war-making with all its complexity
) is simpler and easier to grasp than the problems
of the next peace.

Solutions can be found for those problems
but finding them will take time—particularly
since there is yet no agreement on fundamentals.
A No one has yet resolved even the disharmony

among the “four freedoms.” Eleanor Roosevelt

in New Zealand talked about “winning the
peace” in terms of Uniled States aid toward

& fuller, more abundant life “down under.”

Passing over our fears that the people there

will resent her “maternalistic” tone — is that

what “winning the peace” means? If so, it's

a big job, since it must extend to the benighted

Hottentots as well as the enlightened Anzacs,
i and we’d better be about it.

As for international collaboration and its im-
plementation, open discussion now by men in
authorify probably would endanger unity"
among the United Nations. Laymen should be
studying the problem so there may be enlight-
ened public opinion at the proper time.

But what about domestic plans for cushion-
ing the economic jolt that will follow the war?
Even though none may foresee its precise na-
ture—slump or inflation menace—there should
be planning for any eventuality.

Members of congress, benefitted by a season
of ear-to-the-ground listening, should be ready
to tackle these problems when they reconvene.
It will be high time. The war may go on for
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drifted blindly into chaos.
— —
Punch-hole Checks ;
For centuries people have refused to take
i money with a hole in it, though there are coun-
" holes legitimately. But if you get & check on
the treasury which is punched full of holes
(the check, we don
L ST
T 1t is this

,

years—There is no intent here to nourish mili- -

much one of punching keys; and for the account-
ing when the checks aré paid they are merely
put into the machine which makes the compu-

The treasury is the'big paymaster now, and
by the end of the year it will be issuing, through
the reserve banks, ten million of these punched
cardboard checks a month. Too bad Salem didn’t
get the branch IBM factory for making these

cardboard checks. We lost out to San Jose, being

“to0 late,” if not too little.

Lift Slaughter Quotas

The war food administration has raised the
quota limits on butchering of meat for Septem-
ber and October. There have also béen general
reductions in ration point requirements on
meat. These changes will do much to relieve
the tight meat situation which has prevailed
throughout the country for many months. They
will not make any more meat, but they should
help more people get meat because they will
help more meat animals to go to market.

One of the tightest situations has been the

"marketing of Oregon lambs. Lambs are a crop,

like apples; and they need to be marketed when
they are prime. If let go they become stringy
young mutton. There is a fine market for lamb,
especially in California; and Oregon growers
have for years turned their lambs off as soon
as they atfained a good weight. Under the
slaughter quota limit it was just impossible
to get these lambs to market when they were
ready to go. The meat packers couldn't handle
them within their quotas. Finally an increase of
20,000 for -Oregon packers was allowed, but
that was not adequate. The new action removing
all quota limits will let the 300,000 Oregon

- lambs go to market as they should.

These concessions have come following per-
sistent ‘and strong representations by live stock
and meat interests. Whatever selfish interest
they may have had was overcome by the know-
ledge they had of practical meat growing and
marketing, and the facts they presented were
convincingly strong. Gene Howe of the Ama-
rillo, Texas, newspaper ran a page ad in his
newspaper and then bought space to reproduce
it in many other papers in an effort to get the
meat that was backing up on the ranges inte

' the slaughter pens. His appeal has borne fruit.

It is believed that these shifts in requirements
will do away with much of the black market ac-
tivity. The more liberal point values will help,
and it does seem there is plenty of meat on the
hoof td provide for civilian needs, as well as
government requirements. This action is re-
moving gquota limits is experimental; but if it
works, as it is expected to, it will most cer-
tainly be continued. -

In the state department the gentleman from
Tennessee seems at last to have become the Hull
thing. —Bend Bulletin.

That's the Hull of it! —Medford Mai]-Tribune.
Both papers are wrong. The gentleman from

Tennessee is not the Hull thing in the state de-

partment; he’s the kernel, though not from Ken-
tucky.

Well, girls, how do you like the cute cap
Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt is wearing as she makes
the rounds as a Red Cross worker?

Interpreting the
War News

By HAMILTON W. FARON

W for The Statesman

New demands from the Italian people for an end
to the war certainly will follow the allied invasion
of Italy, but there is no peace in sight.

For even if Marshal Badoglio's government
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vent large-scale battles on Italian soil. At

and maybe more German divisions are in
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Hitler's forces may be expected
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