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The boost in price for old fir from
- $550 or $600 a cord to $13.50
didn't maintain the supply. The
" Jure of the shipyards was too
strong for the workers in the
woods.
" The same war that stopped pro-
duction of cordwood, stimulated
" the cutting of lumber, until the
mills have been buried in their
“waste. Slabwood, mill ends,
hogged fuel, sawdust, all by-pro-
" duets of lumber manufacture, are
now available in abundance. The
‘ ¢city ol Portland, as well as Sa-
* Jem and most of the other towns
* of western Oregon have been
- saved by slab.
Believe it or not, in Portland
* gwer half the population depends
" on wood fuel for iis heating. It
was the organization of supply of
glabwood from the mills of the
* villey that kept Portland warm
* Jast winter. This summer a fresh
attack is being made on the same
line,—reaching out farther to wutil-
ize the wood which now goes into
the consumer in mid-valley lum-
ber mills.

Salem schools, we notice, have
great piles of slabwood drying on
the school grounds, apparently in
ample quantity to keep the kiddies
warm “(Continued on Editorial

Billings Death

Held Aceident. .|

Carlson Released
After Shedding
Light on Mystery

Though not guite all angles of
mystery in Stephen Jhy Billings’
death here Monday had been
cleared up, W. E. Carlson, Bill-
fngs’ recent roommate and fellow-
worker at a Portland shipyard,
was released Monday after he had

rated with Salem police in
shedding light upon some of the
circumstances.

On the basis of Carlson's story
and other new evidence uncov-
ered Wednesday, viewed in con-

| city’s first murder ftrial in two
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Verdict
Takes
4. Hours

Defendant Calm;
Judge to Give
Sentence Monday

DALLAS, August 25 —(Spe-
cial)— After deliberating four
hours, jurors found Richard
Henry Layton guilty of murder
in the first degree at 2:30 Wed-
nesday afternoon and gave

their verdiet without recommend-
ing leniency, making death in the
Oregon gas chamber mandatory
for the former Monmouth police-
man convicted of slaying 17-year-
old Ruth Hildebrand.

Layton was calm when the jury |
foreman read the verdict of guil-
ty. After the court room had been
cleared, Layton lit a cigarette, put
on his dark glasses and asked to
be escorted back to his cell in the
Polk county jail.

Judge Arlie Walker will sen-
tence Layton Monday morning.

At 10:30 Wednesday morning
Judge Walker instructed the jury
fo return one of four wverdicts:
guilty of first degree murder
without recommendation for len-
fency, guilty with a recommenda-
tion, not guilty by reason of in-
sanity, or innocent.

Ruth Hildebrand's nude body
was fished from the Willamette
io her death . in a game of nude
tag played by the pair on a path
near Buena Vista.

The state contended that Layton
had offered to drive the girl home
from a bus station, but had driv-
en her to “Lovers’ Lane” near
Buena Vista, raped her and
knocked her into the river.

Dallas citizens apparently were
not interested in following the |

years. Layton's trial drew less
than one out of seven citizens of
Dallas to the half filled court
room to hear testimony reported
in all of the state’s daily newspa-
pers.

junction with the results of an!
autopsy performed Monday night, |
it sppeared ‘that contrary to cir-'
cumstances which led at first 1o
a theory of murder, Billings djedi
from the combined effects of &l
*walking™ type of pneumonia and
a skull fracture suffered acci-
dentially. Fortified wine, it was
indicated, played an important
though indirect role in the case: |

Billings, it was believed, came
to Salem from Portfland late
Monday, arrived at his mother’s
bhome at 1540 North Liberty street
pometime during the night, en-
tered without the knowledge of
the two young women sleeping
upstairs, and suffered the skull
fracture in a fall down basement
stairs. Death did not occur until
late Monday afternoon and . the
disordered condition of the un-l
closed porch where he later was'
found dead was explained, it was |

believed, by his struggles after
being injured. j
This version  of the case was |

sirengthened by the statements of |

who said they heu'dl
what might have been groans—
though so faint they did not in-|
vestigate—béfween 10:30 and 11
o'clock Sunday night. Miss Rose- |
mary -Billings, sister of the dead

(Tumn to Page 2—Story B) .

Dam Material
Has Approval

Not one employe in the block of
business houses near the Polk
county court house questioned
Tuesday had crossed the street to
the trial .

Of the 127 peoble counted in the
court room Monday afternoon, 38
were either before the bar of the
court as jurors or court pfficials,
or behind the rail but present as
witnesses waiting to be called.

According to Sheriff Thomas
Hooker of Polk county, Layton
called for the papers each morn-
ing, spparenily to check the re-
poris of his trial.

He also asked for magazines
with “lot of pictures” and spent
some time looking at carteons and
reading western stories.

Lewis Fails
Again to Get
Portal Pay

WASHINGTON, Aug. 25-(@
John L. Lewis has failed & second
time to get the war labor board"
approval for portal-to-portal pay
for his United Mine Workers. The
board rejected a proposed pay-
ment of $1.25 a day on grounds it

stabilization pelicy.

The $1.25 payment for the time
miners spend in travel from the
mine mouth to working places was
included in a temtative confract
nois Coal Operators association.
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the Sulem community ecannery

per cent has been grown in victory
gardens, Neal Craig, supervisor,
revealed.

Beans are not alone, however.
Carrots, corn (both cream style
and whole kernel),

cultural education from Washing-
ton, DC, a8 to fhe most feasible
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“We it like this,” Mrs. Maybelle Burch, sapervisor of feed prepa-
ration at the Salem community ecannery, shows Neal Cralg, super-
intendent, as Salem housewives busily serape carrols and ecorm.
Below, Craig and George Grani, processer, are capping tin cans,

Production Nears Peak
At Community Cannery

Cglebrating the end of its first month of operation Wednesday,

nearing production peak was

nearly swamped with the lowly vegetable which has been mak-
ing headlines for the last two weeks—beans. For in the four weeks
since the cannery opened, 90 per cent of the produce put up for
consumpiion next winter has been beans, and of that amount 80

MecNutt Hints

Our Food”

operations te limited reconnais-
sanoce,

. ALLIED HEADQUARTERS IN
THE SOUTHWEST PACIFIC,
Aug. 25 (#)-Blows of increasing
strength will be dealt Japan soon,
Robert P. Patterson, American
undersecretary of war, promised
Australians today shortly after al-
{ lied headquarters reported addi-
tional progress in offensive ac-
tions in the Solomons and New
Guinea.

Patterson made his statement
upon arrival here with Lieut.
Gen. William S. Knudsen, US
army production adviser, on a
tour of inspection and for con-
ferences with General Douglas
MacArthur snd Australien mil-
itary and governmentsal leaders.

(Twrn to Prge 2—Story G)

Labor Needed
For Beans,
Other Crops
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_ Plans in Battle, |
- Says President

By JOHN M. HIGHTOWER

OTTAWA, Ont., August 25|
(#)-Out of his knowledge of the
new  forces to be loosed upon
axis Europe by the decisions of

LORD LOUIS MOUNTBA

‘Tf
S et |

Quebee, President Roosevelt
Wednesday sternly warned
Adolf Hitler:

“Surrender now.” .

The allies are bent upon achiev-
ing “victory in the shortest pos-
gible time,” he said, and have ar-
rived at definite war plans with
which Germany, Italy and Japan
will be’ duly acquainted on the
field of battle.

The president made no men-

“ference.

the post-war per-

we are making, and our unanimity
{Turn to Page 2—Story D)

Reds Drive
Beyond Gains:
Of Last Year

By W. W. HERCHER
LONDON, Wednesday, Aug. 26
(#r—-Russian troops eclipsed last
winter's counter-offensive mark
Tuesday by capturing Zenkov, 85
miles northwest of fallen Khar-

Bombers Blast
Nazi Airfields
In France

By GLADWIN HILL
LONDON, Aug. 25 —(#) In the
lull between heavy bomber blows
American and RAF medium

US Eighth air force Marauders
hit the power station at Rouen
and the Tricqueville air field and
RAF Miichells struck at the Ber-
nay St. Martin airdrome and RAF

ating a permanent peace. . fighters . showed
mselves and ong of these was
by dn F squadron.

.l'hma!uodphmwislut.

one power station, while Thun-|
‘derbolts and Spittires mowed
down faltering nazi fighter inter-

HOLLYWOOD, Aug. 25—
Farnsworth, of

husband

Lord Louls Mountbatten,

;
!

|

ir

|
i
'E
i
::
EiF
.l

|
|
i

|
i

:
I

it
i
4!

M

Hi

:
:
|
a

i*

:

|
|
1l

|

|
|

¥
E

j

§11
H
{
i

OTTAWA, Ont, Aug. 25 —(&
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