war was the large-scale celebra-
tion of 1948 as a centennial year
in Oregon history. The year 1843
was memorable as the year when

provisional government for the
Oregon country was esiablished,
and when the first wagon train
crossed the plains to Oregon. The
‘1941 Jegislature created a com-
mission to publicize this centen-
nial year and fo encourage cele-
brations along the route.

It had been planned to have a
series of local celebrations, start-
ing at the Idaho border, and cul-
minating in a great cavalcade to
be held somewhere in the vicin-

ity of Portland or Oregon City.
Baker, LaGrande, The Dalles,
Pendleton with its round-up, all
cities along the route of the old
Trail would have recognized the
100th anniversary, as well as oth-
er communities along the way. A
caravan crossing from Indepen-
dence, Missouri to Oregon City
was ialked of.
, Then came Pearl Harbor, and
bans on easy transportation, and
concentration on winning the
war. So the centennial celebra-
tions were reduced to minuscule
proportions. A small booklet
“Wagons West” by Phil Parrish,
editor of the Oregonian, has been
published; material has been sup-
plied by the commission to schools
and study groups. And this week
the American Pioneer Trails as-
sociation, which is really the out-
growth of the old Oregon Trail
association which Ezra Meeker
founded, holds its annual con-
vention in Portland, with sessions
at the Portland hotel. The meet-
ing concludes Sunday with a vis-
it to the old home of Ezra Meek-
er in Puyallup, Washington.
Recognition of the centennial
fn Salem is confined to the his-
toric displays in several of the
store windows downtown. Ladies
of Chemeketa chapter of the DAR
gathered these relics and arran-
ged for their display. Furniture,
dishes, books, linens, samplers
products of the crafts of former
days help to acquaint the preseat
generation with the way the pio-
neers lived.

with by the war. Tri another cen-
tury the names of Jesse Apple-
gate and James W. Nesmith, of
Joe Meek and George Abernethy
will have less wmignificance. But
Oregoniand of today have more
gerious business in hand than
honoring these pioneers of a cen-
tury ago. That business is to pre-
serve what they obtained for us.
The best 1943 celebration of the
great evenis of 1843 is to prove
by our deeds that this generation
is just as willing to risk and just
as ready to sacrifice as were those
who pushed across the plains, on
foot, on horseback, or in emigrant
wagons to establish homes and
government in the beautiful and
fertile lands of the Oregon coun-

Buses to Call
For Volunteer

Bean Workers

. For the convenience of Salem’s
wolunteer bean harvesters who are
turning out in increasing numbers,
the emergency farm labor service
has arranged for buses to call for
these workers at four points in the
¢ity each morning while the emer-
gency continues.

Pickers may report at 6:30 a. m.
either at the Hollywood theatre,
at 18th and State streeis, at Les-
lie junior high or at the employ-
ment office, Cottage and Ferry
streets.

There was demand Wednesday
morning for 350 or 400 more pick-
ers than were available, though
this shortage was reduced some-
what by groups who provided
their own transportation. The un-
filled demand centered principal-
"Iy in the Stayton district.

Plans for operating a bus about
#:30 each morning for the conven-
jence of housewives who wish to
pick beans but cannot leave at

=

Layton,
Ofhicers

&

’ Qo
Admitting é;:‘:"t sed
Statements
Argued at Trial

DALLAS, August 18 -(Spe-
cial)- Richard Harry Layton
was on the witness stand late
today in the Polk county cir-
cuit court, where he is on trial
charged with the first degree
murder of Ruth Hildebrand of
Dallas. At issue at the time was
the admissibility as evidence of
of Layton’s admissions, given to
Capt. Vayne Gurdane and other
state police officers; and the jury
was not present, having been dis-
missed pending argument over de-
fense objections to introduction of
this evidence. Judge Arlie Walker
indicated that he would rule on
the admissibility of the so-called
confessions Thursday morning.

Layton, questioned by Harry
Hoy of defense counsel, said he had
been taken from Hillsboro, where
he was in jail for assault to Mil-
waukie, and there interrogated by
state police officers; that the ex-
amination began about half an
hour after arrival, at 2:30 p. m,,
and continued until early the next
morning. He said one of the offi-
cers transferring him, Lt R. G.
Howard, had told him in great de-
tail about the lethal gas chamber
at the state prison, of which he
had no previous knowledge.

Prier to Layion’s appearance
on the siand, Attorneys Roy R.

Hewiii and Hoy for the defense
had gquestioned at some length
Capt. Gurdane and Sgt. Waliler
Hadfleld as to the treatment
Eayten rectived while being

questioned.
" The officerg testified that Lay-
(Tnmto?a‘z—&oryA)

Fire MWys
Residence

Hydrant Valve Outlet
Hard to Find,
Delay Results

Fire which broke out Wednes-
day night about 9§ o'clock leveled
the residence of Mrs. Bernice
Strong at 552 North 17th sireet
A few of the family's efiects were
saved with the help of neighbors.
The blaze started in an upstairs
bedroom.

Firemen responded to a call but
Were delayed in getting water
onto the blaze by inability to find
the underground valve control-
ling the flow, its outlet being
hidden in tall grass at the corner
of Center and 17th streeis.

Unable to start the flow of
water from the Center sireet hy-
drant, firemen hooked a second
line to a hydrant on A sireet and
got water into the fire., Witnesses
estimated that a delay of at least
ten minutes had occurred. They
also agreed that the fire-fighting
equipment was under-manned.

Virginia Strong, daughter of
Mrs. Strong, reported that her
girl friends first saw the blaze at
9§ o'clock and that at that time
flames had already spread over
most of the roof.

According to Miss Strong, the
furniture was not insured, and
only a davenport and three kilch-
en chairs were saved. Whether the
house, owned by Clarence B. Wil-
son, was insured, was not re-

Danger that the North Santiam
river may quit its present chan-
nel above Stayton and course

B §&
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Norway Blight

Jonas Lie, minisier of Norway's
civilian pelice, has set all Nor-

pledge o enforee mnazi orders.
Gunnar Ellifsen, chief of police,
was execuied by a firing sguad.

Russians Make
Decisive Gains
Near Kharkov

3200 Germans Said
Killed on 2 Fronts
In Ukraine Sector

By EDWARD D. BALL

LONDON, Thursday, Aug. 19
(#}—Russian troops striking across
the Donets river below Kharkov
Wednesday captured Zmyev, 20
miles south of the city, in “a
decisive assault” that killed 1200
Germans and threatened fo cut
one of the last railways feeding
the besieged Ukraine base, Mos-
cow disclosed early today.

Red army smashes northwest
and west of Kharkov also resylt-
ed in overall gains of seven miles,
the killing of 2000 more Germans,
and the capture of more than 50
villages in the steady semi-en-
circlement of the big enemy bas-
tion, the daily communique an-
nounced. Soviet shock troops have
been fighting reinforced German
units in the northeastern suburbs
for a week.

capiured or desiroyed in the
wheeling movementi below
Kharkov (hat resshed Zmyev,
said the commumnigue, recorded
by the Soviet Monfior. Zmyev
is oniy 10 miles from the Khar-
kov-Losovaya raflway, a main
enemy escape rouie should the
Germans elect fo flee as they
did last winter.

The . Kharkov-Krasnograd
branch a few miles bevond is an-
other line that must be cut be-
fore the Russians can trap the
thousands of Germans still resist-
ing fiercely inside the city. The
line running west to Poltava al-
ready had been cut early in the
campaign.

were siain there, it said.

Gains of four fo six miles were |
reported on the Bryansk front
where 40 villages were seized, in-
cluding the rail stations of Ber-
yoznovka, 21 miles northeast of
Bryansk, and Malinka, 20 miles
to the east. Front dispatches had
said earlier the Russians were on-

Invaders

Poised
In Sicily
)

Eisenhower Tells
Axis Casualties;

Hints New Thrust
By RELMAN MORIN

IN NORTH AFRICA, August 18
(A)»-Two superb armies in Si-
cily — the American Seventh
and British Eighth — are “rea~
dy to go at any minute” in bold
new offensives, Gen. Dwight D.
Eisenhower declared today, re-
porting that the axis lost more
than 167,000 men killed, wounded
and captured on the island up to
August 10.

As the allied commander-in-
chief disclosed the magnitude of
axis casualties, artillery duels
thundered over Messina strait and
allied warplanes hounded enemy
remnants retreating by sea and
over broken roads up the Italian

ming to end In Sielly were 25.-
Eisenhower said, while
of over 167,000—
least 32,000 were

Gen, Sir Harold Alexander a
mighty onetwo punch.

“Beth armies are ready fo go
at any minuie. We can count
on them with complete comfi-
dence,” he sald.

With the battle of Sicily fin-
ished “head of schedule” in 38
days by occupation of Messina
yesterday, allied ground troops
today continued rounding up iso-
lated enemy units in the hills, and
allied artillery hammered shells
onto the Italian mainland to har-
ry the German refreat.

Fleets of airplanes took up the
pursuit of the axis rearguard with
bomb and gunfire attacks on
roads and beaches and rail lines
in southern Italy yesterday, and
sank eight boats and barges along
the Italian coast carrying troops
seeking safety in the north by

at airfields 25 miles northwest of
Marseille, France, yesterday, laid
two big showers of heavy bombs

Allies
To Ge

ALLIED HEADQUARTERS

Hardy Found

Unconscious

After Injury

Williamm G. Hardy, Salem real-
tor prominent in civic affairs, was
taken to the Salem General hos-
pital late Wednesday night after
having been discovered lying un-
conscious. st the intersection of
Walilace road . and Glenn Creek
road in Polk county, possibly the
victim of a hit-and-rum driver.

He had suffered head lacera-
tions and contusions. A definite
report on the seriousness of his
injuries was not immediately
available. The Salem first aid car
crew took him to the hospital.

Hardy was president last yesr
of the Salem Realty board, and is
chairman of the Salem chamber
of commerce housing committee.
He is associated with the firm of
Hawkins and Roberts. His home
is on Glen Creek road and it was
assumed that he was walking

home when the accident oe¢cur-
red. ‘

Eden Arrives for Quebec
Allied War Conference

At the moment, however, there
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Over 200 Jap Planes
Destroyed at Wewak;
Sea Victory Reported

- - By C. ¥ATES McDANIEL -
HEADQUARTERS IN THE SOUTHWEST

- -

PACIFIC,

allied fliers which shet down 28 out of 30 interceptors, then swept
low to finish off all but 10 of the 225 planes the enemy had in the

Today's communique reported the new devastation along with a

new naval victory in the Solomons
and a third pounding within a
week of oil refineries and ships
on southeastern Borneo.

On Tuesday, American and
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. Inivdsion Time
Not Given, but

vasion of the continent.

occupied countries to prepare for

the battle of Europe on July 10,

when the invasion of Sicily began.
(Turn to Page 2—Story )

Nazi Soldiers
Said Losing
Faith in Hitler

|

.,; E'
¥
i

L 2l ol

: )
La-3 9
.é .

g B
N iy v Y

Sends Message
To Conqguere

France Specially Me

By JAMES M. LONG

LONDON, August 18-(#)-The allied-controlled United Na=
tions radio at Algiers told the people of occupied Europe Wed=
nesday night to perfect their preparations “for the day you will
head the call of the sllied high command” on the eve of the in-

The broadcast, recorded by the Associated Press, said that
although “we are obviously not going to reveal where the next
blow will fall,” the people of “the occupied country :
be the first to welcome the armies of liberation will be noti
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