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move which placed our forces well
jn. the rear of the enemy's re-
maining footholds in the central
Solomons. z

4% The surprise strategy was
gprung at a time when United
States jungle troops which cap-
tured the Munda airfield on New
GCeorgia Aug. 5 were prying loose
the last foothold of the enemy fo
the north of there. As this cam-
paign went forward, there had
been considerable speculation
that Vila would be the next Am-
erican objective.

“Our ground troops have seized
the island of Vella Lavella,” the
communique said, surprising and
capturing there approximately
350 enemy refugees.

“This places our forces north
of enemy positions at Vila on Ko-
lombangara island and renders its
continuous supply problematical.”

The capture of 350 Japanese
was a feat in itself, accenting the
degree of the surprise.

For the second itime in less
than a week, America’s big
bombers flew a reundirip eof

tercepting Zeros were shet
down.

Twelve other Japamese planes
were bagged over the northeast-
ern New Guinea base of Lae.

Fifteen miles below :Lae at the
ground front scene, American and
Australian jungle troops moving
slowly but relentlessly upon the
enemy air base of Salamaua have
killed more than 200. Japanese,
today's 'cpmmunique reported.

Vella Lavella island’s seizure
not only bypasses Japan's Air
base of Vila on Kolambangara,
but also poses a new threat at the
Bougainville sector in which are
four of the six air bases remain-
ing in enemy hands in the Solo-
mons. Among these is the biggest
one, Kahili. .

Vella Lavella is an island feed-
er base for Kélombangara and re-
cently Ameritan plane< and ships
have scored against enemy ship-
ping in that area. The third naval
battle to .occur. in the Solomons
since the current offensive opened
on June 30 fook place between
Vella Lavella -and Kolombangara.

In the raid of the big four-en-
gined bombetfs on Balikpapan, un-
dertaken for.the primary purpose
of asspgss the damage wrought
in the first raid, & 6,000 ton tank-
er was spotted and set afire.

The bombers also hit oil stor-
age tanks, 'rekindling firés still
smouldering from  the earlier at-
tack. As on the previous raid, all
the bombers got back safely.

The air battle near Lae occur-
red in the same vicipily of an-
other one Sunday, a day on which
Japan lost 48 planes in sky fights.
In Monday’s battle, a force of 25
enemy dive bombers and fighters
were intefcepted by allied high
altitude fighters. In addition to
the 12 Japil‘i—ebo planes definitely
downed, two others were listed in
the communigue as probably de-
stroyed.

"FDR Returns
From 3-Day
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kota and Illingis, but worked in
some talis with siate party lead-
ars. - T 7
Describing - the latter talks as
only. “ingifental,” he said he told
the party men that it was “much
too éarly to talk politics,” and that
#t was the *better part of wisdom

Walker said most of the lead-
ers agreed with him that the
American people are not politi-
cally. minded now, but that the
“minority party does not seem to
sgree with me”™

Council Unable
To Elect After
Fourth Ballot
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city warehouse. After some sharp
words had been spoken as to rooi-
ing contractors, it developed that
the leaks which have caused some
damage are in the concrete parapet
walls and not in the roof.

If it were left to a matter of |
free bidding, city departments
might go heatless this winter. Re-
corder Al Mundt reported no bids
to supply the city with wood fuel
in response to advertising. He was
instructed to solicit bids in person.

Investigation of the excessive
dimness of North High street be-
tween State and Chemeketa was
ordered, on motion of Alderman
Armstrong.

A regolution for vacation of an
alley in University addition, and
an ordinance correlating the salary
hschedule: withi the - recently-ap-
p'roved budget, received first read-

ed Army Js
Driving Ahead
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Contending armies on this curving
100 mile front were fighting
through dense forests and swamps.
Before sweeping forward to
Zhizdra the Russians captured the
rail station of Zikyeeve, a paint
40 miles northeast of Bryanask
on the Moscow-Bryansk railroad.
" Advancing 6% miles northwest
the Red forces broke into Zhizdra
t'which is only 120 miles southeast
‘of Smolensk, Sunday evening, said
the midnight communigue as re-
corded by the Soviet monitor,

Fighting continued through the
streets and houses of the town the
‘entire night. The communique said
the -town now is cleared of Ger-
F ~ In the Bryansk, Soviet sappers
‘were comnmerndded for discovering
and prendering harmiless 370,000
mines placed by the enemy and
for quickly restoring bridges dam-
aged by the Germans., More than
130 populated localities were taken
by Russian troops on this front.

w_hw Dean
New Labor Board Head

- AWASHINGTON, Aug. 15 —~(®
The appointment of Profl. E. M.

Morgan, acting dean of Harvard
law school, as chairman of the
war labor board's war shipping
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Niesen, Alan Hale, Joan Leslie,
Frances Langford, L.t Ronald
Reagan, other stage and screen
personalities and 350 other sol-
diers of the US army.

Box office sales were “good,”
Theatre Manager Carl Porter told
the ticket sales commitiee Mon-
day, but Monday night when
Cherrian selling teams had re-
ported that there were but- 160
of the $5.50 reservations left, that
the $2.75 seats were gone and that
the $1.10 ducats were apparenfly
to become as popular, he fore-
saw a possible sellout of the house
today, when representatives of
war activities committees of Sa-
lem women's organizations are to
take a hand, helping the Cher-
rians “clean up” their, self-allot-
jed task. When the ticket for the
last. seat in the house is sold, no
more will be offered. .

Working Monday from the
Cherrian organization were Orval
Lama, Frank Earnest, C. Fred
Carstensen, Jim Beard, Charles
H. Huggins, Breyman Boise, Ken-
neth Perry, Hunt Clark and Em-
mett Kleinke.

Silverton Dam
Bids Invited
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laying and general - completion.
Temporary dam structure was es~
timated at $9000.

City Manager E. K. Burfon, just
returned from a consultation in
Portland with the war production
board and with the Cunningham
engineers, who have handled most
of the-engineering jobs for the city
of Silverton, revealed that not
only are there funds on hand for
the building of the dam, but all
materials are awvailable now in
Portland.

Joseph A. Ditter
Age 71

- SUBLIMITY-—Joseph A. Ditter,
71, long-time resident of this com-
munity, died on' Mpnday, The
funeral services have been set for
Thursday, August 19, at § am.
Surviving relatives include the
widow, Anna R. Ditter; children,
G Hendricks of Sublimity,
Frank Roser of Gervais, Mrs.

panel was announced by the

board Monday night.

A. G. Levermann, Louis, Regina

and Isabelle of Aumsville.
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- Missed the Corner Drug Store
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Beaches, ports,  roads, bridges,
railways and shipping in the Mes-
sina strait area were under con-
stant attack by swarms of fight-
ers and fighter-bombers. Two
Seibel ferries were hit, one ex-
ploding, and damaging near

employed in shuttling German

m and supplies across the
Jury Chosen,

Layton Trial =
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bably will be given at the affer-
noon session.

District Attorney Spaulding, who
questioned each juror searching-
ly as to possible prejudice against
capital punishment will ask the
extreme penalty of the law if he
obtains a conviction. The last trial
resulting in a hanging in Polk
county was recorded in 1888.

Little interest is being exhibited
50 far in the proceedings here.
About 75 turned out for the morn-
ing session but by the time Lay-
ton shed his dark glasses in the
early afternoon, only a scattered
handful remained. Greater inter-
est is expected later in the week
when the trial gets down to key
testimony.

Jurors

-y

chosen are, from Dal

meat dealer; J. E Clayton, retired;
John Friesen, merchant; Gladys
Dunn, housewife; LaVerne Fergu-
son, housewife; Nannie E. Bennett,
route one, housewife; from Falls

lem, route one, Sarah A. Hackett,

Reds Engage
40 Per Centg

misses were scored on other craft| .

g

- I\ 2"
: i = ‘.
t I A S
n &
. ! =t £
L, atlns i - " i3
from “War !

-

B

whelming victory over both

~

rector James F.|

many and Japan, but I am auth-

ik
i

;
|
|

TRLRLT

:
i

i

b

ﬂ
il
i

Eg

It

%

-

i

Ey

|
i

¥
£

I_,
£
L
e

2
i
f

!

f
X - AL L™

4 o - & ¥, i -% - ' B
- L BT A

i . 3 4 ;

Bl I "

{ = * s ol B3

- = R-4-5 M d

e e L }
w By

L

}%

|
!

i
i

z
il

1
g
!l'-

:
Y
gl

£
E.
j
|
]

i

f

|

f{

"sﬁﬂ!
Fl,"l
i'grg
Hi EEE
HE
Hih

T
1
:
if
|

|

i

§
i

fif
i

b
El
ERg
Freg

I

g
|
i

:
3

|

:
i
g

4

1

»
| ]
<

[fisk
H

E

:
!
i

l:t'

g87

o

esgities, In comnection with
study to stabilize the cost of liv-to medify the deathf penalty. Skagit-Linn
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