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Decentralization

Food Administrator Marvin Jones has ap-
pointed a lame duck congressman, William L.
Nelson of Missouri, to help him revise the coun-
try’s food program. Right off Mr. Nelson, who
lesarned the vice of centralization the hard way
—through political defeat at the last election—
says he is going fo “give the folks back home”
greater responsibility in running_future farm

The people at home can carry greater re-
sponsibility, if they are given authority too.
The local ration boards and the local selective
service boards have functioned successfully,
with a minimum of complaint and friction. They
are the real “shock troops” on the home front.
Further decentralization in war administration

Lg%~ is urgently needed.
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However, a certain amount of unification is
indispensable. Decisions which are nation-wide
must be made by one agency. Thus the alloca-
tion of critical materials like steel, tin, alumin-
um, copper cannot well be_entrusted to local
groups simply because they could not know all
facts or be able to balance supplies against more
urgent demands. In the case of farm machinery
the war food administration can indicate the
probable need, but WPB must make the final
decision on the amount of steel that can be

the same patience, the same toughness of body
and of character, and the same hope of ultimate
allied assistance kept the Chinese in the war.

That decision was fortunate for us:; because
we will need China in the final battle with Jap-

County Fair Prosperity .
The county fairs, which for years have oper-
ated on short shoestrings, with always a gamble
on weather, crowds and costs, are in the money,
along with railroads, street car lines and ex-
WPA workers. They are even worse off (or
better off) than civilian workers in booming

industries, because they cannot spend their
accumulating wealth at all, for few are holding

terials. So the fairs are salting their share away
waiting till the end of the war when they can
resume their annual shows.

Don't worry about' fair boards having diffi-
culty in disposing of this war-accumulated sur-
plus. There never was a county fair that didn’t
need, or want, more-money to spend. Usually
major repairs and painting are urgently needed;
rarely does the income stretch to pay premiums,
normal operating costs and then provide for

maintenance and improvements. Probably most

of the $123,700 distributed by the secretary of
state to state recognized shows and county fairs
will be used for repairs and betterments of a
permanent nature. That will help dress up the
fairs for a term of wyears at least.

No Call-Back !
Senator Barkley has turned thumbs down on

yards wide). Our bombers can close that pass and
cutoﬂawnazidefenaeinlhlyumnuthey
get into Italian mainland airfields.

The only other possible German supply routes
torddﬂueunnorthltllhnuilnmwaiu-
erland, and the neutral Swiss have promised to
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