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eavy Beating
On All Fronts

" General Montgomery
~ Says Germans in
Sicily Are Doomed
B‘ RICHARD McMURRAY
- Associated Press War Editor

- An American sea thrust be-
Aind German lines shattered ax-
+is Jines in north Sicily, and the

‘British, driving around Mt. Et-
‘na, advanced to within seven
“miles of Randazzo Monday

.might where a decisive and final
battle of the shrinking Messina
-bridgehead was shaping up.

Advancing nine to 15 miles and
enveloping 100 villages, the
Russians struck within 12 miles
of Kharkov, capturing Latina on
the north. The great Ukrainian
industrial center was in artillery
range and all but isolated.

Other Red army groups thun-
‘dered toward Bryansk, a rail hub
75 miles west of Orel, gaining up
to seven miles and 80 populated
-places. The shaken Germans said
another big scale Russian offen-
sive had opened against Smolensk,
from the region southwest of Vy-
azrma. Smolensk is in the Napo-
leonic corridor of retreat, 240 miles
southwest of Moscow..

With Munda already captured,
Gen, MacArthur's planes bombed
Japanese bases all the way from
Vila in the central Scolomons to
Amboina, former Dutch naval base
600 miles northwest of Australia
—showering a total of 224 tons of
high explosives on Amboina, Sala-
maua, Bairoko and Vila, the four
principal targets. MacArthur's
headguarters said in today’s noon
communique that fires and explo-
sions caused heavy damage at
Salamaua, the enemy’s base on
the northeast coast of New Guinea.

Censorship veiled the seethings
within Italy and Germany, but
there was no doubt that Europe
was in a political crisis.

General Montgomery, Eighth

army commander, declared: “The
Germans in Sicily are doomed.
The days of the Boche in Sicily
pre numbered.”-
- The American amphibious ope-
ration trapped hundreds of pris-
oners. It utterly surprised the
Germans and rolled them back to
Cape Orlando, 43 miles from
Mestina, the escape port two miles
from Italy. San Agata and San
Fratello fell. The Americans also
seized Cesaro after an eight-mile
advance, collapsing completely the
Germaan dine to San Agata. Britons
whipping nine miles up the east
coast took the port of Acireale,
42 miles south of Messina. They
charged high up the slopes of vol-
canic Mt. Etna to take San Maria
de Licodia. .

A column moving around the
west side of the two-mile high
mountain was imminently threat-
ening Randazzo, which the Amer-
icans have dubbed “razzie-dazzle.”
. The tiny hamlet commanding a
mountain pass had been virtually
blown off its hilltop on the north-
west rim of Mt. Etna by allied
air attack by night and day. The
Germans faced entrapment be-
tween the American and British
columns and it*was possible-that
the savage air assaults had made
the pass untenable, if not impas-
sable.

Already there were signs of
evacuation from Sicily. Again the
allied communique said “enemy
troops and shipping in the Mes-
sina strait were attacked through-
out last night by our light bomb-
ers.” The straits are but two miles
across to Italy at their narrowest
point, and®the waters deep and
the current is swift. Other planes
bombed and strafed railways,
roads and bridges of the southern
Italian mainland.

Three flights of allied planes
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Reds Closing
Encirelement

In the Kharkov area the Rus-

any freat God should-not be dif-
ficuli to receive.
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Patience as well as artistry is
represented in those objects, per-
haps particularly in the three-foot
replica of a Chinese temple, which

is said to be authentic. The cent-
ral unit of a display of colorful

Chinese dolls and cloisonine min-

iatures, it contains more than 70

pieces assembled without use of
a nal. Carefully slotted and fit-
ted together, it represemts count-
less hours of labor by the Chinese

craftsmen, and

its portals are

guarded by a beautiful example of
the Chinese potter’s art, the blue
dog of the temple.

Kidnaped Baby

Returned Alive

In Good Health
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moming hours Ii Tuesday.

Police suspected kidnaping, al-
though no ransom note was re-
ceived. They launched a search
for a childless woman who might
have stolen the baby for her own.

The entire area around Albany
was thoroughly searched by police
and volunteer citizens, aided by
military police from nearby Camp
Adair. But always the trail was
cold.

Countless tips were reported
te police headguarters, where
authorities pressed their search
for the infant. None of the early
tips proved amthentic.

When the baby’'s disappearance
was first-discovered, it was be-
lieved she was taken from the
hospital by a person who entered
via a fire escape that leads to a
sun-room on the same floor as the
nursery,

Police later abandoned the
theory because the escape was
overgrown with vines. State Police
Sergeant Earl Houston said it
would have been impossible for
a person to carry the baby down
the escape.

The grief-stricken mother ap-
pealed by préss and radio for a

result of infantile paraysis, was

a result of the shock.

ransom as a motive for the baby's
dispppearance, pointing out that
the father, W. B. Gurney, was a
man of only modest means. He is
head of the AF of L. Veneer and
Plywood Workers local union of
Albany.

The father, in a radio broadcast
over northwest stations last week,
pleaded for the infant’s safe re-
tumn.
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sians had taken Kupyevkha, 40
miles northwest of Kharkov and
52 miles from Sumy on the Khar-
kov-Sumy railroad. The Russians
appeared to be closing in steadily

Nazis Reel
Under Blows

along a wide front on Sumy, an
important nazi communications
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center,

The Moscow radio ansounced |
that two Russian officers, Gener-
als Apanssenka and Gurtyev, had
been killed in action leading
troops on the Orel - Belgorod
front. Gen. Apanasenka, 51, for-
merly was with the red army in
the far east. He led a Cossack unit !
in the Belgorod fighting. Maj.
Gen. Gurtyev, one of the heroes
of Stalingrad, died in the fighting
at Orel, the announcement said.

Great quantities of men and
material were involved in the
Kharkov battle, and the Germans
apparently were retiring in haste.
The Russians reported capturing |
212 tanks, 139 guns, 96 mortars,
323 machine guns and 618 trucks
in two days of fighting.

The Russians said they cap-
tured more than 100 populated
places in their Kharkov drive,
while 80 more were taken in the
advances west of Orel.

Among the places listed as ta-
ken in the special communique,
recorded by the soviet monitor,
were Latina, 12 miles north of
Kharkov, and Nikitovka, 30 miles
due west of the city. The twin
captures showed the red armies
were conceined with more than
capture of the city. They also
want to trap all nazi forces in the
area, or compel the city to fall
by evacuation.

Other towns taken to the north
included Kirova, 14 miles west of
Kromim and Shapava, 22 miles
west of Orel, and Milovoye, 25
miles west of Orel.

Even the Germans admitted the
red armies were doing *utmost”
to capture Kharkov from the
northwest and German troops
were “facing no easy situation,™
the Berlin radio reported. The
Germans said the Russians were
attacking with great masses of ar-
tillery and tanks and “strong re-
serves.”

The Russian communigue said
80 German planes were shot down
yesterday on all fronts.

Means Talked
Of Lessening
Polio Spread
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demic (and these cases in this
area cannot be said to have
reached epidemic proportions)
many persons become infected
with this virus, but only a small
proportion are made ill. In a still
smaller proportion, the fliness is
accompanied by muscular weak-
ness or some degree of paralysis.
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Catania and pushed on toward
Taormina, a harbor and road
junction behind the German cen-
ter.

The allies moved ever closer to

Messina. Acireala is 42 miles from
that escape port, Cesaro is 48
miles and San Agata is 50.

American Warhawks and Spit-

fires provided air cover for the
amphibious American forces
which landed Saturday night on
Atolls at Torrenoya, three miles
east of San Agata. The Spitfires
knocked down seven axis fighter-
bombers over San Agata to ac-
count for all the enemy planes
reported destroyed in air combat
yesterday.

US fleet units provided escort

for the sea movement.

The doughboys cut the coastal

highway, wiped out a convoy of
trucks which was moving rein-
forcements toward San Agata,
capturing 300 prisoners
process, and — in conjunction with
the ground forces attacking from

in the

The Messina escape hatch was
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any enemy-caused loss to allied
planes in any of the major ope-
rations. Over New Britain, how-

tors dropped 36 tons of bombs at
night on Amboina, the former
Dutch naval base, causing fires and
explosions that were visible many
miles away. Large fires also were
set on the Doela air field in the
Kai island, 500 miles north of
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omons, northwest to New
Britain, powerful enemy air and
sea base,

Court Signs
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her from stepping out of the war
would be removed. -

A German press declaration
that Germany now faces a “heavy

ciones reported that an announce-
ment would be forthcoming that
Italy will “continue in the war”

fore.” Moreover, the correspon
dent said, the battle on the east-

Premiere!

Wednesday Evening
at 8:30, August 18th
Sponsored by Citi-
zen’s Commitiee of

SEE THE BOM
RAIN ON TOKY |

ernment dispatches were brought ; j
by fighter planes. Urgent mes- |8 Salem for the Benefit 1
secial telephone and_ teiegraph || ©f Army Emergency __
wires in his train on a Canadian Reb‘ef! -
Pacific railway siding at the .




