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Closed Meetings

Eugene Allen, who campaigned for the
Portland school board on a platform of open
which the board adopted, providing for closed
meetirigs when the board considers the election
of a city superintendent. Now some of the pa-
pérs are panning him and the board for shutting
out the press.

The papers are wrong. They are making a

fetish of “open covenants openly arrived at” .

On matters as intimate as personalities of can-
didates the board members will not speak free-
ly if reporters are on hand to set down every
word. It may be dandruff on one applicant’s
coat collar, or halitosis in another, or & silly wife
in the case of a third. Trivialities, yes; but fac-
tors that are taken into account. The bigger the
job, the more impeccable must be the man who
is chosen.

The rule for business only at open board
meetings may work to make private deals more
secretive "than in closed board meetings. The
way is open for the clever or designing to build
up a following which can rush through a deal
when the board does meet. A telephone call, a
luncheon, a private session in an office or hotel
room—there are many dark alleys for commun-~
ication.

When the board meets privately the whole
field can be canvassed and members can speak
their minds freely. The interchange of opinion
is more natural, and hence more healthy. There
are sure to be leaks, but the information hits no
headlines, and causes no injury. ~ :

All of Oregon has an interest in the choice
of the Portland school board, because the city
superintendent of Portland becomes, by virtue
of his position, one of the leaders in education
th the state. Upstate is therefore interested
that a man of ability and high character be chos-
en who will be a source of strength in the cause
of public education in Oregon; and we don't
care how many closed meetings the board holds
if it finds the right man for the job.

Peace Brokers

There is buzzing at every corner grocery—
or shall we say bazaar?—in the neutral Medit-
erranean world. Ankara, Istanbul, Madrid,
Spanish Morocco become listening posts and
trading posts; to say nothing of Berne and far-
off Stockholm. The diplomatic fixers become
active; and the whisperers in chaneelleries, the
buttonholers in corridors, the gentry on the
fringes of power who swarm like bees when
the seats of the mighty are overturned. Every-
one wanis now to become the broker in the deal
between bankrupt Italy and the triumphant

United Nations—and each expects the broker’s |

fee.

Volunteer negotiators and cafe gossips buzz
with a fresh air of importance or mask their
faces in a disguise of self-importance. Rumors
of peace fly as thick as rumors of war, most of
them born of the wind and borne ot the wind.

The world has seen the death of an era—
Italian fascism; but the estate remains to be ad-
ministered. Its debts excepd its assets; but the
assets are considerable. And Italy. wants to
continue as a going business; wants quickly to
hang up the sign: “Open for business under new
management.” The clerks and flunkeys want to
stay; so they grope for new patrons and cast off
the labels of past affiliations.

We are suspicious of all the go-betweens
and in-betweens. Too often they serve them-
selves as they seek to serve the principals, one
or both. The best suggestion noted is that ne-
gotiations be left with General Eisenhower, If
“unconditional surrender” is the gateway to
peace, let the Italian king or premier address
his plea for a truce to the general. Then it will
be known as a surrender to military power, not
a “negotiated peace” with the victor traded out
of his gains.

The foreign section of OWI failed to shift
gears fast enough, so Pres. Roosevelt gives it a
rap for referring to the king of Italy as a “mor-
onic little king.” But OWI wasn't far off the
beam. He is an insignificant individual, with no
force of character, commanding respect only be-
cause of his title. Temporarily he serves as a
constitutional symbol of government, but that
is all. He may be useful in preserving order in
Italy now; but with any strong and representa-
tive government he would be merely a decora-
tion, and not very pretty at that.

The state highway commission suspended
for ten days the log-hauling permits of 12 truck-
ers who were guilty of overloading. The crack-
down is timely for such offenses have been fre-
quent and flagrant. If we are going to keep our
roads in decent condition during the remainder
of the war this overloading will have to stop.
About the best repair job the highway depart-
ment can do now is to enforce the weight laws.
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grain and hay with fruit and hops
crops; or even with conditions 15
Growing of flax, of small seeds, of sugar
seed, of grasses, of potatoes, and certification
of products to obtain the best markets have been
in large measure the result of the encofirage-

passing.

In some way a memorial to George Hyslop
should be established, preserving the name and
fame of one who quietly yet efficiently labored
to help Oregon agriculture. :
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The raid on Wake island was just enpugh to
wake up the Japs now in possession. We hope
it will not be long until our navy puts them to
sleep for good. '

Editorial Comment

From Other Papers
A PLANNING LIST

Speaking again of planning we call attention to
a check-list for post-war planners prepared by
Fred A. Cuthbert. Mr. Cuthbert was formerly a
member of the faculty of the University of Oregon
and planning consultant for the league of Oregon
cities. Now, as those who have kept in touch with

local housing programs will remember, he is with

the national housing agency and is known to many
in Bend for the assistance he has been giving in
the promotion of new housing developments here.
Here is Mr. Cuthbert’s list:
L. Land Planning
a:. Parks and parkways.
b. Replatting unbuilt land and blighted areas
into neighborhoods for better living.
¢. Centralized parking.
d. Airport development.
e. New streets, arterials, by-passes.
2. Pu Building Planaing
. City hall.
. Fire stations.
Police stations.
. Library.
. Auditorium.
Schools.
. Community buildings.
. Jail,
3. Commercial Development
a. Transportation terminal facilities.
b. Hotels.
c. Amusement centers.
d
e
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. Hospitals.
. Store groupings and market centers.
4. Industrial Deveiopment—Required Research
a. Locality resources: climatic, agricuitural,
timber, mineral, power.
b. Transportation facilities—traffic studies.
c. Potential labor supply.
d. Housing facilities.
5. Civic Beauty
a. Civic ornament.

d. Sewer system.

e. Sewage and garbage disposal.
7. General Improvements and Eepair

a. Sidewalks,

b. Street paving.

¢. Recreation equipment.

d. Street grading and drainage.

e. Street widening.

{. Street intersection improvements,
8. Ciiy Planning and Zoning N

a. Preparation or restudy of master plan.
b. Preparation or restudy of zoming ordin-
ance.
c. Preparation or restudy of building code,
d. Consideration of urban, rural
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The War News R

By KIRKE L. SIMPSON

“constitutional normality” but

’with its ties with naxi Germany

Notonlyh.hmﬁnrdi'-

cismm, Benito Mussolini, gone
down, unwept, unhonored and

:
:

on. the British left flank, have S:30—News

stormed through half & dozem

towns on the Termini-Nicosia ':E“ of the News
highway, with the Canadians $45 US Navy Band.
pressing in on Agira; from the Mﬁg{%f‘“

The fall of any of these towns, ﬂ;:r -"'“':

8. Stefano, Nicosta or Agirs, but {{..q..ig‘_“"“""
the center of the axis defense numm'm
front ringing the inshore base of 5
towering Mount Etna from Cat- 3135 Joint Recital

anaia to S. Stefano. lm.ﬁ'ﬂ-
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marking time. It is 3:15—Johnson
pinning powerful and highly Ja8 S Report
mobile axis armered forces to ‘“_“'“

4:30—Rainbow Rendezvous.
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