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Peace Talks
Are Hinted

€ (Continued from Page 1) ©

open secret he was not the Italian
first choice for the job. Rome ap-
parently wished to send am am-
bassador who was known to be
pro-allied but™ the Germans pre-
vented it and Guariglia was sent
instead.

The new Italian foreign minister
is not known as pro-allied but his

_ “enthusiasm for the fascist party

has cooled considerably. He was
considered a compromise choice
between the original nominee and
a red hot party member.

There were rumors that Musso-
lini's som-in-law, Count Galeazzo
Ciano, now envoy to the Vatican,
would come to Turkey to succeed
Guariglia as ambassador.

Swiss Report
Little Civil War

BERN, July 27-(# -Fighting
between die-hard fascist elements
and Italian troops was reported in
Milan Tuesday night as Swiss
telegraphic agency dispatches from
the Italian frontier declared—

without official confirmation—that |

the new Italian regime was “dis-
cussing the conditions of an armis-
tice” with the allies in Rome.
Some reports described the out-
break of fighting in Milan as min-
iature civil war, although so far as
could be learned the outbreak of
fascist militia resistance there was
merely an isolated instance.

The Swiss agency said that- it
was “generally believed” that
Marshal Pietro Badoglio and his
aides had established contact with
the allies in Rome through the
British and American representa-
tives to the Vatican.

The Swiss agency report was
the latest of a growing series of
rumors and reports filtering across
the border in the past 24 hours,
and it lacked econfirmation from
any official sources.

Italian newspapers reaching
Switzerland said 74 anti-fascist
political prisonérs had been re-
leased during rioting around the
jail in Milan by anti-fascists.

In outbreaks Monday nine fas-
cists, among them a militiaman,
were shot or: stabbed to death
and 40 serionsly wounded while
more than 100 were injured to a
lesser degree in Milan.

The newspaper Corriere Della
Sera editorialized that:

“Soon every Italian will be
called on for the honor
of deciding if he wants to be a
free citizen of Free Italy.”

Travelers from Italy said the
Corriere Della Sera's morning
edition had been seized three

hours after Iits appearance and:

suppressed “because it contained
an article considered imoppor-
fune.”

Fascisis equipped with rifles,
machineguns, and bombs barri-
caded themselves in buildings in
Plinio street in Milan tonight and
were continuing “sporadic and
hopeless” resistance, the travelers
told Swiss correspondents.

The Italian army had complete-
ly taken over in Milan and is in
possession of almost all fascist
headquarters throughout the city
although some members had en-
trenched themselves and ex-

District offices at Spokane,
Seattle and Portland, formerly su-
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Soviets Push
In Upon Orel,
Three Sides
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ulated places were occupied here.
The soviet advance continued.

South of Orel—The Germans
fought bitterly to hold on to in-
termediate lines but were forced
to back down from one position
after ancther. Over 1000 Germans
were wiped out in two days' fight-
|ing here as 26 tanks were de-
stroyed. .

The Germans were fighting
desperately for the strategic Orel-
Bryansk railway, their one main
supply line from the west, and
Moscow dispatches tonight said
the closest point the Russians had
reached to that line remained
Studenkovo, five miles to the
north.

Considerable improvement of
Russian positions in the Belgorod
| area, south of Orel, was reported
‘iby the soviet communique which
| said the fighting continued to be
| of local importance.

In fighting north and east of
Mga, which is 30 miles southeast
of Leningrad, the Russians also
reported improvement in their
positions. It was the first Russian
acknowledgement of renewed
fighting in the north despite Ger-
man reports that a Russian of-
fensive was under way here.

Ninety German tanks were dis-
abled or destroyed -and 44 Ger-
man planes brought down
throughout thée day on -the long
Russian front, . the communique
said. ' b

German explanations, broadcast
by Berlin radio and 1L by
the Associated Press, 'were that
the nazis aimed lo “exBaust Rus-
sian strength by centinual battle™
—a new role for the exponents of
lightning war—and were not in-
terested in territorial .gains but
in safeguarding occupied territory
to make it economically profif-
able.

Gen. Kurt Dittmar, German ra-
dio commentator, said soviet re-
“almost Inex-

:

concentrated bombing of that
area. The day before 137 tons of
bombs were dropped in the hea-
viest single day's assault on Sala-
maua.

Liberators and Mitchells in the
largest number ever used against
Salamaua made yesterday's at-
tack, which lasted only about 35
minutes,

Groups of the bombers went in,
one after another, and delivered
a sustained pounding. Scarcely
four minutes elapsed between the
time one flight of bombers left
until the next one was over the
target.

Such reinforcements must
been made under cover of dark-
ness across the narvow Kula gulf.
Attempts to aid Munda have re-
sulted in the sinking of at least
17 Japanese warshipa
While the ground fighters strug-
gled forwand the afr service con-
tinued its softening up process by
dropping 82 tons of bombs
day on gun positions and
targets around the large base.
LONDON, Wednesday, July 28
—~#)—-The axis-controlled radio at
again Tuesday night, '
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was described as a regular daily
feature in which the opinions of
American commentators are quo-
ted to inform the British of the
views of the American press and

President Roosevelt said he
liked very much what he had read
of Prime Minister Churchill’s

E

much too old to have reactions.
Neither would he comment on a
London report that Mussolini
might eventually be delivered to
the allies as & war criminal. He
asked himself many such hypo-
thetical questions, he said, and he
was wise enough not to give him-
self an answer.

President Roosevelt said that
when Rome was bombed last
week he had no intimation that
Mussolini would make his exit.

In a cursory reading of ex-
tracts from Churchill’s speech,
Hull said, he found no material
difference between it and his own
comments. Churchill had saild
war “from every quarter™
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m:d umfhlh-:hu-’d,
already gone out to -allied | ‘Bemito E Finito -
commanders. NEW YORK, July 27.~{#)-The <
The consequence of such a deci- | latest Italian wisecrack, scrawled ' |
sion by the Jallans, he continued | under pictures of Mussolini and |
“will be that in the next few| painted on fascist walls, said -~ - N
months Italy will be seared and | BBC, recorded by NBC: |
scarred and blackened from one| “Benito E Finito™ : {
end to the other™ |
Churchill said he did not doubt |[allied armies could bring to them |
but that the main wish of the Ital- | “relief from war, freedom from
ian people was to be “quit.of their | gervitude, and after an interval, a 1
German taskmasters” and to re- | respectable peace in a new and re- |
vive their democratic and pariia- | secured Europe.” ,
mentary " *“The choice in their hands™ |
If they so elected, he said, the|he added. |
At such a junction, he advised,
the best course was o let the Ital-
I)eath Fast fans “stew in their own juice for a |
bit” and to *hot upon the fire” un-
43 D til the allies obtained frem Ifaly
I[I l‘d ay the indispensable requirements for
carrying on the war against the
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