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Second Front

A second front has been opened on the
nazis, and not by any of the United Nations.
It has been opened by a group of Germans
themselves, a group of German refugees nnd
war prisoners in Russia who joined in a mani-
festo proposing plans for a post-war Germany.

" Admitting that “the war is lost already,”
the manifesto declares that “Germany must not
die,” and drops 2 hint for action in the sentence:
“The army. must play a decisive part.” The im-
portant part of the manifesto is its proposal for
establishment of a democratic German govern-
ment, “without the weakness of the Weimar re-
public.” It calls also for the “lawful and un-
merciful trial” of those responsible for the war,
but recommends amnesty for Hitler's followers
who denounce him and join the movement for
a free Germany. ’

Granted that the group is small and now
powerless, it still is heartening to know that the
spirit of freedom still is breathed by some Ger-
mans, and that they are looking forward to
the time when they can create for themselves
, a government based on freedom rather than
1 forceé and militarism.

The German army may, at the time it deems
proper, take over authority and ask for an arm-
istice, as it did in the first world war. But the
generals are not the ones to govern Germany.
One difficulty both for Germany and Italy is
the lack of any organization of men of liberal
temper who might undertake the tasks of gov-
ernment. The group in Russia who are bold
enough to speak out now may be a nucleus
around which men of similar mind may rally
and furnish a frame of leadership for the future
Germany.

News of this “second front,” if the names
bear any significance, may help adulterate loy-
alty within Germany, which is necessary before
there could be internal collapse. The alternate
of a democratic Germany may carry wider ap-
peal within that country than we dream of. The
4 Russians were smart in allowing Pravda, the
B soviet newspaper, to publish the manifesto.

*Now Is the Time’ -

State capitol news includes a report that the

board of control has authorized the purchase of
used cars, new cars no longer being available.
This news highlights the growing difficulties in
motor transportation. The country has been
skating along on its stocks of cars in hands of
private owners when the order came fo cease
automobile manufacture, and the stocks in
dealers’ hands at that time. The latter have
passed into the former class almost completely.
Meantime cars are wearing out and some are
being wrecked. The state, whose employes have
; to do a vast amount of travel by motor car, is
F now forced to turn to owners of used cars to
i obtain necessary replacements.
; Going along by the used car lots one has
4 been surprised to see the number of cars of late
model and good appearance. These cars come
in considerable numbers from men who are
drafted and sell their cars before leaving. As
time goes on the supply of good cars must dwin-
dle. What will be done then? ]

If necessary, cars might be taken from those
using them for non-essential purposes. The Ore-
gonian suggests there may be many cars up on
: blocks for the duration. If so, they should be
! turned in on the present high market and put to

work. Then there may be many who have little
» wuse for a car, who would be willing to sell it to

some one with real need.

The couniry has not reached the stage of
desperation where it must round up second-
hand cars as it did aluminum pots and iron

b kettles. But no automobile in good condition
- should be kept in its stall unused for weeks at
a time.
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‘optimism was needed. So he gave an injection of
high-powered joy-talk that at least helped bal-
v 1gh assuredly those in possession of the most
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A dismal picture, though the part about
raising flowers and the closing of arsenals is not
calculated to horrify peace-loving Italians. But
that about the hotels being thronged with Eng-'
lish and American tourists positively was the
wrong slant. The Italians would be delighted to
entertain tourists, as of yore—and little dis-
turbed at the thought that some would not be
stricly sober.

Decentralization

War production authorities are finally learn-
ing to take the jobs to the labor supply rather
than to shift labor to the jobs. The proposed
pilot plant to get alumina from clay may dodge
Portland and Longview, where the labor is now
fully emploved, and go to Cottage Grove, where
labor could probably be obtained. The Boeing
Aircraft company is completing a branch plant
at Aberdeen and plans seven more branches in
smaller cities from Bellingham to Chehalis.

This decentralization of industry will have
beneficial effect. Not only will further conges-
tion in great centers be avoided, but better
working conditions will. be obtained in the
smaller communities.

Bombing of any city is shocking to Ameri-
can ideals; and Americans have not engaged in
bombing merely as a reprisal on the'enemy, but
rather to destroy points of military value. That
was true in the bombing of Tokyo, and has been
true in the bombing of German and French ci-
ties. Extreme care -was exercised in dropping
bombs in Rome. The bombers flew over in broad
daylight, had their targets clearly marked for
them, and avoided areas of réligious or histori-
cal interest. If the Italians do not want more
bombs to fall on Rome, they can declare it an
open city and it will be unmolested.

United Mine Workers and its president
John L. Lewis have finally recognized the au-
thority of the war labor board by submitting
a wage contract for the board’'s approval and
expressing a willingness to appear before the
board. This ends the defiance by Lewis of a
government agency. However, Lewis can say
that since his former expression of disregard
for the board, congress has passed a law estab-
lishing its authority, which is true. But it is
something to have this maverik bulldogged by
law.

Here is one order that all loyal civilians
will comply with: no sales of turkeys to civil-
fans during August and September, while the
army and navy provide supplies for turkey din-
ners for soldiers and sailors on Thanksgiving
day and Christmas. The birds must be bought
early to make sure they reach Attu, New Zea-
land, Iceland and Iran by Thanksgiving time.

Interpreting the

War News

American pressure eastward om either will take
axis forces on the flank. An indicated 15-mile
further Canadian advance fromm the Ramacca re-

across the Messina strait light surface
There is virtually no airfield remaining open to
them in all Sicily.
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