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. cooking. This was particularly serious in Sicily,

where wood was scarce and expensive.

. %] am sure the Sitilians would welcome any in-
vasion which would get rid of the Germans,” he

said. “They hate them.”

One thing that we (a group of American corres-
pondents released from internment in Italy) did all
agree on was this: that Italians cordially disliked
the Germans and that this dislike was no tempor-
ary disagreement arising out of the strain of the
present war, but inherent, deep-rooted in the past,
when waves of German conguerors periodically
swept over the Italian peninsula; and intensified
by the dissimilarity of the German and Italian
temperaments . . .

Even most of the fascists bitterly resented the
way the nazis had moved in and taken control of
all of Italy . . . Parly leaders already realized that
the inability tor win decisive victories without Ger-
man aid was going to weigh against Italy in any
division of axis spoils . . . Mussolini himself was
reputed to be worried about this aspect of the sit-
uation: that Italy would have ruined herself econo-
mically and spilled much bleod only to have very
little reward for her effort in the end, because his
-armed forces had not been equal to the plans he
had conceived for them.

The fact remains that there is a huge Anglo-
American fifth column in Italy, many millions
strong, a great potential source of aid to ug if we
can only find a2 way to use it . . . And these fifth
columnists would be willing to work for us if we
were 1o give them help, but they are not going to
rise up and risk being killed in a revolt that does
not have at least a 75 per cent chance of success . ..

The Italians are an extremely old and disillu-
gioned race which has already lived through every
known phase of human development, including
triumphsdecadence, and disappointment . . . Now
they have turned to and prefer the simple life.
They work hard, go to bed early, drink-very little,
smoke very little, come home for dinner, go to
church on Sunday mornings, and fake a stroll in
the park on Sunday afternoons . . . But because
" Italians prefer the simple life does not mean they
are simple-minded, On the contrary, they are his-
torically over-sophisticated and ultra-cynical. Four-
teen hundred years of living under various conquer-
ors of one race or another has rubbed out much
of their idealism. Such fighting words as “liberty”
and “democracy” which so stir, American blood,
leave Italians unmoved. They are inclined to lock
out first and foremost for their skins and worry
about moral principles afterward . . .

Our Italian fifth column will certainly never re-
revolt if they think Russia will have anything
whatsoever to do with the occupation. The same is
true of the peoples of all the smaller countries
allied to the axis. It is even true of the Germans
themselves. We believe that a second front will
never divert a serious number of troops from the
Russian front on this account . . . If the Germans
ever believe they are hopelessly beaten, they will
try to hold the Russian line and let the Americans
and English occupy their country. —from “Balcony
Empire” by Reynolds and Eleanor Packard.

American and British occupation forces, the
dispatches say, have been welcomed with open
arms and rejoicing in Sicily. Such an event was
forecast, as the reader will have noted, by the
Packards in their book written just a year ago.
It is enlightening to read that our invaders’
welcome there is not, at least for the most part,
a reaction of defeatism culminating in the actu-
ality of defeat. On the contrary our forces are
welcomed as deliverers.

If the Packards' analysis is correct, a similar
welcome awaits us on the Italian mainland—
wherever the nazis and fascists are cleared out
—and it will be a sincere welcome, though not
too profound. To understand their reactions it
is necessary to understand the Italians.

They are individualists, who never were en-
thusiastic about fascism. It was tolerable only
because they were a patient people, and little
interested in politics. After all, Italy isn't Eng-
land or Ameri®a. “There’ll always be an Eng-
land.” There never has been an Italy, political-
Iy speaking. Something in the form of a na-
tion was created less than a century ago; only
yesterday, as history measures time. A notion
.needs pride; Italy in its brief national existence
hasn’t accumulated much cause for national
pride. American-British invasion doesn't shat-
ter anything Italians hold dear; on the contrary
it spells—as our chief spokesmen’s messages
have truthfully stated—deliverance. Let's not
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appear in this space several times weekly, al-
ternating with other material. Mallon will be
“on the job” again August 3.

Warfare in the Jungle

Our troops in New Guinea and the Solomons are

continent far more’ completely than do the lofty
ranges of the Andes mountains.

If no ftrails exist through this tropical forest,
the stony bed of a rushing stream, pouring down
a valley to the sea, is the only traversible way.
One splashes, slips and clambers up this stream
bed, with vines and prickly lianas, frequently
tangling with his head and body, and progress is
slow. With energy and good fortune, one may make
a dubious mile an -hour. Where man has to traverse
the jungle, he slashes a rude footpath, but this
be so hidden, winding and obscure that it can
followed only with help of a native guide.

In the deep jungle there is almost no life of any
kind. 1 have pushed through it for days at a time
and seen not a living thing; not an insect, nor a
rodent, nor even a reptile. The python, one of the
greatest of snakes, is found' in the jungles of the
eastern archipelago, but I think only where he can
find his food, which seems to be the wild pig and
the deer. In the jungle where such prey lives, the
python grows to extraordinary size. He has no poi-
son sac¢ but he has fangs with which he seizes the
victim as he encircles his coils. I know of one in-
stance where a python struck and badly lacerated
a man's shoulder before it was killed.

While this great snake is indigenous in the east-
ern archipelago, I am not informed as to its pre-
cise range. If the python is to be found in the for-
ests of New Guinga and the Solomon islands, we
may expect {o hear some remarkable snake stories
when our boys come home.

There are few flowers in the tropical forest. Oc-
casionally rare and beautiful orchids may lighten
the uniform mass of green with soft colors and rare
shapes that delight the eye. But while common in
some spots, ane may go days without seeing orchids
or any other flowers.

The soil in the tropical forest is uniformly moist.
t steams. The atmosphere is not only hot and hu-
mid, but there is almost no circulation of air. Even
the winds do not seem to send their breath
the indescribable wind-break of the forest itself.

The tropical forest is a quiet cover. It is singu-
larly and depressingly still. Only the luxuriant
vegetation which blocks one's every movement,
and which spreads irresistably and flourishes

Lo

saves one from the impression that nature is not
only silent, but sieeping.

What can be said for the human inhabitants of
the tropical forest? The real jungie has almost no
human denizens. But along stream banks or in
spotswhenmof.u-tthinswt,lndmmm
the sky, or whére man has made uncertain and
temporary conquests over it, there may be human
life. On the whole, dwellers in the tropical forest
are very few, and they are always primitive and
very lowly. Such are the sparsely scattered In-
dhmofﬂn!mdthemmmtor-
est is dominant men leave it largely alone.

ltthmauadjnmtiﬂch,meopennndmo
lglubrioul,wmthmuhﬂuybemll.mmh-
huhomeonthm.musthegrutmlndofNﬂ
Guinea, a thousand miles long, the first island in
duotthcwholeworld.ir\nuuptareenhnd.m-

sesses a very small population in proportion to i
great size, : »

ooldlenlnd:;urmhlveb.mhttl the jungle
“*e“ﬂﬂw-hmen,mdtoummm.
possible and movement very slow, “arduous and
dnnmmemumnndsotmeﬁobrhndm
totbee-sto!l‘lwl,mtﬂcklylnlnbihdby‘
interesting race of Melapesians. Correspondents
who accompanied our soldiers who have just land-
dm&ulﬂmwd&ed&lﬂtdtby
thmdedeMmh“M.

dlrkne-mﬁeloplt.btniththcm'
85 1 have experienced if, and knowing the difficul-
ties of movement and of sustaining life in a
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were bored with the subject
But they were not allowed to ig-
hurrying up and began talking

directive for the Mediterranean
front may already be outmoded
by events. i3

It would cause no surprise if
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