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tally ill has occurred im the past quarter-cen-
tury; and we can be sure that our government
will provide the best of care and treatment for
“the victims of “war madness.”

’l'heuiuo!nmuotLOnm pioneers on new
tion of Oregonians a short course in Oregon his-
tory. Someone recently confessed his ignorance
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in the towel without waiting for allied
fandings. Hitler will hardly waste much of his
strength

in defense of Italy whose usefulness -

passed with the loss of the Med-

: indications are that the attack has been
aﬂuﬂyplanned,hmuuntedinfuﬂstm;tb

and has been preceded by crippling bombard-
ment. So we can have little doubt as to the re-
sult, hopeful as we are for an early decision that

with the “beast of Berlin."
p——— ————————

History Is Long
. The Native Sicilian, if his memory ran back
to the beginnings of habitation on the island,

would experience little surprise as he looks up
to see British and American and Canadian

" troops landing on the shores of his island. For

he could remémber when the cruising Phoeni-
cians, many centuries before the birth of Christ
founded settlements on the west coast, one of
which is the modern Palermo; and he could re-
call the establishment of Greek colonies in the
eighth century, BC, of which Syracuse was
chief. He could remember when the Carthagin-
jans econtrolled the sea and established their
colonies on the island; and how it became a Ro-
man - provinece “during the second Punic war
(214-212 BC), the one in which the great math-
ematician and Physicist, Archimedes, was killed
when an ignorant soldier interrupted him in
his study.

This natiye of long memory could recall the

go. But the waters of the sea and the
above stay blue, the sirocco wind still b
across the narrow waters from the Sahara,
olives and grapes ripen in their season. British
and American and Canadian, trey too will pass,
like the Greeks, the Saracens, like Archimedes
and St. Paul. But Sicily will remain, with an-
other layer added t6 its already long history.

War Madness

. In the first world war they called it “shell

shock:” It was shattered nerves, supposed to

have been caused by the terrific concussion’

of exploding shells. But it was found that sol-
diers were afflicted similarly who had never
been near the front lines, and then it was at<
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en recently to a ship launched at Oregon Ship-
building yards. :
Smith, a native of New York, came to Oregon
from Iowa in 1852. He was both a lawyer and a
newspaper man ,and lost no time in becoming
active in Oregon affairs. He founded the Albany
Democrat, which survives as the Democrat Her-
ald, in 18353, was a member of the territorial
legislatiire of 1854-8, of the constitutional

con-

vention in 1857. He, with Gen. Joe Lane, was
con-

im

electa.:dtotheUSlmatebutthedehytin

Three children of Smith are still living—Vannie
Smith, Albany, one-time sheriff of Linn coun-
ty, Delazon Smiith, real estate man of Portland,
and Mrs. Thomas, formerly of Jefferson, now

This crack-up of Oregon democracy was not
healed. Grover, of the Salem clique, first con-
gressman, was defeated by Lansing Stout in the
state democratic convention, which widened the
breach between the Bush and Lane factions.
Grover was a protege of Bush's and served as
editor o the Statesman on occasion when Bush
was absént. And the republican party was on
the rise, led by the Portland Oregonian. Logan,
the republican candidate gave Stout a close call
in the general election.

When the legislature met on Sept. 10, 1880,

. it was campesed of 24 Douglas democrats, 18

Breckenridge-Lane democrats and ten repub-
licans. To prevent action six of the Lane fac-
tion hid out for about two Weeks, but were per-
suaded to return. Finally .the Douglas demo-
crats and republicans made a fusion, electing
James W. Neamith, a democrat of the Bush fac-
tion,nndldwudB.Baker,trlu\dotI&moln,
who had come to Oregon earlier in 1860 to
stump the state for his friend. Lane came home
lndisre;_mtebmunofrummthatbephnned
& secession movement for a “Pacific Republic.”
Grover later was twice elected governor and
once United States senator.

The full history of this period has never been
written, especially that dealing with the breach
between Bush and Lane. Bush long carried
Lane‘nmmc,‘uh_endoﬁheﬁckﬁﬁe&ihm
endorsed. The late Judge Carey, author of the
best history of Oregon attributed the break
to Lane's delay“in putting through the state-
hood bill, but Bush himself had not been a lead-
er in the statehood campaign. In fact in the mid-
'50’s he was opposed to the move. It might have
come over the slavery issue, but Bush was
strongly anti-abolitionist and anti-republican,
thoughhnwuamumhmionj:;whentheu—
Gession issue arcse. The falling-out may have
been due to personal clashes, or rivalries of am-
bition. If one had access to personal correspond-
ence of the period, the letters of Bush and Lane
and Grover, it might be possible to trace the
bmchmb.ektoitlormml" crevice; but so far
as we very few letiers of these principals
remain. :
~_Delazon Smith was an important figure in
the Oregon of the ’50's. Though Oregon was his

5 home for only eight yéars he must have contrib-

uted much in that brief period, as newspaper

founder, legislator, member of the comstitu- -
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It we can  stimulate

and private interests to lay

nite plans for resuming

and expansion quickly when the
war ends we may avert sericus
depression, bread-lines
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