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¢ Surging forward at long last
. from their hard won North Af-
. rican springboards, American,
Canadian and British troops are
locked in crucial battle with
“their foes on Sicily—stabbing
: gavagely at the soft underbelly
of the axis in Europe.

The allied assault across the
central Mediterranean narrows
climaxed a week already filled
with crisis for the ill-omened
German, Italian, Japanese war
fellowship. North; south, east
and west, around the world, the
roaring guns of freedom have
been loosed in a mighty and
ever-swelling chorus.

Afloat, ashore and in theair
the story of that red-letter week
of the war, which began witha
drowsy Sabbath Fourth of July
for Americans at home, is the
same. The axis is being brought
to book at last for its crimes.
The “end of the beginning’ that
Prime Minister Churchill noted
last fall has become “the begin-
ning of the end” in President
Roosevelt’s phrase.

Everywhere but in still mon-
soon-drenched Burma the anti-
axis legions are on the move,
closing in for the kill. -

-But even the thrill of allied
landings in Sicily to begin the
business of building that - first
long _dreamed of second front in
Europe can not alter the fact
that the crux of the struggle still
is in Russia. And there, after six
days of transcendent battle
around the Kursk bulge, Russian
armies seem holding, as they
held before Maoscow two years
ago and at Stalingrad last year.

It is still too soon to appraise
the progress of the battle in Si-

ples, but to take weight now off
Russia, Their success could
bring final disaster upon Hitler
in the east before snow {lies
again in Russia,

From results now in the mak-
ing in Sicily will come the form-
ula that one day will govern
even greater allied attacks upon
the continent from the west
across fhe narrower waters of
the English channel and the
North sea. Nor can Berlin rest
easy that a third-front allied ac-
tion, aimed at the nazi heart of
the axis itself, may not open
within weeks if Sicily succumbs
quickly and brings tottering It-
aly to the brink of collapse.

This much is certain. The Si-
cilian landing were covered by
the wings of the mightiest gir
force yet mobilized.

Mainland axis air bases in
northern and even central Italy
can be reached by long range al-
lied bombers from England as
well as from Africa. An overlap-
ping air attack to destroy axis
planes and fields or mini:nize
axis capacity for g__ir interven-
tion in Sicily is expectable.

Wise .. or

Otherwise

By ETHAN GRANT

Going down to Portland was a
thrill. People who've never been
anywhere much get all excited.
Especially going to the big city
fo. attend a conference. Only im-
portant people attend such func-
tions as conferences. Almost any-
oné may attend a mere meeting.
I got a ride with Bill Baillie and
Virgil Sexton.

About 40 of us were at the
conference. It began prompily at
between 9§ am. and noon, on the
second floor of a building that
was still under construction.
Union workers were nailing the
linoleum down, scraping putty off
the new windows and installing
the wiring and  fixtures. There
were places for Gents and Ladies,
but they hadn't got the signs oh
the doors, so0 you couldn't tell
which was which. There was only

‘2 pam.

. We went to lunch and got back
by 2:30. Most of us. Around 3
o'clock, I got to wondering if
I'd be able t0o get home in time
for supper. So, not being able to
hear much that was going on any-
how, I sglipped out and strolled
down to the bus station. It was
so crowded I couldn't get within
40 feet of the ticket sellers.

So I backed out and asked a
man how to find the railway sta-
tion. He said it was at the end
of 5. W. Sixth. I started walking.
Eventually, near the city limits

of Seattle, I found the station. It
< _

never eaten giblets with bones. :

She looked like that type.

The bus travel situation was
improved. 1 had to wait only 25
minutes to get my ticket. The
seller asked me if I wanted a
round frip. I said hell no, all I
wanted was my constitutional
right to get out of Portland. There
was still a mob on the platform.

But the prospectis of never see-
ing my family again gave me
courage to elbow through, on the
pretext that I owned the bus com-
pany. After I got through, I
couldn’'t get back, of course, but
did I care?

I think £ was probably, say,
the night before Christmas when
the Salem bus pulled in to load.
Only the stoutest of the mob sur-
vived the fracas that followed and
managed to gel aboard. The driv-
er was a youngster with a mus-
tache and a cap cocked on one
side. He got us out of Portland
in the wake of a ladder wagon
going to a two-alarm fire. He was
in a hurry. Streaking along the
highway on the west side of the
Willamette to Oregon City was
like riding a roller coaster.

But we hadn’'t seem anything
yef. South of Oregen Cily we
came up alongside a 16 - car

us

We stopped at Woodburmm and
the driver got out and went away,
evidently %o kegp a dinner en-
After 12 minutes we
began to growl at each other. We

Coppe
Strike Ends

Barkeley (Abilene Reporter-
News), and here intended not as
an example of what we're doing,
but of some of the activity of the
MRTC: "

nications, map readings, sanita-
tion, logistics, medical treat-
ment. . ..
“The trainee’s day starts with
reveille at 6:30 .. . and from then
on he is converted into a dynamo
of activity and attentiveness, in-
terrupted omly by whistles that
mean he is falling out for a
chamge in subject or training op-
erations.” .
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Al this, and—then we're learn-
ing the trade of
what with washing clothes, scrub-

bing floors and polishing windo

and woodwork. .

Then there are always guard
duty, KP, and even special work
detail.

Talk about rapid promotions—
one trainee got back from the
laundry a shirt with the chevrons
of a technician fifth grade,

In the reissue of clothing, some
men get shirts once worn by a
non - commissioned officer. The
rest of us wonder sometimes if
the new owner was “busted” from

hig grade.
¥ . L]

Things that never cease to
amaze us: How Private Grumbo,
across the aisle in our barracks,
always has a mop and bucket
ready to go to work when the
lights go on and we open our eyes.

La Guardia

In Alaska

JUNEAU, Alaska, July 10-(#)
The International group headed
by Mayor Fiorella LaGuardia of
New York, including six Amer-
ican members and six Canadian
members of the permanent joint
board of defense and the joint
service committee for the Pacific
coast, left Juneau Thursday for
interior points.

- The group will return by air-
plane over the Alaska military
highway route to Edmonton and
Ottawa. Their July session is be-
ing held during the trip.
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BINGHAM CANYON, Utah,

July 10-(#)-Striking members of
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voted this a real old fashioned | markable trained sea
the

for the first time.

The device—a Sperry automat-
ic computing sight—automatically
compensates for variables in aim-
ing, like bullet drop and deflection
(backward sweep of bullet from

‘| speeding plane) and the distance

of the target

camera.

Bracketing the image of his tar-
get—the enemy plane — in the
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which resembles an over-size news
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Gives Forts Fire Superiority

A US BOMBER STATION IN ENGLAND —(#)- The se-
crets of the superiority of the Flying Fortress over nazi fighters
and the remarkable “black box“ sighfing device which helps US
gunners take a big toll of the enemy were made public Thursday

Fourth of July—safe and sane |bition which is one of
version.

most cutstanding features.
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THIS NATURAL, DRUGLESS THERAPY = B
ACCOMPLISHES THE FOLLOWING: =~ W
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