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“No Favor Sways Us; No Fear Shall Awe”
From First Statesman, March 28, 1851

THE STATESMAN PUBLISHING CO.
CHARLES A SBPRAGUE, Editor and Publisher
Member of The Associated Press

The Associated Press is exclusively entitied to the use for publication of all
news dispatiches credifed fo it or not otherwise credited in this newspaper.

Meat ‘Beefs’

The Statesman has not said very much edi-
torially about the ‘“meat situation.” There have
been so many to offer diagnosis and cure that
it seemed additional comment would only add
to the confusion. Radio commentator Fuilton
Lewis had his slick scheme to give everyone
meat. Spokesmen for the meat industry have
volunteered their ideas on what is wrong. Con-
gressmen, editors, columnists have all made
their contributions. Now our columnist to the
right, Paul Mallon, tries his hand at simplified
analysis of the “situation.” From perusal of his
copy we are not certain that his' contribution
is very illuminating.

It is true that the cattle and hog population
on the farm is greater than ever before. This
is the livestock growers' response to demand
and to patriotic appeal. This means that sooner
or later all this livestock will come to market.
There is no place else for it to go. When stuff
is ready for market it goes to market. Growers
will not hoM on to cattle and pour expensive
feed into them for very long after they are

The hogs, which can be fattened
much shorter term than cattle,
are coming to market now in big numbers.
Cattle take longer, and the complaint has been
that cattle were being rushed to market unfin-
ished, and up to proper weights. The
claim was that the margin in price allowed for
feeding was not sufficient. If cattle are being
withheld from the market now, and are being
fed, consumers will get more and better beef
a little later.

It is alsq true that the uncertainties over sub-
sidies have interfered both with cattle market-
ing and packing operations. The shutdowns of
local packing plants were due in part to ex-
haustion of guotas at the end of the second
quarter. Given a settlement of the subsidy mat-
ter, marketing of cattle will be resumed. What
the civilian consumer gets will depend on the
quantities the military services take; and we
know their demands are increasing.

Mallon is all wrong on his corn-hog idea. The
wide spread between the corn-ceiling price of
1.07 per bushel and the hog price has encour-
aged breeding and feeding of hogs. Corn mar-
keted as hogs brings about $1.35 a bushel.
Spring farrowings were up about 20 per cent
over 1842. So growers are not “dumping”- their
hogs. Average weights of hogs marketed in
*Chicago have been increasing.

. The real trouble in meat production is devel-
‘oping feed supply rather than price or market-
ing restrictions. The corn and wheat surplus
is melting fast, and protein feeds are not suf-
ficient. So the food administration is discour-
‘aging any increase in poultry production, and
suggesting some reduction in fall pig-farrowing.

The interjection of government in the live-
stock business has been for fwo purposes: first,
to increase production, which is being accom-
plished; second, to hold down prices to con-
sumers, a very difficult undertaking if the
first object is to be attained. As a matter of fact
the growers of beef cattle and swine have been
treated pretty well. There is no ceiling on their
selling prices; and the fact there were no ceiling
prices on meats at retail and a free market for
meat on the hoof has given the packers a
squeeze. _

The immediate necessity is to settle this sub-
sidy business, up or down. When that uncer-
tainty is ended the various elements in the meat
business will know where they stand, and act
accordingly. Meat production is at maximum
levels for available feed supplies. The rest of
the problem is a matter of pricing and ration-
‘ing. That will always be difficult; but from our
own:observation we are of the opinion that meat
distribution is better since OPA began ration-
Ing than it was before. And the people ought
to take some comifort in the fact that there are
78 million head of cattle and 73,000,000 head of
hogs on the farms. The meat will be coming
along, and we'll get our share AFTER the army
and navy take their cut.
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YWCA’'s have long recognized the need for
parlors where their women guests might receive
male callers; but the YWCA at San Francisco
has seen and seized its golden opportunity, It
is providing a small marriage chapel for ser-

get somewhere now.

OWI Conforms

The initial moves of Palmer Hoyt In taking
over the domestic section of OWI are sound
gnd practical. First, he has discontinued all
pamphlets and booklets and posters, announ-
cing he would rely on established media—news-
papers, magazines and radio. Second, he has
named an advisory committee of able news-
paper editors with whom he will counsel.

As to the first decision—that will save the

ing news to the public, and get it to them in the
quickest possible time, by radio and daily news-
paper, supplemented by weekly and monthly
magazines.

On the second move—that shodld keep OWT's

and distribute news, men who know the feeling
of the public and have made a success in the
news field.

Hoyt's start is encouraging. Maybe OWI will

Salem provides plagrounds and swimming
pools for children’s recreation; but it isa’t du-
plicating the provision made by Mansfield in
England, of a dozen donkeys for children to ride
in lieu of vacstions-in-the-country.

News Behind
The News

By PAUL MALLON

(Distribution by King Features Syndicate, Ine. Repro-
duction -in whole ‘or in part strictly prohibited.)

. WASHINGTON, July 7—This country has the
greatest population of cattle and hogs in all its
entire history now, at a time when slaughter hous-
es are going out of business in droves, housewives
are unable frequently to get beef and pork at the
butcher shop, and the value of beef rationing points
had to be increased by the government because of
shortage.

The cattle population is about 78,000, and hogs
73,000,000, both . more than
enough to furnish half a cow
and half a hog for every man,
woman and baby in the Unit-
ed States.

The cattle population is 3.-
000,000 over last year and 12,-
000,000 above normal (1939)
while hogs actually are 13,000,-
000 above last year and 23.-
000,000 above the same normal

The enigma of why you can-

Paul Mallon not often get the minimum ra-
tioned amount is generally attributed to adminis-
trative inefficiencies—or, as a Norwegian farmer
put in a letter to Senator Shipstead, “Too much
forth and back talk in Washington.”

But no one seems t0 have explained in simple,
unargumentative language just what has hap-
pened so the public can understand it. Take beef
for instance. Messrs. Prentiss Brown and Jesse
Jones announced weeks ahead that roll-back sub-
sidies would be paid to processors to inspire meat
production beginning June 15. The government
would pay the meat packers a bounty out of the
treasury so they could pay the farmer more and
thus induce the farmer to send more meat to mar-
ket -

But when June 15 arrived, the government forms
which the packers were to fill out to get this mo-
ney, not even had been printed and distributed by
the government. These have been printed by now,
and partly distributed, but the uncertainty as to
congressional approval of the subsidies scared the
packers out of increasing the price to the farmer.

Indeed, the price of beef fell §1 to $1.25 per hun-
dred pounds about three weeks ago, and the far-
mers naturally are sending fewer and fewer cattle
to market (total price has been $16 or $17 on high
grades). The packers themselves are frozen against
a fixed ceiling price of meat and, therefore, can-
not pay the farmer enough to bring in the cattle.

Frequently of late, little items have appeared in
the newspapers about packing plants here and
there losing thousands of dollars a week in their
operations due to this cause. An indusiry report in-
dicates only nine out of the 39 packers in Detroit
were operating this week.

The situation on hogs can be just as simply pre-
sented, minus all the intricate, detailed orders and

are at a loss to hold their weddings in at $1.35 to $1.40 per bushel by its price on finished

® strange city. Salem women have come for- hog products.

ward on similar occasions and helped out with The farmers naturally are not going to feed hogs.

wartime weddings They have been dumping their surplus hogs on the
» market lately in ofder to avoid feeding and because

The situation holds the price unduly low to the
farmer and is Torcing disposition of hogs which

should be kept for winter supply.

the administrgtor admits he will have no trou- m?mﬁzlhnhheﬁﬂdt'
placing " students in jobs oreing administration move
e h_; corn price up 16 $1.37 in order to encourage feed-
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Training for the Main Bout

e

Today’s Radio Programs

EKSLM—THURSDAY—139¢ Ke.

County Farm Home

9:45—Music.
10:00—World In Review.

11:00—Swing.
11:30—Hits of Yesteryear.
D—0On ganalities,

2:45— Broadway Band Wagonm.
300—-KSLM Concert Hour,

4 00—Langworth String Orchestra.
4:15—News.

Next day’s pregrams appear on
cemics page.

9:00—News.
9:15—Guillerme Gale.
l:m—luﬂc.
00—Serenade.
10:30—News.
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KOIN—CBS—THURSDAY—958 K.
6 00—Northwest Farm Reporier.
5—Breakiast Bulletin.
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8 00—Consumer
8:15—Valiant Lady.
30—Stories
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0:00—Five Star Final.
0:15—Wartime Women.
20— Flo.

10 :30—Music.
lg :45—Woody
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12:00-6:00 a m.—Musie u‘ul HNews.

11:30—Manny
11:58—News.

AY~-1190 Ko,

KEX—BN URSD
:ﬂ—'.‘n Up Too.
:18—Nationa! Farm

Iinterpreting
The War News

By GLENN BABB

AP War Analyist for The Statesman

- Chatley McNary. It will best express that wel- managed economy. A shorfage of beef in the face

. tome by giving him time for & rest at his farm of almost plenty, has been promoted by inefficient

- morth of town. After nearly two years of stren- Drice management. A dangerously !

- mous work in Washington he deserves and Supply of hogs caused by the same mistake.

. doubtless needs & good rest. He hasn't invented _The original price fixing palicies were such fail-
“better mouse-trap,” so the world shouldn’t Ures that

‘beat a path to his door. Let him enjoy a real va- -I::fh.“ .
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Conflicting Moscow and Ber-
lin versions of the origin of the
three-day-old battle on the
Orel-Belgorod front in Russia
make wholly clear only one as-
pect of what may be the most
crucial conflict of the war in

significant change in German
propaganda technique. It is- be-
ing pictured to the German pub-
lic as a defensive fight, not a
nazi offensive.

That has one distinet advan-
tage. If Moscow is correct and
the nazis have started a new
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along the general l1ine of the
Voronezh-Yelets railroad fo the
head waters of the Oka Triver
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we are capable of ruling our
own spirit, and this would be
impossible: without the forbid-
have
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