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Stromg Lost

was. sunk, the pavy, reported from Washington. The sinking of

the cruiser in

as lost

the later naval battle was the third ship announced
in the Solomons since the Pacific offensive opened June 30.
_ During the landings on Rendova island, the troopship Mc-

Cawley was sunk by combined Japanese air and submarine action

after it had discharged its troops.
Today’s continuing air actions, in which the Japanese recog-

nized the growing menace to their air bases in the

by persistently challenging American control of the skies, was
foreseen in earlier reports from south Pacific headquarters (in
which area the Solomons is located). Spokesmen at headquarters
there said the Japanese would be forced to send over more and

more of their planes.

'Iheniu-phnummﬂcedulhotdownatluh gulf and Ren-
dova increased to 188 the number bagged over the Solomons area
since the new offensive got under way. y

Highlights of Offensive

In the first week of an offensive extending over a T00-mile arc

from the Solomons

ew Guinea, these were the highlights:

1. Rendova island within artillery shelling distance of the Mun-
da air base on New Georgia seized and conguered in a single day.

2. Viru harbor, on New Georgia across a narrow channel of
water from Rendova; conquered.

3. Vangunu island just southeast of New Georgia, seized and
completely occupied (an announcement made Tuesday from south

Pacific headquarters).

4. A beachhead established within 12 miles of the Japanese
air base of Salamaua, northeastern New Guinea, at Nassau bay,
toward which Australians moved from points inland to effect a
junction. Salamaua now is threatened from three sides by Aus-

tralian and American patrols.

5. Japan's big air fortress of Rabaul, New Britain, pounded in
repeated waves by 100 tons of bombs which have cut down the
weight of air blows with which the enemy might parry the allied

drive.
6. Drawing out of elements of

sultant triumph in the Kula gulf.

Nip Sea Losses 65-30

the Japanese navy with the re-

(Dispatches from Washington placed total Japanese naval los-
ses in the Solomons since the outbreak of the war at between 65
and 80 ships as against about 40 of ours.) .

For the fourth time within a week, the communigque directed
attention at allied-shipping in the Arafura sea between Australia

and New Guinea.

Today's communique said three Japanese float planes and four
medium bombers atiempted to attack a small allied convoy in
daylight but wepe driven off by allied fighters escorting the ships.

The raid reported on Darwin caused slight damage to ground
installations. The seven enemy planes downed included  five
bombers and two fighters. Two other bombers were listed as
probably destroyed and two damaged. Three of the pilots of the
seven ships we lost were saved and three others Were seen to bail

out.

Four hundred miles northwest of Darwin, altied medium bomb-
ers started fires and explosions on Penfoel airdrome at Koepang

on Dutch Timor. .
Enemy Village Bombed

On Dutch New Guinea, the Japanese held village of Keaukwa
near Kaukenau was bombed by two-eagined raiders. Also on
- Dutch New Guines, four-engined bombers struck at the-airdrome

of Babo in adverse weather.

In the New Guinea battle sector, nine Japanese bombers and
four fighters “ineffectively raided” the Bena Bena-area 90 miles
northwest of Lae. This inland area is known 40 have had emer-
gency landing fields before the war but the infreguent raids made
by the enemy there-have -been reported without elaboration.

Near Lae, above Sslamaua, bombers .struck at Labu lagoon

. where the enemy has been known to secret supply barges.

Some five miles from Salamaua, patrol clashes were reported

at Bobdubi.

Today’s communique said the 15-plane raid on Nassau bay

caused no damage.

It also reported a raid, previously announced from Washing-
ton, of an attack by big Liberator bombers on the Japanese air-
drome at Ballale island in the Shortland islands below Bougain-
ville. The rlidendropped 22 tons of high explosives which start-
ed fires. Despite interception by 12 fighters, all returned safely.

Commission
Concerned by
Highway Plan

PORTLAND, . July 6.—(#)-The
state 'highway commission ex-
pressed concerm Tuesday over
governmental failure to approve
construction of a new section of
US highway 101 around the en-
larged Astoria airport.

Members, holding a pre-session
before Wednesday's regular
monthly meeting, warned that un-
less approval is granted soon
either the airport extension which
bisects the present highway can-
not be used until next y®ar or
there will be no highway connec-
tion between Seaside and Astoria.

Merle Chessman, Astoria, said
the navy has spent between $4,-
000,000 and $5,000,000 on the air-
port. R. H. Baidock, state highway
engineer, estimated the highway

extension would cost approximate-
$500,000.
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7 German

Airplanes
Are Downed

LONDON, July §8.-(# - Royal
Air Force fighters on sweeps over

J

Solomons |-
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to attend, has agreed to rep-
resent China Relief. Mrs. Frank

their election at the annual meet-
ing of shareholders.

Warren Pohle, who left the di-
rectorate several years ago, was
elected to its membership again

Since leaving Salem in 1841,
after three years’ residence here,
Stackman has resided in San
Francisco, where he has mait in-
ferests. =
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nazi plane and tank
it seemed that the Germans were

.| pushing with more than they ever

had amassed at one peint before.

House Group
Eyes Boost
In US Taxes

WASHINGTON, July 8{®

work September 8 on legislation
to obtain new and higher wartime
taxes, with first emphasis on dig-
ging deeper into the pockeis of
persons with war-swollen in-
comes.

The treasury’s geal is $12.-

1. Requested the commitiee tax
staff and the treasury to suggest
alternative means of raising sddi-
tional revenue, with apecific in-
structions “to study and report on
the feasibility of raising addition-
al revenue by means of an indi-
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Members of the school board for
the Salem public schools met
Tuesday night to approve the bud-

great producing state of Pennayl-
vania,

By Wednesday, union leaders
| predicted all wm# be
on the job. - B |
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