" . irom ‘countries  outside the United

the short intérval in which the state board of
control served as the highway commission), and
has had a continuity rarely interrupted. The
department has been primarily one of service,

held men of capacity, especially in its engineer-

ing division, and the fine job they have done in

this state has drawn national and even inter-
“ national attention.

These commentis are prompied in scanning
the April issue of “American Highways” and
studying its table of statistics. The comparison
with Washington is of interest. In this state, out
of total road mileage of 49,291 there are 7,197
miles in the state system of which 6,835 miles
are improved. Washington, a smaller but more
populous state, has out of its total mileage of
49,699 miles 6,304 miles in the state system and
8,238 improved. The cost figures are not shown
but we know that gur neighbors to the north
have had a great deal more money to spend on
roads than we have. ~

In this state the initial problem was to build
surfaced roads as fast as possible to all sections,
so our highwa¥ department went in for ma-
c roads with oil surfacing. We now: have
4,237 miles of this road of which only 837 are
yet untreated. Washington, with more money to
spend and heavier traffic especially between
cities in the Puget Sound district, went in more
for cement concrete roads, building 1,517 miles
with this material against 398 in Oregon. In
the bituminous macadam class Oregon has 1,221
miles t9 Washington's 2,430, and in the bitum-
inous concrete class we have 667 miles to Wash-
ington's 1,517. Strong influences led fo great
use of concrete in Washington in preference to
road oil. Oregon did a lot of pioneer work in
application of road oil, which gave us good

roads within the limit of funds at an earlier

date. > 3

The state of Washington did not issue bonds.
Oregon did and is still paying on the bonds, but
the investment was worth the interest cost,
measured by results. Now we can take our road
work more in stride, without the necessity of
borrowing to build.

The engineers could not have built the roads
and bridges they did without having back of
them able and far-sighted commissioners, al-
though improvements in motor vehicles far out-
ran the early imaginings. And the commission-
ers could not have developed the road program
if they had not had public confidence, the back-
ing of broad-minded state leaders who could
look at the state as a whole rather than by fa-
vorite sections.

Now the department is laying plans to resume
its work of building and rebuilding when condi-
tions permit. Community appeals are being re-
ceived and weighed; but decisions must be in
the scale of values for the staté as a whole. And

» More attention will undoubtedly be given to

road economics: planning the engineering and
the location in terms of use-requirements rea-
sonably to be expected. The present interval
affords an opportunity to do planning on this
basis, and not just on the urgency of appeasing
clamorous communities.

The Movies and the New World

“For many years,” remarks Will H. Hays in
one of the concluding paragraphs of his annual
report to the Motion Picture Producers and Dis-
tributors of America, Inc., “the work of this as-
sociation has earnestly concerned itself with the
content of American films from the point of
view of their world acceptance. We have sought
to make certain that the films accurately and
effectively portray the American ideal and spir-
it; and that, in dealing with foreign peoples,

™ : in that respect to live down,
and _dowycmuﬁmhalmaamug-
gle. On those occasions when they fail, as in
the seriexs of Latin-America comedies which

rived 35 or 40 per cent of their total

was carried on through the medium of the In-
ternational Film Chamber, whith operates in
most continental European countries and Japan-
and is controlled by Gerndany both through ma-
jority vote and a monopoly on certain supplies
and equipment. This powerful agency has con-
stantly endeayored to freeze American movies
out, but without complete success except in the
axis and occupied countries, occupied France
and until recently, French North Africa-~How-
ever, shipment of films to Switzerland has been

impossible.

Upon reflection, one doesn’t quarrel with the -

notion that American movies portray the spirit
of a free people. One does quarrel occasionally
or oftener with the results. From the films, for-
eigners get the notion that we are indolent, ir-
respongible and immoral. This flaw probably
is inherent in a more fundamental flaw—the
rather low standard of story material. Writers
“gone Hollywood” prefer, or find it easier, to
portray that sort of characters and that phase of
American life. But Hays reports that pictures of
a higher type—he lists more than thirty which
were current last year—are gaining in box office
appeal.

So Hollywood may be encouraged fo turn out
a type of pictures which will reflect American
life accurately and fairly. For the sake of inter-
national good will, as well as for the sake of the
long-suffering domestic movie-goer, let's hope
s0. As Wendell Willkie learned in his globe-
girdling tour, American films have made a deep
impression everywhere, Deliberately striving
for propaganda effect would ruin them. But it
does seem reasonable to hope they’ll depict

-.Americans as fairly as they strive to depict other

peoples.

x

The government, which built 5386 row houses
for war workers in Vancouver, now finds it has
to furnish the houses. The workers, who come
by train, bus, or private car without much more
than a toothbrush, if any, can’t furnish the
houses allotted to them., Now they will get to
move into quarters furnished with coal ranges
with hot water coils, coal heaters, ice boxes,
beds, springs, matfresses, chests, lamps, studio
couches, occasional chairs, desks, dinette sets,
mirrors and wastebaskets. The tenants have to
supply their own dishes, cooking utensils, linen
and rugs: but this they should be able to do on .
the wages they draw. A good many of these
families will find it hard to endure so much
prosperity acquired so suddenly.

News Behind
The News

By PAUL MALLON

WASHINGTON, May 25—The existence of a pop-
ular following eagerly intent on electing Mr. Wen-
‘dell Willkie president next year has been disclosed
to me in reader mail reaction to my ecritical com-
ments concerning his “one
world” ideas.

It seems particularly strong in
New England and the east, is
somewhat “wvoung republican”
and considerably feminine, _

The political basis upon which
it rests is interesting and signifi-
cant to our confused times. It is
republican, but it denounces
practically all the other leaders

g of the republican party with an
Paul Malion enthusiasm matched only by new
dealers in denouncing their adversaries.

It is anti-Roosevelt, but apparently espouses the
Roosevelt courses in general on the primary inter-
national issues of the day, the issues which are
likely to continue to be foremost on the next elec-
tion day. =

From these anomalies, it is evident that it is a
purely personal movement. Mr. Willkie is a some-
what dramatjc figure who gets more attention in
the press elsewhere than any other political
figure except Mr. Roosevelt.

The idea behind it is that Mr. Willkie be pro-
Roosevelt internationally and anti-Roosevelt do-

mestically, and thus set out to beat Roosevelt for

the fourth term.

But the scope of other republicans whom they de-
nounce cast serious practical doubts upon their
ability to nominate Mr. Willkie in any truly repub-

This has caused a split in the party which' no
longer can be hidden, but the split can hardly be
sald to be in Willkie’s favor. The other leaders
frankly suggest Willkie is not a republican, and
should run on the democratic ticket. One even has
said he is “Mr. and Mrs. Roosevelt put together.”

The obvious gainer is Mr. Roosevelt, whom
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Letters from Statesman Readers

FPIERCE ON JAPS
My Dear Mr. Editor and r*lw
Ex-Governor: B i
I read- with interest your cole
umn about my speech, before
Balem Rotary, on the Japanese.
I thank you for the opportunity
to place my reply before those
who have read your column,
Discussion of this subject of dis-
posal of the Japanese after the
war is most timely. It is 2 mat-
ter of deep concern fto the
thoughtful citizens of the whole
nation, and is of transcendent
importance to the Pacific north-
west and the coast, which faces
Japan. This is the most serious
threat in our history and it
comes from an aggressive, mili-
taristic nation. Arguing before
the supreme court, recently, US
Solicitor-General Fahey said
“Japan . . . intended to conquer
the United States. There is ne
doubt about that—and Japan
still intends to conquer us.” He
told the court that Japanese on
the Pacific coast lived in colonies

can have no influence on her na«

tion, which, under its doctrine of

dual citizenship, will always

claim her fealty. They are ene-
in . :
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nese level and becfomes an
post for penetration. It is not
true that whiie labor cannot
raise sugar beets. It is a ques-
tion of fair division of the huge
profits between the sugar-barons
and the producers. We brought
negroes to America for
labor and we have one difficult
race problem. Greed should nev-
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live together. Shall we surren-
der to Asiatics the country which
has been won with so much sac-
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itable, but it exacted a fearful
toll from American youth. There
are things more important than
business, as our business men
and farmers have conceded, in
their cooperation to win the
war. Other natlons have learned
how to do business with the -
Orient without granting insblent
demands. I would preserve the
flow of trade and international
relations, while keeping our

couniry free from colonization.

The alien Japanese must go
back to Japan. If necessary, we
must amend our constitution so
that the accident of birth will
not give American citizenship to
those whose parents are not eli-
gible to citizenship through na-

turalization,
WALTER M. PIERCE.

Editor's Note—Former Gover-

nor Pierce confuses indiscrimin-
ately Japanese living in Japan
under its political system, its
military caste, and

in the United States, educated in

with divergent race or language

'_ ‘23 BRETRI

"y

3

j

5
B

;
i
l

§

;
by

L

g

i

&
Ei
i T

I
F

I
i

745
i
I

;%
i

;
!
i

ek
THH
it
: sl

grat*
%
1

-
[

LR
gEg»EEEEBERE
E E gag'ii g
ki

:

8
é
E.
g
:

£ 81,58
HT
Egﬁggagg
ny
i
iR

bk . %

L. MADSEN

its culture
with Japanese-Americans living
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just published. It points out

It recommends
changed standards of admission,
based on aptitude and achieve-
ment tests. It also recommends
radical change in the methods of
instruction, away from the for-
mal lecture, slavery to textbooks,
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