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“No Pavor Sways Us; Neo Fear Shall Awe”
From First Statesman, March 28, 1851
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CHARLES A. SPRAGUE, Editor and Publisher

*Retreat From Communism’

The dissolution of the “Communist Interna-
tional” announced Saturday from Moscow is an
event of global important. themoluthl.'lh
fuifilled it will mark the end of the orgamiza-
tion formed to foment world revolution on the
basis of the 1848 manifesto of Karl Marx and
Fredrich Engels. It will mark the return of Rus-
sia to-the “society” of nations. It Will also cut
asunder the ties which have bound to Mescow
the communistic organization of the world.

Years ago Russia declared its purpose to
abandon world revolution. Lenin’s NEP, “new
economic policy,” was a radical change in the
party line; and Stalin's decision to concentrate
on -Russian progress brought about his breach
with Trotsky, who held to the thesis that social-
jsm could not succeed in one country alone,
would have to encircle the world. The decision
now announced destroys the central organiza-
tion which remained as, the fountain-head of
"world communism.

Skeptics' may say that this is merely a ruse;
but we doubt it. It is a device used opportunely
by Stalin to ditch the organization which has
made Russia the outcast among the nations. The
jdeas of communism will survive; but without-
the directing stimulus of Russian leadership and
without support from Moscow, the communist
ecause in other lands will languish, unless it can
' develop leadership and a program of its own.

This Internationale which is ordered dissolved
is the Third of the breed. The first wag organ-
fzed in London in 1864 and lasted for years.
The Second Internationale existed from 1889 to
1914, They were western European, deriving
a following in England, France and Germany.
The Third was formed in Moscow by the tri-
umphant bolsheviki in 1919, and with the pres-
tige of the Russian revolution became a world
threat.

The ostensible purpose of the dissolution, as
set forth in the resolution, is to encourage the
“masses” in all-out support of their govern-
" ments “in order to rout the Hitlerites as quick-
ly as possible and secure friendly cooperation
of natioms on a basis of equality.” This simply
means ‘emphasis on unity to fight fascism and
post-war cooperation in the same spirit.

The effect of this pronouncement should itself
be toni¢'{o the allied cause. Germany has re-
sumed its propaganda line that it was the bul-
wark agdinst Russian communism. Countries
and institutions located west of Russia have
long entertained a great fear of Russian com-
munism; and as long as the Communist Inter-
nationale existed, with which the Russian gov-
ernmerit was ctlogely identified, no disclaimers
of intent to force revolution on the world 'would
be accepted. So Goebbels has §ad an audience,
and has even now, among those who feared
communism more than they did Hitlerism. The
Moscow declaration takes the wind out of Goeb-

bels’s sails. y

There will be many to voice suspicion of Rus-
sia’s sincerity. We are inclined to accept the
order as valid, representing the normal line of
Russian retreat from the philosophy of 1917 to
“the more practical one of 1943 which calls for
international cooperation. We will still have our
domestic- reds to deal with, but from here on
they will have to operate on their own. Russia,
as a government, is making this as a gesture
of respectability for restoration in good standing
in the company of nations. We should accept
the declaration as made in good faith, unless
lnd_ until it is shown otherwise,

Enough, Soon Enough

On Attu it’s all over but the shouting and per-
haps a bit of mopping up.

The shouting obviously should not be so loud
nor so prolonged as that inspired by the con-
quest of Tunisia, which really was a major vic-
tory and moreover marked the enemy’'s expul-
sion from an entire continent upon large por-
tions of which he formerly held a strong grip.

Attu is just a little island and the experts tell
us it is less important offensively than defen-
gsively. The Nips, now that we hold Attu, won't
be able to make much use of Kiska; may have
to abandon it. But, they claim, neither is of
much use to us as an offensive air base because
of weather conditions.

Regardless of Attu's physical importance, the
victory there raises a significant point. Ameri-
can forces have suffered some serious defeats
in the Pacific, though most of them occurred
some months ago. Nothing much of that sort has
happened lately. But—to the best of our recol-
lection, no offensive deliberately launched by
American forces has failed. All our defeats oc-
curred when we were on the defensive. Guad-
alcanal, New Guinea, Tunisia and now Attu.

Though we knock on wood, it does seem that
when Uncle Sam starts for somewhere it is as
good as accomplished—except for paying the
cost, which we have no’intention of overlooking.
§¥ One conclusion might be that the attacker

has the advaniage. That's true only in that his
is the choice; the benefit of opportunity to mass

The proper conclusion, on the contrary, is that
- Uncle Sam has a sufficient number of leaders
‘sufficiently well vetsed in logistics that ne at-
ﬁhm_mmummm
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Seattle’s old “ X 3
way is again in the news, and as usual, in
unfaverable light. This “bottom of the hill”
always been the bottom of the heap, as far
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tory for soldiers on leave. The announced rea-
son was the freat increase in venereal disease
among enlisted men of the comumands, traced
to this source.

over this very old and very difficult problem,—
control of prostitution. One councilman, report-
edly a clergyman, is quoted as favoring estab-
lishment of a restricted district,—a revival of
the old “red light” district, plus sanitation. He
says in effect, “Vice is here; swhy ignore it; why
not regulate it?” Most public health authorities
scoff at the efficacy of “sanitation” which means
frequent examination " of women prostitutes,
and their isolation and treatment if venereal
disease is discovered. These authorities point
out that contamination may occur immediately
following examination and not be caught until
the next periodical roundup. As a rule these
authorities oppose establishing a restricted dis-
trict because, they say, that very faet advertises
its business and increases the exposures.

Seattle has always been prefty much of an
open town, from the Alaska goldrush days of
'98. There, vice has béeen more than “woman’s
oldest profession”; it has been business; some=-
times big business, and nearly always mixed up
with politics.

Seattle has had its spasms of reform, and re-
form with teeth in it. Some thiry years ago in
such a surge of civie virtue Mayor Hi Gill was
recalled, in the midst of senational revelations
and insinuations which involved the chief of
police, publisher of a city paper, and other
prominent citizens. Preacher Mark Matthews
led the crusade and won fame which followed
him through life. After the clean-up had lasted
a few years, Gill caught the rebound and was
elected mayor again. His later term was un-
eventful, save for the color he himself supplied.

In Oregon, under the prodding of directives
of General DeWitt and cooperation of state and
local authorities, control measures on prostitu-
tion have been stringent. Either full prohibi-
tion or steady repression has been followed in
nearly all cities. The:state board of health pe-
poris, which have been peferred to from tile
to time in this column, show no severe incidence
of venereal disease, even in Multnomah county.
Portland follows something of the “scattera-
tion"” policy with occasional round-ups and
health-checks. If Seattle would wrestle more
vigorously with its sins it could keep its house
in order and not have the army put up “no tres-
pass” signs, backed with sturdy M. P.'s, over
an area as large as 74 blocks. Where there is
will a way usually is found, even with as tough
a problem as commercialized vice.

We are promised television by telephone after
the war. What a lot of fun it will be then ring-
ing up the wrong numbers.—Corvallis Gazette-
Times.

Yes, but what defense will 8 man have if
friend wife plugs in the felevision set to see if
he really is calling from the office at 11 p. m.

OPA has set maximum prices on soap from
manufacturer to retailer. It seems determined
not- to let business men use soap for a quick
clean-up.

Mountain Men Migrate

Old Oregon Trall Ceniennial Series

The great fur industry received its death blow
in 1840. Prince Albert Consort of Queen Victoria,
introduced the tall silk hat in that year and the bea~
ver was on its way out. Bad times had come updn
the free and independent trappers who had made
imperishable history for the west. The old care-
free, hard-drinking, hard-riding, hard-fighting,
free-loving vagabond days were over for the Moun-
tain Men. What to do was the question. Robert
Newell, a leader among the Mountain Men, supplied
the answer. He suggested to his old trapper pals
that they emigrate to the Willamette Valley. The
idea stuck, so on August 5, 1840, Robert Newell,
Juueehwmhmmc-hbwukim,andatw
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Wolf at the Door—1943

Today’s Radio Prog
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ESLM-SUNDAY—1390 Ke.
:m—aupd Broadcast.
#:00—News in Brief.
:20—Organ, . Violim Trio.
9:30—Popular :
10:00—World In Review.
%:go—rm Tunes of Tomeorrow.
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1:00—Young !‘eonh?l Church.

1:30—Musie.
2:00—Isle of Paradise.
Restor

7:45—Rocking Horse Rhythm,
800—Hinson Memorial Church,
9 :00—News.

)515—1?&. of Prophecy.

9:45—Sunday Serenade.
10:00—0Old Fashioned Revival Hour.

11 m——AmcrlnE You.
11 30—Bulidog

KEX—BN—SUNDAY-119 Ke.

8:00—Soldiers of
8:30— Walker,
B:45—A Trek.

9:00—The Quiet Hour.
9:30—Stars fromm the Bilue,
10:30—The Kidoodlers.
10:45—News.

11:00—Coast to Coast on a Bua

T A
1:00—National

espers,
1:30—Serenade.
1:45—Voice of the Farmer,
220 Musicnd 8%
Steelmakers
300—News.
305—Here's to Romance.
3:30—Free World Theatre.
4:00—Chaplain Jim, USA,
:J0—Serenade.
§:00—Christian Science Program.
5:15—Neighbors.

s

Tomlinson, Commentator
:mm

T90—-Good Will Hour,
:ﬂ—m

:

i
!

i

i

§'

i

i
3

i
,i
j

!
i

|

j
j

i
j

)
|

i

|

i

Next day's programs aAppear on
camies page.

8:15—Commando .
7:00—National Radio ;u.“
730~Words and Music.

$:00-Thve Church in Your Home

8 :30—News. 4
’l:ﬂ—‘l'he Dinning Sisters.
00—Commen .

n.
12:30—The
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7.30—News
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9:46—Round-up Time.
10:00—-World in Review.
10:05—A Song and a Dance
1120 Orcnes

W—Orchestra.
11:30—Hits of Yesteryear.
11 45— News.
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7 30—Music.
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becoming a serious problem in
cities, and a cause of a lot of the
sbsenteeism in industry.

I think public sentiment in the

just a law. It needs also general
respect for it and general ob-
gervance of it. To restore it un-
der other conditions would be to

it
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