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Legislators are quick to denounce excess
spending in state departments, and properly so;
but they turn shut eyes and deaf ears to legis-
lative extravagances. -

Part of this is due to the fact that a legisla-

bitious politicians who are quite willing to
grease their wheels with public patronage—and
a certain number of cheapskates who are ready
to chisel.off the state. :

. Then there are many new hands at each ses-
sion. Theéy are green, afraid to upset any apple-
ecarts, and eager in the brief time of the meeting
to get ‘'what perquisites in fame or showing the
session affords. So they easily accept the pat-
tern which the continuing staff of holdover
members, regular employes, et al. prescribe.

The 1943 session cost more than 1941; and it
is a safe bet that 1945 will cost more than 1943.
Fortunately we rarely hold extra sessions in
this state, so the splurge is limited to once in
two years.
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Italy Restored .

Then tendency has been to give the Italians
the raspberry as fighters. The Germans used
them as'Yoils and rear guardists, saving their
own bl fighters for more critical battles.
The Itali , were left behind at El Alamein;
thesy surrendered in droves. In Tunisia though
they acquitted themselves honorably, and the
commaridihg géneral, Marshal Giovanni Messe,
insisted on’surrendering to the British Eighth
army, the outfit which has punished the axis
clear across Africa. 2

Perhaps we discredit the Italians unduly as
fighters. Their hearts were not in this war; and
they came to see they were mere pawns of the
nazi overlords. Given a more worthy cause and
better leadership they might have done much
better.

But it remains true that the modern Italian
has had other interests than warfare. The spirit
which made the Roman legions the conquerors
of Parthia, from the Libyan desert to the Rhine
and from the Danube to the Scottish border,
seems to have burned out long ago. Mussolini's
appeals to revive the glories of ancient Rome
drew applause but not the energy and the will
to execute the task:

Italy itself is a™“‘burned-out” country. It lacks

coal and metals; firewood is scarce; with house-

wives hoarding bundles of sticks. Its population
is too large for the local resources of subsistence.
The meagre agriculture must be supplemented
with heavy imports.

But the Italian people do have a place in the
world, if not in its fighting lines. They have
developed the arts. Music, painting, sulpture,
architecture, handicrafts, — for these Italy is
world-famous. In the finer manufactures Italy
has also excelled. So Italy defeated will not
mean Italy destroyed. It should mean Italy re-
stored to its rightful spot on the cultural map
of the world, rather than sprawling over geog-
raphy with a tinsel and braid empire.

Hoyt to OWI

Palmer Hoyt, publisher of the Oregonian, will
take Gardner Cowle’s place as domestic direc-
tor in the office of war information. There is
no question of Hoyt's capacity. He has made
his newspaper aggressively loyal so far as the
war is concerned. And it is probably a good
thing to bring to the Washington scene and es-
pecially ‘to the office of war information new
minds and new faces who can bring a fresher
report on what the public is thinking about, and
what the public wants in the way of prompt and
truthful news on the war.

The Oregonian was an early critic of the gov-
ernment policy of “delayed action” news bombs.
This complaint from over the country led to the
appointment of Elmer Davis who has fought a
good fight, and on the whole a suecessful one,
_for early and accurate reporting. Hoyt will sup-
Mthupohq He will also be in a position to

pressed
with all speed possible, without of course neg-
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‘Unity of Command

Unity of command is elemental for military
success. We have had divided command in the
south and southwest Pacific areas, the dividing
line at one time crossing Guadalcanal island.
The division of command evidently continues,
although statements from army and navy head-
quarters are conflicting. Maybe the command-
ers themselves do not know. If they don’t there’s
no wonder others are confused.

First there was a dispatch from headquarters
of Admiral Halsey quoting a “spokesman” as
saying that the Southwest and South Pacifie
naval force remained a part of the Pacific fleet
under Admiral Nimitz. Later the same corres-
pondent filed another dispatch from the same

' headquarters, quoting a “spokesman” as saying

that General MacArthur “has been and will be
responsible for the South and Southwest Paci-
fic theatre in joint operations.”

And now come a dispatch from army head-
quarters in Australia quoting a “spokesman” for
General MacArthur as sayiog the command re-

. mains divided, “but in a spirit of perfect coor-

dination” between Admiral Halsey and General
MacArthur.

All we can make out of this is that each is
boss, but when they are traveling in the same
direction MacArthur is, or else they “work to-
gether.” Considering that experience has dem-
onstrated that thekindotwarwtue.upmin-t
in the Pacific (and elsewhere for that matter)
requires close teamwork on the part of navy,
army and air force, it would seem that com-
mand and operations should be integrated so a
powerful striking force may seen start rolling
back the Japs. ;

News Behind
The News .

By PAUL MALLON

tDistribution by King Features Syndicate. Inc. Repro-

duction; In whole or in part strictly prohibited.)

WASHINGTON, May 15—Mr. Roosevelt said,
after his southern camp inspection trip, he thought
it might be a good idea for every young man to
give a year of his life to the service of the state aft-
. - er the war.

Most of his hearers concluded
that he had in mind something
like the wvarious European sys-
tems of military training.

In most democracies before the
war, youths were required fo
serve a year in the army. This
was done, not because it improv-
ed the young man, but because
the nations could not otherwise

: muster formidable military forc-
Paul Mallom es from their small populations.

Compulsory military training often has been dis-
cussed in the United States, but never attempted.
We never have thought we needed such a large ar-
my.

The new dealers around the president, however,
think his terse remark widely misunderstood. They
do not believe he has any idea of forced military

. training, but is thinking along the same old lines
he has followed on this subject in the past.

The orthodox new ‘deal textbook on youth and
youth training by the state apparently is an essay
on peace by the victorian Harvard philosopher,
William James.

His idea was to inject pacifism into youth. He
thought war could be ended if an outlet could be
found for the pugnacious exuberance of youth and
if a physical substitute in farming, for instance,
could be developed in them. At least this is the
way the new deal philosophers tell it.

A minor experiment along that line was tried in
1941 under government auspices. Some Harvard
and Dartmouth graduates were brought, under the
leadership of Professor Rosenstock-Huessy, into
experimental farming work at Camp William
James, Sharon, Vermont.

There was much political ado_about the matter
when Representative Engel (republican-Michigan)
dug out of Who's Who the fact that Professor Ros-
enstock-Huessy was not then (1941) an American

- citizen and had instituted the German labor camps
from 1925 to 1933

The especially enthusiastic columnist Dorothy
Thompson was identified with the experiment,
which apparently is still going on in some trivial
aftermath. At least, Dr. Rosenstock-Huessy is still
around and interested, and some Harvard men are
supposed to be working on several farms
Hampshire or Vermont.

=5

The experiment, however, was never satisfactory =~ 3

to anyone involved, and publicity about it has van-
ished as well as any known government connection
with it.

But Mr. Roosevelt is supposed {o have been a
close follower of James, was very popular with
students around the time of Mr, Roosevell's grad-
uation from Harvard in" 1904. So many students

Any columnist will certainly be over his depth
wading into such unmeasured and bottomless ideals.
But anyone can join the argument as apparently
many people already have.

The importance of the James ideal in the post-
war world would seem to me to rest entirely upon
the question of whether Mr. Stalin, Generalissimo
Kai-Shek, Mr. Churchill
their youth with the same anti-toxin serum.
ts success in
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Today’s Radio Programs

KSLM—SUNDAY—130 Ke.
8,00
8

9:00—News in Brief.
9:05—Spiritual Interlude.
. Violin Trie.,

9:20—Organ, H
§:30— ute,

12:30—Golden Melody.
::O—Ym People's Church,
.m ﬂm‘.

EALE—MBS—SUNDAY—1330 Ks.

8:00—Wesley Radio Le E
8:30—Central Church d.‘&.iﬂll.
8:45—Rev. V. W. M

9:00—Detroit Bible Class.
9 30—News.
9:45—S8Sunny Days.

330U Close,
345—Voice of the Dairy Farmer.
4:00—Dr Johason.

9:15—Voice of . -
. Prophecy.
10:00—0ld Fashioned Revival Hour.

g 00— Answe You.
30—Bulldog Snu-nmm‘.

KEX—BN—SUNDAY—119 Ke.
8:00—Soldiers of Production.

B:45— Trek, -
9:00—The Quiet Hour.
$:30—Stars trom the Blue,
10:30—The Kidoodlers.
10:45—News.
11:00—Coast to Coast on & Bus
11:45—8

Next day’s pregrams appear on
comics page.

730—-Words and Musie.
2:00—The Church in Your Home.
8:30—News.

8:45—The Dinning Sisters

§ :00—Commentator.

l::n—'!‘hnl "tbﬁy Might Live.
10:15—Labor for EIﬂury
10:30—We Believe.

11 :00—Chicago Round Table,

10:15—We're In,

inm—uum_m narm
H 0 War News Roundup. W
12:00-2 a.m.—Swing Shift, .

*

ESLM—MONDAY—I13M K.
7:90—News in Brief.

8:45—What's New.

9:00—Boake Carter.
9:15—Woman's Side of the News
9:30—Buyer's Parade,
9:45—Curtain
10:00—News. =
10:15—Knox.
10:30—This and
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§:15—Movie Parade.

-‘i'hl‘

EKOIN—CBS—MONDAY—87 Ke
6:00—Northwest Farm Reporier.
:15—Breakfast Bulletin

6:20—Texas
6 45—KOIN

'ZE'EE'
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IB'—NIC—IONDA!_—-“ Kes.
gﬂ—l.ﬁu News. -
6:00—Everything Goes.
6:30—News,
;:ll—ﬂm Headlines,
30—Reveille.
7:45—Sam
D0—Stars Today.
8:15—News.
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within a couple of hours of each
other.” .
“I'm only selling one. I gave
the other pup away.”
. “You didn’t have to do that.
She was better than average.”
“I didn’t give her away to be
rid of her. I wanted to give her
away.”

“That was Miss Ann Rivers.”

Christopher’ Wain gave undue
attention to the date of his check.
“What's today?”

“The seventeenth.”

ol Fo wacted forward, and
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