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‘quantities of war materiel shipped by boat

the Arctic ocean from western Amer-
= o h‘:umm* i Late in 1941
the soviet ice-breaker “Krassin” arrived in
Seattle harbor, having sailed from the White
sea over that route which lies north of the Eura-
siam continent. Depending on the season, boats
can sail through those waters for from three to
four months each year. With ice-breakers

‘(Russia has 40 of them) the season may be

*  Before the war Russia was working diligent-
ly to open up the northern seaway. From Kara
sea, an arm of the Arctic lying at the end of the
Ural meuntain chain, to Bering strait weather
stations were set up to observe and report the
weather, with particular reference to the move-
ment of the ice-pack. Radio conneets these sta-
tions with Moscow; and airlines serve the whole
northern country.

The fact is, that behind the screen of iscla-
tion, vast development has takem place all
through Soviet Asia. It is reported in part in a
recent book under that title, written by Ray-
mond Arthur Davies and Andrew J. Steiger.
Highways are being completed, railroad lines
are under construction. Mineral and agricultur-
al wealth is being developed. Once the prison
_house for convicts and revolutionaries, Siberia
is being colonised with the migration of thou-
sands, some still under order of exile, others as
volunteers, fromx districts of western Russia
For instance the great German population of
the Volga, who had been located there since
the days of Catherine the Great, were. trans-
planted as & measure of safety when the Ger-
man armies invaded Russia.

Great rivers, flowing north into the Aretie,
are the natural ayenues of travel: the Ob, Yeni-
sei, Katanga, na, Kolyma; and the Amur
flowing neorth into the Sea of Okhotsk, an arm
of the Pacific ocean. Use of the northern Arc-
tic route makes the connection between Atlan-
tic ports of Murmansk and Archangel with
ports at the mouths of these rivers. Thus, in
the book mentioned the writers report seecing
ships in Igarka, at the mouth of the Yenisei
river, one week out of Murmansk and eleven
days from London. They also reported this ob-
servation at Igarka:

“In the distance we could see Oregon timber
carriers chugging up wooden roadways to lum-
ber yards and rolling down again with load
after Joad of the finest Siberian larch and pine
to fill the waiting ships.”

The use of this Arctice route will necessarily
be limited in wartime: there simply are not
enough ships to spare many for this service,
where they may be caught in ice and held until
the following summer; and the route to Viad-
ivostok is still open. But the opening of the re-
sources of Soviet Asia offers opportunities for
post-war commerce which we on the Pacifie
coast cannot ignore. With anything like decent
relations with Soviet Russia there should be a
marked expansion in trade between Soviet
Asia and western United States.

Unbalanced Teaching )

In the day’s news is the report of the winning
of a prize<n an essay contest by a girl in a val-
ley high school. The contest was sponsored by
a patriotic organization, as part of a hational
contest.

Considered of themselves these contests are
fruitful of good to all who take part in them.
Usually the subjects are important .and the
study required is profitable. But too much in-
trusion cripples the school program.

A common practice when many good organ-
izations want to “educate” youth is to bring
pressures on the school authorities to have spe-
cial courses provided in the subject, or to spon-
sor special contests. The danger is that the
school program may become unbalanced by
such outside meddling, until the course becomes
a hodge-podge, a mixture interrupted with spe-
cial events and competitions. Then the people
stand off and criticise the schools for not doing
a thorough job of teaching history or mathe-
matics or English. How can they if the courses
laid out by the teachers are interfered with from
the outside.

This is not to condemn essay contests or ora-
torical contests or special prizes. A certain num-
ber of these events are stimulative. But we
mean to say that the teaching staff should con-
trol and be free to reject proposals from the
outside if they unbalance the curriculum or
. give a warped emphasis or consume too much
of student time and energy.

We can’t hold teachers accountable if the gen-
eral public keeps butting in with suggestions
of what to teach and how to teach it.
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“Our joint ask will be hard. But, for our

Dog-Fights, et al.

Salem has been spared the battle that had
been raging in several other Oregon towns be-
tween the dog-owners and the victory-garden-
ers, with city councils the unwilling arbiters.
The dog may be man's best friend, but he sure-
Iy has a lot of enemies of his own. When neigh-

dence of ravaged radish beds and scratched out
beans. Maybe our Salemm dogs are just better
behaved; or is it that our victary gardeners are
more tolerant?

mtmmmmwmm
China pheasants, who are more purposeful in
their destructien than dogs. A dog doesn’t care
to bite an onion; but a China bird does love
peas, and knows just how to dig them up. So
far the fight against Chinas is confined to trick-
ery; perhaps like the Chinese people these birds
fear there is some devil behind flutiering pa-
pers and colored rags.

Lacking dog fights, and with China pheasant
marauders protected by state law, Salem is re-
sorting to its own brand of trouble; a returm
engagement of the perennial nuisance battle
over pinball machines.

News Behind
'I'Bl)e News

PAUL MALLON

Mmh“uhm%rmﬂhl.l
({Diztribution by King Festures ine. Repro-
WASHINGTON, May 3—Only a paliry paragraph
or two heralded the news that business has changed
ita policy and now favors the Hull reciproesl trade
At least, that portiom of business as represented
by the national association of manufacturers and
x the United States chamber of
commerce, made such an an-
nouncement through representa-
tives appearing before the house
ways and means commitiee. The
public appearance of the NAM

It would be very foolish of us to “sell” these ex-
tensively on credit through any of the old or newly
suggested devices. Actually, all we would be doing
under such arrangements is to give our products
away at expense of our people as a whole.

As long as we exporli more than we import, we
will naturally accumulate world debts which can-
not be paid, or gold which is of doubtful value. We
already have too much of both.

It we establish the Keynes or White systems of
international payment, we will merely accumulate
all the new international currency, “unitas” or
“bancor,” which, apparently, is to have only the
value which our government underwrites for it
In times of  international bankruptcy—and post-
war conditions will approximate that— the only
way for us to get paid for our products is by im-
portation of goods,

This line of reasoning has brought the business
people here around to the idea that 50 per cent re-
ductions of our tariffs, as provided in the Hull pro-
gram, may help our selling. The old fear of cheap
foreign labor and foreign under-selling appears to
have diminished.

And.inmuchuhborhujoinedinlmm
through A. F. of L.’s Bill Green, it looks like Mr.
Hull has gathered unexpected support. -

Nebraska’s new republican Senator Wherry was
just about right when he said at Pittsburgh that
Mr. Roosévelt is already nominated for the fourth
term. He is nominated as far as common inferpre-
tation in Washington is concerned.

The generally accepted belief. in all politieal
camps here is that the war probably will be on at
thattimandrenomimtiomwmbeunnmnn
matter of course.

Just now, the government officials like OWT's
Elmer Davis are saying that the fourth term talk
is “hot air” while the party wheel-horses,
lhotGuffeydemnorNuhymoutm
speeches presenting the fourth
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Interpreting
The War News

By GLENN BABB
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: correspon-
dent who states that insurance
men admit the truth of four pro-
positions he states.
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