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hard to get.

The lack of dairy hands which distressed
producers through many months has been large-
ly overcome. The recent manpower order giv-
draft deferment to dairy workers has
brought real relief, not only in retaining men
otherwise scheduled for the draft, but also in
ing the flow of men industries
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profit to producers, off setting .osses in the lean
winter months.

The price of dairy cows remain very high,
$150 and up. A recent auction report in the val-
ley showed average sale price of $173. These

of dairy cows have been shipped to Los Angeles,

Portland. The store price in Los Angeles is 13c.

Another phase of the state milk situation is
the relationship between areas like Bend and
the Willamette wvalley. It has
the general understanding, confirmed by
state college statistics, that this valley is a
in milk production than the
Irrigated districts like Redmond and Hermiston.
most acute complaint has come

The Dalles, and there local
suspended operations.

the trouble in these eastern Oregon com-
munities wholly orie of price? Or is there on the
of dairymen an unwillingness to endure
the grief of war-time operation which is caus-
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. ing other businessmen to fold up for the dura-

tion?
With respect to price of milk there has just

various farm preducts, using the 1935-1939
average as a base. The price of milk at whole-
sale is 104, er nearly double the 1935-39 price.
This figure is higher than the index figure for

oats, barley, clover seed. It is exceeded only
by the figures for beef cattle, hay, hops and
potatoes.

The public does not want to see dairymen
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i . lose money over the long term; and while some
- have been caught by the labor shortage and

As to the future much will depend on this
_ season’s hay crop. If farmers lose their hay,
as they did in the valley last spring, then more
of them may go out of business; and the milk

to safeguard the whole economic front against
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shall not attempt to review the book. It's avail«
able at bookstores, or will be soon; and merits
very general reading.

the
hope not only of his party but of the country
and the whole world.

News Behind
The News

By PAUL MALILON

Distribution King Features Syndicats, Inc. Repre-
mén in whohbzth part strictly 'ru_h.:l'hd.)

WASHINGTON, April 20—The government seems

to be disagreeing with itself about our food pros-

Figures in the office of war information disagree
somewhat with the agriculture department, and
= even among themselves, as io
whether the picture is black or
dark brown, or whether 3, 6,
or 8 per cent represents the
proper estimate of production
increases or declines.

Outside the muddled govern-
ment, there are farm experts
from whom a less confusing
picture may be obtained. Ob-
viously, it is nonsense for any-
one at spring planting time to
try to reduce crop expectations
to slimly varying percentages,
Too much depends on the
weather. The crops will vary
10 to 20 per cent on that one factor alone.

But clear enough is the fact that the time for
panicky expectations has passed. The outlock has
changed completely in the past three weeks.

Developments in victory gardens, farm labor,
spring planting and machinery justify a sound ex-
pectation that—given normal weather—we will
harvest about the same amount of food as last
year or m little less. A warm, moist spring, and
we will do even better than that,

The country has been frightened info action.
Arrangements have just been completed to bring
possibly 8000 Bahamams into Florida, and perhaps
60,000 Mexicans into California and the mid-west,
to relieve the labor shortage. These are skilled
farm laborers, not the roustabouts and bar-flies
that this government's FSA dug up in Mexico
in small quantities last year.

No one seems to want the concentrated Japs
except Mr. Ickes, and some of the open space
farmers in the far west It is clear now they
should have been left on their small farms in Cali-
fornia and along the coast where they were pro-
ducing something and where their machinery
is now piled high and largely unused—and made to
work there under full police protection to the
community.

But strangely enough, American farme s are
now returning from high-paid war indusi.fes to
spring planting in unexpected numbers. One Iowa
arsenal reported 18 gone back to farming one day
last week, 10 men the next day.

Apparently, these men merely left the farm for
the winter and always intended to go back when
there was work to be done.

Estimates of livestock on hand justify expecta-
tions of somewhat normal production. Poultry pro-
duction"has been expanded more than 70 per cent.

While many cattle have been slaughtered, they
were for the most part deficient milk producers.
Sold dairy herds are mostly in the hands of other
farmers.

So many pigs were bred last fall that

many

Above all, the average citizen has been so
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Year of the Big Wind

Today’s Radio Programs
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Nexi day’s programs APppear on
comics page.

1:00—This Moving World
1:15-Organ Concert
20-War News

EOIN—CBS—WEDNESD :u'—ivn Ea,
6:00—Northwest Reporter
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‘THEY GIVE THEIR LIVES....YOU LEND YOUR MONEY|



